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Keynote speakers 
ASHER BEN-ARIEH (Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Director, The Haruv Institute, 
International Society for Children Indicators (ISCI ))  
From Child Welfare to Children’s Well Being: The Child Indicators Perspective 
In my talk I argue that not only have we witnessed a shift from child welfare to child well-
being, but, as I will attempt to show, we have seen child indicators undergo a dramatic 
change. Truly, most of these changes have occurred only in the last 25 years, but they are no 
less dramatic because of it, and they are in line with changes in the broader field of child 
welfare.  I will focus my talk on the major shifts that occurred and will pay special attention 
to the emerging use of indices and to the recent interest in the local settings. These changes 
have not occurred in isolation. They are the consequence of the work and efforts of many 
around the globe. I have been lucky to be in the center of the child indicators movement 
during the last 20 years. The presentation will reflect on my experience as well as a number 
of extensive literature reviews and the combined experience of a network of experts. 
 
ILIE BĂDESCU (Romanian Institute of Sociology, Romanian Academy) 
Obstacles on the Way to a Good Society 
The path to a good society can not be made comprehensible through the theories of 
transition. As a matter of fact, the going out from the communist regimes does not lead 
automatically to a capitalist society being that between the two types of society there emerge 
a period of inter-regnum with endemic turbulences. We need, therefore, to record firstly the 
different obstacles in the way towards a good society starting with the first and most 
threatening one: our own system of thinking. An introductory approach on the debate 
concerning the path to a good society must be just the one focused on the social obstacles in the 
way to a better way of living together defined by a new social quality and civilizational standard. 
 
FERRAN CASAS (University of Girona, Spain, Research Institute on Quality of Life, University 
of Girona, Spain) 
Using a Synthetic Index for Children's Subjective Well-Being, With Data from a Spanish 
Representative Sample 
Data from a representative Spanish sample of children (N= 5934) in the first year of compulsory 
secondary education was collected using four different psychometric instruments for measuring 
adolescents’ self-reported well-being, translated into the four co-official languages in the different 
autonomous regions and cities that compose Spain. Three of the instruments are widely-known and 
have been used on adolescent populations in different countries; they have also been validated in 
the Spanish context in previous research. One (the SLSS) was specifically designed for children and 
adolescents aged 8 to 18. Another (the PWI) was initially designed for adults, but has been used with 
adolescents in different countries, and previous results suggest it is well understood and performs 
well with populations aged 12-18. The third well-known instrument used is a single-item scale on 
overall life satisfaction. The fourth instrument comprises a new list of items on satisfaction with 
different aspects or domains in children’s lives. A composite synthetic Index, the GICSWB (General 
Index of Children’s Subjective Well-Being), was calculated using the values resulting from these 
psychometric instruments. The results of this Index are presented, showing different situations and 
perceptions in children’s lives that are related to significantly lower subjective well-being among the 
children involved when compared to those not involved in the same situations or perceptions. 
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FLOARE CHIPEA (University of Oradea), ZSOLT BOTTYAN (University of Oradea) 
 Integration of Disadvantaged Students in Higher Education 
In this article we analyze different aspects regarding the integration of disadvantaged students 
in the university. The study was conducted within the project HURO entitled „ Higher 
Education for Social Cohesion - Cooperative Research and Development in the Cross-Border 
Area". The study consisted mainly of a quantitative analysis on a sample of 2723 students from 
institutions of higher education in the Bihor- Hajdu - Bihar Cross-Border Area. The quantitative 
study was complemented by a qualitative analysis of specific problems of Roma students' 
academic integration of the University of Oradea. In our analysis we started from the social 
exclusion paradigm that captures both facets of academic inequality: social characteristics of 
the groups involved and the characteristics of the integrative academic institutions. 
Differences between higher education institutions are related to their position on the 
academic market, in this respect we differentiate between public and private institutions and 
the differences of educational policies and practices between the Romanian and Hungarian 
educational systems. We considered students with material difficulties distinguishing 
between groups such as students from rural areas and Roma students which presents specific 
problems of academic integration. We analyzed various aspects with potential in explaining 
academic integration of these groups of students, such as educational (cultural) capital and 
social capital. Academic Integration was addressed through the educational dimension by 
analyzing student participation in the learning process and in scientific research and through 
the social integration dimension analyzing the relationship between disadvantaged groups 
and 'normal' students, on the one hand, and the relationship of these groups with teachers. 
Keywords: disadvantaged students, academic integration, social exclusion 
 
FILOMENA MAGGINO  ( Università degli Studi di Firenze, International Society for Quality Of 
Life Studies, Associazione Italiana per gli Studi sulla Qualità della Vita) 
Quality of Life Studies and the Measurement of Change: From Observing Change to 
Sketching the Future 
Studying quality of life needs to take into account particular methodological issues, especially 
when well-being measurement is aimed at studying stability and change (well-being 
dynamics). Generally, studies on change and stability may have different objectives, such as 
(Goldstein, 1979; Menard, 1991): describing detailed patterns of change, predicting change 
values from those obtained in the past, obtaining insight into underlying causal processes 
(Engel and Reinecke, 1996). In order to attain these goals, observing and studying changes and 
dynamics request a coherent methodological approach, including a solid theory of 
measurement. In particular, they require identification of: modifiable dimensions (dimensions 
that may significantly change); adequate measures (in terms of reliability and validity); proper 
analysis approaches (in terms of methods and techniques). 
In other words, measuring and analysis of change require two aspects to be carefully and 
systematically considered: theoretical, concerning the definition and conceptualization of 
change, AND methodological, concerning: (i) the design, (ii) the measuring procedure, and (iii) 
the data analysis. The presentation aims at clarifying the complex methodological frame of 
measuring change in quality-of-life assessment and will introduce a conceptual perspective 
able to forecast future changes. 
Keywords: well-being dynamics, measuring change, trends methodology. 
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CĂTĂLIN ZAMFIR (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
Good society as a new subject for sociology 
Over the recent years, the concept of ”good society” appeared in the public and scientific 
discourse. The term is not at all new, but the concept is new by its function within the 
paradigm of the current thinking and by its content. 
In the classical capitalist paradigm, the society is a result-state. The term of society refers to 
the global result if the natural process of economic growth. The economic growth, taken as 
unquestionable datum, will continually change the data of the whole society. How will the 
society of the future be? First, more prosperous. Second, the result of a continuous process 
of adaptation to the new conditions. A better state than the current one, inevitably resulting 
from it, not the object of a designed collective construction.  
In the discourse of the social policy, the global society was not a distinct topic. 
A new orientation towards the society of the future is foreseen. It may be better or worse 
depending on the current options. It is time to question how we want the society to be and 
what can we do to make it happen. From term with undetermined content, the good society 
becomes a concept. It is the task of sociology to state it. The quality of life topic focused on 
the quality of the people’ state. It should be completed with a new topic, the quality of the 
collective life, the quality of society. The profile of this society is to be determined, next to the 
set of indicators of the quality of society.  
Keywords: societate bună, calitatea vietii colective, politici sociale 
 
ELENA ZAMFIR (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
The Role of Child Care Facilities for Reconciliation of Professional and Private Life for Women 
in Romania 
One of the major  task of the  “Barcelona objectives” starting with 2002, was to emphasize on 
the presence of the women  as principal  actors on the professional and private/family stage . 
The implementation of these objective ask to all member States countries to “remove 
disincentives to female labour force participation and strive, taking into account the demand 
for  childcare facilities  and in line with national patters of provision, to provide childcare by 
2010 to at least 90% of children  between 3 years old and the mandatory school age and at 
least 33% of children under 3 years of age” (Presidency Conclusions, Barcelona European 
Council, 15-16/03/2002, document SN 100/1/02. REV. 1) The Document points out that  a new 
active employment policies could and should help women to be integrated or reintegrated  
active in the labour market participation in order to harmonize/reconciliation  their  private 
/family life with professional one.  But  for giving to the parents more freedom and time to 
fulfilled the professional responsibilities the most important things is to create/innovate and 
develop  the good quality child care services assuring for them  the normal arrangements for 
their education and development. The new initiatives in gender policies in EU countries are 
more related to women access to employment based on  the childcare services and other 
facilities for their daily, family life  for integration or reintegration on the labour market.  
The major risk situation for the family and child in Romania is the outcome of constant poverty 
and an inadequate social policies in the field. The poverty proliferation in some social 
segments during the transition period represents the main source of many difficulties with 
which families with children are confronted at present. In the field of social policies there is 
an overwhelming need to reconsider the political options for establishing priorities in the child 
protection system as well as creating specialized social services for marginalized children, 
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monitoring major changes in de-institutionalization and their negative human and social 
effects, setting up coherent legislation in the field of social protection for families and better 
coordination of the support programs and services for children.  
In Romania, the financial and economic crisis deeply induces, especially in the last  5  years, a 
profound difficulties in all spheres of social and human domains with a visible impact in daily 
life for women and for men too.  
We could observe in Romania some changes in policy employment, but not clear visibility for 
gender equality. Also there are undesirable  effects  for a normal balance between working / 
professional life and family/private life due to the underdeveloped  social support for women 
in growing up the children and working time at home . The economic crisis accompanied by 
the financial and social crisis, brings for the Romanian Society many  additional threats to 
women and to their children. They are  related with  losing their jobs and especially, in time, 
their skills and knowledge for a  qualified professional life,  being victims of poverty and social 
exclusion,  increasing the economic and financial dependency to the  men and gradually losing 
their autonomy, dramatically decreasing their participation at the highest level of political  and 
professional decision makers. 
 

Parallel Sessions speakers  
 
ANDREEA ACASANDRE (University of Bucharest), CĂTĂLIN STANCU (University of Bucharest), 
ANDREEA BACEANU (University of Bucharest) 
Issues of Urban Regeneration in an Interethnic Context   
Urban regeneration is an action which leads to troubleshooting of an urban area, being a 
priority in the context of some enclaves characterized by physical, economic and social 
degradation (blight). It Is a complex process with impact not only on the (re)built environment, 
but also on the social and economic frames involving urban areas refreshing through the 
cooperative effort of municipalities, owners and other stakeholders. The general purpose of 
those interventions is the improvement of living conditions, development of the quality of 
environment and consolidation of local economy. The three pillars which elaborate the 
process of urban regeneration in Toplița, economic, social and physical, are in a fragile state 
due to its multiple and inter-relational causes. The first plan and maybe the most sensitive is 
the social plan, characterized by ethnic and social interculturality. The results from the 
research show us an old population, apparently, without the consciousness of the present, 
dominated by the image of the recent past, which they regret and worried by the grim future 
they expect to have. Gypsies, Hungarians and Romanians have different coordinates with 
regard to the urban integration in Toplița. The economy is affected by the lack of perspectives 
and self-sufficiency, each community seeming to have found specific solutions for the social 
and economic gaps. The “ground-plan”, the physical basis, is characterized by tissue ruptures, 
caused by the presence of some ruins in the form of disaffected central heating, some hotels 
which are no longer in use or some old factories, all of them being inserted in the present 
urban structure, dominated by individual and collective housing, local stores, bars and 
restaurants. 
Keywords: Regeneration, Identity, Inter-ethnic, Sustainability, Self-sufficiency 
 
 
VLAD ACHIMESCU (KU Leuven) 
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Individual versus Concentrated Social Exclusion. The Measurement and  Multilevel Analysis 
of Material Deprivation among Youths in Rural Communities 
The main topics of this paper are the measurement and analysis of poverty and social 
exclusion, using both theoretical sources and an applied data analysis of rural areas in 40 
counties of Romania. The paper argues for the use of a factor score weighted personal 
deprivation index and of a linear multi-level regression model for predicting rather than 
causally explaining poverty – a model that accounts for both heteroskedasticity at individual 
level and clustering at village level, while offering a clearer picture compared to using Poisson 
or Tobit regressions. The empirical analysis that illustrates the method chosen here focuses 
on the importance of contextual factors, such as the development at village level versus 
individual and household-level factors, like education, employment, social capital, productive 
resources or family composition in predicting the level of material deprivation. The results 
show that the deprivation levels of students and employed youths are higher and much more 
similar between villages than for unemployed persons, and that differences between the 
employed and the unemployed are much lower when living in a highly developed village. It 
appears that villages with a better infrastructure, a higher stock of education, good 
employment opportunities and better living conditions can provide resources to help 
unemployed or other disadvantaged groups, while in the least developed villages only 
individual effort can do that. The clarity of these results is due to the validity of the instrument, 
the sampling design employed and the multi-level nature of the method of analysis. 
Keywords: social exclusion, poverty, multilevel analysis, youth, rural. 
 
DENISA ALECU (CRED) 
Considerations Regarding the Increasing Risk of Recidivism in the Absence of a Developped 
Social Economy Structure  
The absence of a concrete integrated services system, in order to fulfill basic needs (food, 
shelter, support for the prevention of the risk of losing the shelter) and for finding a job; the 
integrated services also refer to the family, which has a fundamental role for people who are 
not in a state of freedom (with imprisonment experience), as the reintegration of these people 
depends on a large extent on the support of the family, who makes big efforts in order to visit 
them, to bring them goods, to  support them financially after release, when the former 
prisoner cannot find a job or financial resources, and family pressure is big  („We supported 
you in prison, now you do something too!”). The need for such transition jobs is caused by the 
decrease of the former prisoners to find employment on the labour market, especially for 
those with longer prison sentences. On the downside, the lack of resources and the focus on 
immediate needs, following the „here and now” principle, together with the family pressure, 
increase the risk of recidivism. A special attention must be given to families, especially children 
who have very high demands compared to existing possibilites, causing parents to make 
recourse to criminal offences in order to satisfy their sometimes unrealistic needs. It is certain 
that by social intervention families must not be neglected, and this process must start before 
the imprisonment period ends.  
Keywords: risk of recidivism, integrated services system, social reintegration 
 
 
FILIP ALEXANDRESCU (Research Institute for the Quality of Life), SIMONA MARIA STĂNESCU 
(Research Institute for the Quality of Life), IONUŢ ANGHEL (Research Institute for the Quality 
of Life)  
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Cooperatives as Networked Associations: the Strength and Decline of Cooperatives in 
Romania 
Existing research on cooperative organizations in Romania has focused mostly on the roles 
they play in the social economy, particularly on the mix of economic and socially-oriented 
outcomes (e.g. Petrescu 2013). This paper aims to explore the successes and limitations of 
Romanian cooperatives over the last few decades if they are conceived as networked 
associations. Following the lead of Amin and Thrift (1995), we use eight criteria to gauge 
success (and assess the corresponding failures). We are concerned with how well the 
cooperatives qua networks manage the process of ordering, that is setting in motion their 
tangible and intangible assets in achieving their goals. Of related interest is the threefold 
concern with how information is held or stored, how it is transferred through reciprocity 
within networks and how it becomes augmented through learning. A further criterion is the 
capacity of networks to innovate in the face of uncertainty (crisis). The openness or closure of 
networks is also taken to explain their level of economic performance. The changes undergone 
by networks are assumed to follow path-dependent dynamics, which can also shed light on 
why they have fared well or less well at different times. Finally, the asymmetry of power 
between stronger and weaker associations can also help explain the changing fate of 
cooperatives in Romania. The expected outcome of this paper is a movement beyond the 
understanding of cooperatives as entities with fixed attributes to a broader conceptualization, 
which links forms of association with the challenges of uneven economic development. 
Keywords: cooperatives, social networks, associations, social economy  
 
FELICIA ANDRIONI (University of Petrosani), LAVINIA ELISABETA POPP ("Eftimie Murgu" 
University, Reşiţa) 
The Analysis of Social Support Actions for Disadvantaged People from Jiu Valley during Post-
Communist Transition 
Romania after the first years of transition, after the post-December 1989 period, faced with 
the social problem. The Jiu Valley was a difficult tried in post-communist transition period, 
especially that being a typical mono-industrial mining area has not held levers effective 
alternative development, following the reform of Romania`s socio-economic development. A 
major problem for the Jiu Valley was poverty generated by the closure of unprofitable 
enterprises on the one hand, and on the other hand, the massive staff redundancies in the 
mining sector. We started from the premise that despite the fact that these supportive 
measures had proposed to represent an anti-poverty program they have not achieved their 
goal and did not fix the problems of disadvantaged categories than for a short time. The 
research objective of the analysis was to identify social support actions for disadvantaged 
people from Jiu Valley during post-communist transition (2001-2009) and research 
methodology based on statistical and document analysis which took into account the 
following indicators of analysis: employment (number of employees), unemployment and 
social response measures for unemployment problems. 
Keywords: social support actions, Jiu Valley, disadvantaged categories, post-communist 
period 
 
 
ANA MARIA ANDRONACHE (Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Iasi) 
The Challenge of Contemporary Society: The Fight Against Discrimination 
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In the current global environment, defined by mobility and changes, the Europeans acquire 
multiple and diverse identities and have justified expectations to be properly represented in 
the political, social or cultural area. In these matters, the media, the institutions and the civil 
society play a crucial role; however, according to some political analysts, the social, economic 
and cultural realities in Europe worsen the discrimination of certain vulnerable groups or 
minorities. The increase of the political discussions and group awareness as well as the 
unequal distribution of wealth or the economic climate, are factors that lead to the worsening 
position of these groups in the political debates and the media. 
Discrimination is a phenomenon with a long history, present in all societies, often passed even 
as a custom in the attitudes and lifestyle of the people. However, or rather because of the 
cultural mark which has been carried only in recent years, the European countries have 
conducted thorough studies and, simultaneously, the conceiving of some actions to protect 
and support the victims of this phenomenon. This article proposes to present the 
phenomenon of discrimination in today's society and to bring attention to the importance of 
developing a diversity strategy. 
Keywords: discrimination, mass media, education, society, diversity 
 
DANIELA  ANTONESCU (Institute of National Economy) 
Sociological Dimension of Endogenous Rural Development 
Lately, there is an increase of the role of endogenous factors in the process and regional 
development policies. The diversity and complexity of these factors are determined by the 
multidisciplinary nature of regional development and the interference with other fields, such 
as economics, sociology, environment, infrastructure, etc. The importance of endogenous 
factors has been known successive modifications, currently, are considered more important 
as following: innovation and technological change, human capital, education, agglomerations 
and externalities, knowledge, entrepreneurship, sectoral specialization and diversification 
From a sociological perspective, endogenous regional development focuses on understanding 
and explaining the attributes of natural, human and cultural aspects of a region, the 
sustainable valorization of local potential. This action can be initiated and controlled by 
regional or local communities (urban, rural, etc.). And, it can be a bottom-up process, a 
reaction to modernization, based on flexible specialization, valuing local culture, traditions, 
handicraft production and specific regional products. This article paid the specific attention 
to:  
1.sociological dimension of endogenous development of rural area, 
2.measures and implication of  community policies upon integration of endogenous approach 
in rural development process. 
Keywords: endogenous development, sociological dimension, rural area 
 
NICOLETA APOSTOL (Doctoral School of Communication Sciences, Univiersity of Bucharest) 
Towards a Discursive Approach of Organizations 
In this paper I propose to investigate the organizational phenomena within a discursive 
framework, positing that organizations are social constructions, resulting from overlapping 
and competing discourses that produce and organize ways of seeing reality, knowledge and 
subjectivities, shaped by dynamics of power relations.  First of all, a research focused on 
discursiveness entails questioning the assumptions held on the “nature” of social phenomena, 
which are not approached as a “given” to be studied objectively, but are understood as 
dependent on the discursive production.  The discursive framework is particularly adequate 
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in order to explore the discourses that constitute the organizational universe, and the 
identities of those who inhabit it, marked by professional status and social categories 
memberships, such as gender, class, ethnicity or age group. Organizations are studied as 
processes generated by discursive formations, which members validate and contest through 
communicative practices. I start by presenting the fundaments of discourse theory, and then 
I review the main approaches to discourse analysis taking as criteria their suitability to micro 
and macro research contexts. Next, I attempt to place the theoretical premises exposed within 
the field of organizational studies.  
Keywords: teoria discursului, analiza discursivă, organizații, studii organizaționale 

ASHER BEN-ARIEH (Paul Baerwald School of Social Work and Social Welfare, Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, The Haruv Institute) 
What Can We Learn from Children: Lessons From the International Survey of 
Children's Well-Being 
This presentation will include a first and preliminary findings from an 8 countries study aiming 
at collecting data on children subjective well-being their time use and daily activities. The 
findings presented will include data on children aged 10 and 12 and will look at a series of 
satisfaction scales as well as reported activities and quality of life in different domains. 
Keywords: children, subjective well-being,quality of life, survey 
 
DANIEL ARPINTE (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
The Population’ Awareness and Perceptions on the Priorities for Supporting Vulnerable 
Groups in Romania 
The paper investigates the attitude of the population toward the solidarity for various socially 
disadvantaged groups in Romania which is seen both from the perspective of the social 
cohesion and the potential to influence the specific social policies measures set to support 
them. The last aspect is in details investigated for the case of Social European Fund used to 
support different vulnerable groups. A set of preliminary data from the survey conducted in 
the project Activ – Inclusiv – Eficient (granted by UEFISCDI) is used for the analyses on adult 
population toward the priorities in support the vulnerable groups and the main arguments for 
the most important indicated groups. Another aspect investigated refers to the importance 
given by population to the support of the vulnerable groups among the other major areas 
covered by European funds under the convergence objective. Additionally, the paper 
investigates the population perception on the efficiency in using European Funds for 
supporting social inclusion in Romania. 
Keywords: socially disadvantaged groups, Social European Fund, social inclusion, social 
cohesion. 

 
ROZÁLIA KLÁRA BAKÓ (Sapientia Hungarian University of Transylvania) 
Children Online: A Participatory Visual Approach 
We propose a case study based on a series of inquiries into elementary - and high school 
children's online media use. In March 2012 a survey (N=761) has shown that young people 
from a Transylvanian school have shifted online as their premier source of information, with 
no divide between rural and urban environments, or between girls and boys [1]. In June 2013 
a focus group discussion has resulted in high school students' critical attitude towards 
information and communication technology (ICT) use, with a strong sense of purpose and 
environmental awareness [2]. In September 2013 a new series of inquiries has taken off, 
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aimed at assessing 8-9 year old children's attitudes towards ICTs and the internet. 
Participatory visual methods offer both unique data gathering opportunities and media 
education tools. 
[1] Bakó Rozália Klára, Nistor Laura, Sólyom Andrea, and Telegdy Balázs. 2012. 
“Környezettudatosság, médiahasználat, jövőstratégiák, Gyorsjelentés.” (Environmental 
Awareness, Media Use and Future Strategies. Research Report) Reconect Working Papers, 1:1-
18. 
[2] Bakó, Rozália Klára. 2013. “Gadgetization Visualized: Reflections on a Participatory Youth 
Research”. Paper presented at the International Visual Sociology Association Conference, 
London, July 9-12, 2013. 
Keywords: children, internet, visual methodologies 
 
ECATERINA BALICA (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) MARIANA BALICA, (University 
POLITEHNICA of Bucharest)  
Lawyers and Their Service Users. Case study: Criminal Litigation from Bucharest Court 
Until now, in Romania, the activities of lawyers who represent people who have committed 
various crimes has been a constant subject of research. The opinion polls conducted have 
included this category of professionals in the structure of questions that aimed to collect 
information on the reliability or the engagement of the law specialists in acts of corruption. 
The investigations carried out in 2013 on the persons that were part of the supervision 
programe of the Probation Service of Bucharest Court focussed on getting some information 
regarding the activity of lawyers who were employed in their representation of these people 
in the various stages of the criminal trial. The beneficiaries of the services provided by the 
lawyers had the opportunity to express their views towards: how lawyers have worked 
through the process of investigating the dossier: before and after the commencement of the 
criminal prosecution, during the investigation process, in the Court and after the judicial 
sentence was formulated, during the interrogation process or during the period spent in the 
police custody or in prison. All of this information have been correlated with the type of crime 
that they committed, the decree given by the judges, the measures and obligations laid down 
by the Court, the length of time for which the beneficiars have been in the custody of the 
Probation Service, the number of lawyers who have dealt with the case, the type of lawyers 
(employed by the customer or ex-officio lawyers). 
Keywords: lawyers, criminal justice system, Probation Service 
 
ECATERINA BALICA (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
Homicide - Suicide Between Intimate Partner. Case Study: Romania 
This article brings into question the results of the investigation carried out in the cases of 
homicide-suicide between the partners, during the 2002-2013. There were selected for 
investigation all the cases of violence that have implyed "murder of one or more persons, 
followed by the suicide of the aggressor in a range that varies from a few hours to a 
week"(Liem, 2009: 88). There were identified the types of homicide-suicides that were 
committed between persons involved in intimate relationships or persons who have been 
involved in intimate relationships: spouses, former spouses, boyfriends or friends. The analysis 
of the information specific to these cases of murder followed by suicide has allowed the 
identification of risk factors that determine the occurrence of acts of violence: individual 
factors, community or society factors, relational factors. There were made correlations 
between the sub-types of homicide-suicide products between intimate partners and the 
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health of the aggressor, the time interval between the murder and the suicide, the 
relationship between the aggressor and the victim and the location in which these acts of 
violence take place. Our investigations have highlighted a number of specific features of this 
type of murder and allowed the identification of some forms of homicide - suicide between 
intimate partners such as: homicide - suicide between spouses or former spouses, homicide - 
suicide between young partners, suicide - homicide between partners that have reached the 
third age. 
The research was carried out in the framework of the postdoctoral project PNI-II-RU-PD-2012-
3-0414 Homicide – Suicide in Romania: Incidence, Patterns and Risk Factors - funded by CNCS- 
UEFISCDI through contract No. 61 from 30.04. 2013. 
Keywords: homicide-suicide, femicide-suicide, risk factors 
 
RADU BALTASIU (CESPE, Romanian Academy, University of Bucharest), OVIDIU SOLOMON 
(University of Bucharest), IULIA-IOANA COJOCARU (University of Bucharest), OANA- 
MĂDĂLINA MIHĂILĂ (University of Bucharest) 
The Features of the Intercultural Community of Toplița 
Hypothesis: An intercultural community could have a high coefficient of coexistence and 
interaction between individuals belonging to different ethnic groups. Regarding the 
community of Toplița, we refer to people of Romanian, Hungarian and Rroma ethnicity. This 
paper aims to outline a portrait of a community with a particular cultural profile, taking as a 
study case the community of Toplita by identifying and analyzing the cross-cultural features 
of the region and their impact on social cohesion. The paper identifies the general 
characteristics of the community, the lines of separation and convergence between ethnic 
communities. The degree of co-participation / interaction at local holidays, the economic 
interdependencies, the social distance and quality of vicinities on interethnic vector are some 
of the research's dimensions. 
Keywords: ethnic identity, intercultural community, social welfare, social distance, vicinity. 
 
DAN BANCIU (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
Public Perception of the Romanian Criminal Justice 
In any society, justice is the fundamental institution ensuring legality, equality and social 
righteousness for individuals. This is the reason why any deficiency and dysfunction arising in 
the administration of justice leads to a decrease in its credibility and in the individuals’ 
confidence in its morality. The present paper focuses on the image of justice in the public's 
perception, identifying also the major obstacles and shortcomings in achieving the 
independence, integrity and impartiality of the Romanian legal professionals. 
Keywords: criminal justice, public perception, Romania. 
 
OANA LĂCRĂMIOARA BĂDĂRĂU (“Petre Andrei” University, Iaşi), VIOREL ROBU (“Petre 
Andrei” University, Iaşi)  
Professional Satisfaction  Among Social Workers. Exploratory Study 
In European countries, as well as in the USA, one of the concerns of researchers and decision 
makers in the system of social work services focuses on identifying the factors that contribute 
to keeping the qualified staff in the system. During the past decades, an increasing number of 
studies have been examining the impact that the characteristics of workplace environment 
have on the satisfaction of social workers with the work they carry out.  Our presentation has 
been following the role that certain socio-demographic and professional, as well as perception 
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regarding stress levels have when foreseeing the level of satisfaction of social workers with 
their job.  The data we obtained, by filling in a  two sections questionnaire by 74 social workers, 
emphasized a moderate level of global satisfaction towards the work carried out.  Most 
respondents were unsatisfied with the salary scheme, extra financial recompensations,  as 
well as professional develpment possibilities which were given by the institutions they were 
working for. Other aspects of the job towards which more than half of the interviewed social 
workers were unsatisfied with included: the opportunities for line promotion, general 
organization of the activity, material resources and logistics supply, and respectively the 
methods of information for the employees as well as the circulation of information within the 
organization.  The professional role which social workers held in the institution’s organization, 
as well as the workplace stress they felt, were crucial factors in the definition of work 
satisfaction. The results of the study are being discussed from the perspective of staff policies, 
which governmental and local authorities must rethink, in order to attract and keep in the 
social services system, an amount of motivated social workers, capable to offer good quality 
services.   
Keywords: workplace satisfaction, workplace stress, socio-demographic characteristics, social 
workers.  
 
HOREA MIHAI BĂDĂU (University of Bucharest) 
Bloggers, the Gods of a Society of Goods 
The research follows the ways of communication used by the Social Media Leaders, to 
construct a new reality based on a new type of consumerism. The bloggers build a world based 
on the good will of the big multinational companies. The research aimes to find the ways and 
the purposes of this new world following two directions: language and social representations. 
The conclusion show the roles of the leaders in the public space and the new types on 
language that they use. 
Keywords: Social Media, bloggers, language, communication. 
 
CIPRIAN BĂDESCU (Quality of Life Research Institute), 
From the “Wealth Production Societies” to the “Risk Production Societies” Towards a New 
Type of Welfare State in Central and Eastern Europe 
The transition process in countries from Central and Eastern Europe has to deal with its own 
path-dependent dynamic when searching for those appropriate options of welfare policy. We 
may argue along with Fenger that there are differences between the Central and Eastern 
European welfare regime and the Western welfare regime. What are the causes of such 
differences? Is this the evidence of an inability to pursue those required structural changes for 
re-configuring the post-communist welfare regime according to a Western pattern? Or, is this 
the confirmation of a new type of welfare regime in the Central and Eastern European region? 
We believe that such differences would actually give evidence that a new type of welfare 
regime in post-communist societies has emerged.  
Keywords: path dependence; welfare regime; comparative analysis 
 
 
 
 
ILIE BĂDESCU (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
A New Approach on Globalization 
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The research program needed to get the genuine profile of a „good society” involves a correct 
approach of the most outstanding process throughout the entire modern era, the 
globalization. Our paper starts by warning that globalization canst be defined as a 
homogeneous process but requires to decide if we define it as a coevolutionary process or as 
a diffuse sort of coevolution; as a civilizational process or as a `corporate globalization 
movement` (Naomi Klein), as a hegemonic globalization or as a co-existential globalization. 
The new approach of globalization revealed us that such a process closes within it a 
contending between two opposite processes: coevolution between pairs VS “diffuse 
coevolution” (when an entity evolves in responding to influences of other entities). On the 
other hand, we are requested to notice that global system does not generate a „good society” 
unless it is accompanied by a continuing developmental process „in order to maintain its 
fitness relative to the subsystems it is co-evolving with"" (Van Valen L). Our paper proposes a 
new approach on globalization based on the assumption that a hegemonic globalization leads 
to a bad society and the only type of globalization stemming into a good society is the co-
existential globalization. 
Keywords: globalization, good society, hegemonic globalization, co-existential globalization. 
 
ILIE BĂDESCU (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
The Ruling Class as a Source of Vulnerability for the Equilibrium of Society 
The recent researches based on the hypothesis of neuroscience confirm that leaders might 
jeopradize the equilibrium of a society. Boyatzis and others demonstrated that one-sided 
leaders create a dissonant relationship and deactivate about 60% of the positive regions of 
interest in the brain of the ruled people. Therefore, we are alowed to argue that ruling class 
might bring about risks not only for the equilibrium of society but also for its capability to 
make use of its own abilities and for its freedom to have the intellectual capital (spiritual 
power) at its own command. Such a discovery unveil in the leadership and in the group of 
rulers within a given society the most significant factor of spiritual vulnerability among people. 
The ruling class, therefore, might lead people either towards a good society or towards a 
vulnerable society depending on the type of prevailing leaders within it. 
Keywords: Ruling class, social vulnerability, intelectual capital, leaders. 
 
DELIA BĂDOI (EHESS/University of Bucharest) 
How to Study the Laboratory of Sociology ? A Research About Sociology of Science 
To open “the black box” means to Bruno Latour (1987) to see how to do science in a research 
laboratory through a new field of science, technology and society (tehnoscience). Although, 
the most of the studies rated to “laboratory studies” were made about how the natural 
sciences can be made in the laboratory, the questions of this analysis are: How to start a study 
of the social research laboratory and especially, who really does social science? Following the 
methodology proposed by Bruno Latour, with the opening of “the black box” (the black box 
of science) appear so called faces of Janus “ready-made science" and "science in the making" 
that are taken as assumptions in the study of science in the laboratory. In the research of 
Laboratory Life: The Social Construction of Scientific Facts ( 1979), Latour and Woolgar 
dedicated their attention describing  the routine activities of daily laboratory researchers, 
using ethnographic method and observation as the main evaluation and research methods . 
This study is based on the description of the methodology by which one can achieve a study 
of social science laboratory, with detailed observations and discussions concerning the way in 
which scientific research is conducted and especially, thorough description of the relationship 
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between the researcher, the technology of the lab, practices and results, research reports and 
their purpose. About Bruno Latour's conception, the research laboratories are sufficiently 
strong to define the social reality. In this context, the study aims to give an answer to the 
scientific production of sociology to the current social construction in Romania. 
Keywords: science in the making, Tehnoscience, laboratory studies, ready made science, 
sociology of science. 
 
GHEORGHE-STELIAN BĂLAN (ALSTOM-Transport, Bucharest) 
The Social Impact of the Introduction of Information Technology in Railway Transportation  
Information and communications technology changes the way people work and moreover the 
pattern of available jobs. Evidently, the impact of these changes generated by introduction of 
new information technology and telecommunication could be significant for different 
economies and societies. The changes generated by ICT can be realized through a series of 
tools, including information and consultation of workers, social dialogue, identify in advances 
the deficit of competences, training and ensuring that any reorganization will take place in a 
socially responsible manner. Introduction of new technologies determines also changes in 
labor conditions and its organization, which in turn affects the training needs of employees 
within the railway sector, by requiring more flexible training offers. The paper aims at, within 
the first part, a brief analysis of the social impact by introduction of new information 
technology and telecommunication in railway transportation in the European Union. Due to 
the implementation of new ICT products and services in the railway transportation, many of 
the classification of occupations in Romania, in this sector, are no longer up to date. In the 
second part of the paper, we present the main new systems of technologies introduced in the 
Romanian railway system and their social effects. 
Keywords: social impacts, social dialogue, new technologies, railway sector 
 
MARIANA BĂLAN (Institute for Economic Forecasting- NIER, Romanian Academy), GHEORGHE-
STELIAN BĂLAN (ALSTOM-Transport, Bucharest) 
Social Vulnerability: A Multidimensional Analysis on the Development Regions of Romania  
Social vulnerability is often defined as a life-situation characterized by a multi-dimensional 
combination of factors. Different from the notion of poverty, social vulnerability includes 
aspects that are not connected exclusively with income level, but also with housing conditions, 
employment, the management of care for children and dependent persons, the family 
difficulties in the different phases of the life. The paper aims to analysis the various aspects of 
social vulnerability and the structuring of the main elements of which it is constituted in the 
development regions of Romania. The analysis focuses across the family structure, exposure 
to poverty (temporary or permanent), housing conditions, the family/work system (the 
presence of unemployed and temporary workers in the household). For this purpose, labour 
market, the population of the revenue expenditure and consumption, security and social 
assistance across the Romanian development regions were selected using principal 
components method. The analyses have shown that in addition to people with severe 
difficulties, there are a large number of households affected by ordinary difficulties that do 
not necessarily turn into social exclusion or poverty but still expose them to vulnerability and 
uncertainty. 
Keywords: social vulnerability, principal components method, social risk, social exclusion 
 
IONELA BĂLȚĂTESCU (Institute for World Economy, Romanian Academy) 
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Western Model of Welfare State: What Is Seen and What Is Not Seen? 
Welfare state model grew considerably in importance in western democracies during the last 
century, when governments’ role as supplier of public goods and social services increased 
progressively. Not withstanding some economists and historians trace the origin of welfare 
state back to the period of eighteenth and nineteenth century mercantilism, although in that 
period social welfare policies had a comparatively modest ambit, being merely motivated by 
the political leaders’ fear of hunger riots and protests. Since then, welfare state increased in a 
piecemeal fashion and welfare policies began to be applied more and more systematically. 
Some scholars regard even the actual system of welfare state as a by-product of twentieth 
century neo-mercantilism or as a counter reaction to some dramatic events of last century: 
the two world wars, the Great Depression and other subsequent recessions etc. Robert Nisbet 
– an American sociologist and historian – advocates the idea that social welfare is only another 
euphemism among others in political thought disguising the naked power of the state. M. N. 
Rothbard considers that the origin of the modern welfare state, especially the American one, 
has mainly ideological roots, its flourishing being indissolubly related with the progressive and 
gradual secularization of postmillennial pietism: governments are increasingly seen as 
molders of the “organic social whole”, or eventually as planners and architects of the “perfect 
society”. The paper proposes an inquiry into the origin, principles and practices of modern 
welfare state in western world with a special focus on welfare policies. Combining economic 
analysis with insights from political, sociological and philosophical studies, we hope to shed 
more light on the crisis of the welfare state model. Following the counterfactual method of 
analysis of “what is seen and what is not seen” coined by the French liberal Frederic Bastiat 
we will stress the unseen side of welfare policies (their counterfactual, long term and perverse 
effects) at the economic, social and cultural level but we will tackle also some related issues 
(incentive, welfare calculus problems etc.). 
Keywords: western welfare state model, welfare state crisis, social welfare policies, incentives 
to go on welfare, welfare calculus. 
 
SERGIU BĂLȚĂTESCU (University of Oradea, Romania), CLAUDIA OȘVAT (University of 
Oradea, Romania), ALINA ROMAN, ANCA EGERĂU, TIBERIU DUGHI ("Aurel Vlaicu" University 
of Arad, Romania), BRÎNDUŞA ANTONIA GRIGORAŞ (Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Life events and subjective well-being of Romanian school children. Findings from the 
International Survey on Children’s Well-Being Pilot Study 
Life events are the special, temporal part of the context in which children develop, with strong 
impact on their lives. The influence of life events on subjective well-being of Romanian school 
children will be studied with the use of data collected in Romania within the framework of 
International Survey for Children’s Wellbeing (age 10-13, n=2314). Respondents were asked 
to report the occurrence in the last year of five personal and familial life events (moved house, 
changed living area, changed school, lived in another country for over a month, lived with 
other parents).  We found that existence life events influence their subjective well-being. 
However, giving the low subsample, none of these events has an independent influence on 
children’s well-being. 
Keywords: Children's well-being, Survey, Romania, Post-communist countries. 
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SERGIU BĂLȚĂTESCU (University of Oradea, Romania), DANIELA BĂLȚĂTESCU (Direction for 
Sport and Youth Bihor, Romania)  
Entitlement Attitudes and the backward sloping curve of life satisfaction. A Study with 
Romanian Students 
Backward sloping curve of life satisfaction is an empirical regularity obtained by asking how 
satisfied with life think they are the members of their family, their relatives, neighbors, 
peoples from their town and peoples from their countries. These evaluations are influenced 
by the “psychological distance”: the closer peoples are, the more their satisfaction with life is 
judged positively. This paper use data collected from Romanian students (n=390). The shape 
of backward sloping curve is compared for different levels of entitlement, measured using the 
methodology proposed by Żemojtel-Piotrowska, Baran and Piotrowski (2011). We found that 
these attitudes have minor influence on the shape of backward sloping curve. 
 
Keywords: backward sloping curve, life satisfaction, entitlements, Romania 
 
AURELIAN VIRGIL BĂLUŢĂ (Spiru Haret University), MIHAI ANDRONIE (Spiru Haret University) 
Costs and Benefits in Manual Application of Quality Managment in Higher Education in 
Romania. Case Study for Spiru Haret University Experience of Implementing a System of 
Procedures in Accordance with ISO Model in the Project „European Quality in Romanian 
Education” 
The communication presents the current state of higher education in Romania, need to move 
to standards such as ISO, reference elements in the process of assimilation of such standards 
by private universities, costs and benefits attached to this process. Is disseminated the Spiru 
Haret University experience in application the procedures in accordance with ISO model under 
a project funded by the European Social Fund through the Sectoral Operational Programme 
Human Resources Development named <European Quality in Romanian Education>. 
Communication describes the required elements of system procedures designed in this 
project. By way of example, is shown by a summary of the procedures <The quality of teaching 
courses> and < Learning outcomes>. Authors, as members of the project management team, 
explains the immediate benefits of the transition to the implementation of quality 
management in a private university and also the benefits expected on long-term. The 
communication is included comparison with the experience to date in other sectors of society, 
primarily the top achievers. The communication fall on topic < Education between Quality and 
Equality>. By introducing the model ISO standard procedures in higher education aims to 
move to a new stage of education quality, in line with the realities of the real economy that 
future graduates will act. Through rigorous procedures for quality management system is 
entering the stage simultaneous observance of equal opportunities and increasing 
performance indicators. 
Keywords: procedures such as ISO model, cost and benefits, higher education, quality of 
education, procedure 
 
CAMELIA BECIU (National University of Political Studies and Public Administration,Bucharest) 
“Here” and “There”. Shaping Workforce Migration in Public Debates From Sending 
Countries 
The paper analyzes the way the workforce migration phenomenon is problematized by non-
migrants, more specifically, social actors belonging to various socio-cultural categories, 
“witnesses” of this phenomenon and of debates in Romanian public space. Starting from 
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positions taken in focus-groups, the analysis highlights discursive mechanisms employed by 
social actors to appropriate migration as public problem. What meanings of collective identity 
are negotiated in a debate on workforce migration? This paper, based on Critical Discourse 
Analysis, first proves that social actors interpret this type of migration by instrumentalizing 
identitarian discourse: “categories” of migrants are instituted and symbolic inequalities are 
reproduced in the relationship with “the other”. Secondly, social actors recontextualize 
discourses and cultural stereotypes routinely employed in the political and media sphere 
regarding workforce migration in the UE, collective identities or belonging practices. 
Keywords: migration, discourse, proximity-distance, public problem 
 
 
CARMEN BODIU (The House of Teaching Staff, Bihor) 
Paideia – Model of a Better Society 
Paideia does not refer to mere education, it implies creation and invention. And the man 
himself is the masterpiece that Paideia intends to create” (L. Mumford). We are 
contemporaneous with an age in an unceasing re-making, marked by the speed of its re-
creation, and this is why the issue of models and the overriding crisis of values presents itself 
as an existential dimension. Changes and adjusting maneuvers to the structures of an 
uncertain destination urge us to identify some solid landmarks in the history of humankind: a 
civilization grounded on ideals that will meet the needs of an accomplished personality, on 
models of a high intelectual, moral, emotional and aesthetic standards. Paideia means 
wisdom, a new Weltanschauung as a source of balance and hope.  The man can regain control 
over his own life and destiny in order to exhert his conscience freely and responsibly, within 
his inner being and towards the outer world, with a view of contributing to the well-being of 
the society he inhabits. 
Keywords: spiritual and moral values, accomplished personality, paideia 
 
DANA VALERIA BONCA (“Valahia” University of Targoviste), ADELINA IACOB (University of 
Oradea)  
The School of Quality from the Perspective of the Community Paradigm 
The increase in the efficiency of the educational systems and their alignment to the quality 
standards represent the main objectives emphasized by the educational policy at the domestic 
and European level. Educational management concentrated on quality adds value 
methodically to the community perspective of the school, which frames an education system 
defined as an authentic social exercise/act. Given this certain context and taking into account 
the reality which ranges between continuity and changes, it is justified the concern to analyze 
the profile of the community schools and their way to configure themselves in different 
environments. This study intends to identify the implications of the partnership between the 
school and the community on the social level and underlines the principles and the philosophy 
of the community perspective of the school. The paper outlines some of the actual community 
school models from different countries and sets up the changes that some social actors went 
through at the axiological, attitude and behavioral level. We start from the premise that there 
is a social responsibility taken on by the educational, decision making and community actors, 
regarding the school of the quality, which carries out the task of reshaping and remodeling 
the human community. 
Keywords: community, community spirit, education as a social exercise/act 
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ADRIANA BONDOR (University of Bucharest), 
The Publishing Intentions of the Young Interbellic Generation in Romania. How Material is 
a Non-Materialized Project? 
This study is part of a larger research on the history of Romanian sociology in general and on 
the contributions brought by Anton Golopenția to the Monographic School from Bucharest in 
the Romanian interwar period in particular.       
The starting point is an original document, respectively the correspondence between Anton 
Golopenția and Octavian Neamțu, published in the double number from November and 
December 2012 of the Transilvania Journal (Sanda Golopenția, Pagini despre tineret și 
revistele lui în corespondența dintre Anton Golopenția și Octavian Neamțu – document inedit 
–, în “Transilvania”, nr. 11-12/2012, pp. 103-120. ) From 15 letters which cover the period 
between January 1933 and April 1936, the analysis focuses upon those elements which firstly 
explain the need of a publication project as Anteu. Monthly Magazine for the exhibit and 
defense of the Romanian realities, which became afterwards Thought and deeds. Monthly 
Magazine for the exhibit and the coordination of Romanian realities. The focus is not especially 
on its actual appearance, but rather on the idea’s emergence, the background and the 
arguments which supported its appearance. Thus, the study answers to questions such as: 
why did the monographists need a publication? What are the explanations and the arguments 
which support their efforts? In what manners such a publication would have shaped an 
identity of the monographists? And last, but not least, it points out the continuity and the 
manners in which the original intention became true at one later point. From a methodological 
point of view, the reading key is determined by the understanding of the historical period 
between the two World Wars in Romania, of the background and of the persons that are 
involved. Thus, we mainly apply the methodology specific for the social history. 
Keywords: Romanian interwar period, publications, monography, Anton 
 
DUMITRU BORŢUN (National School of Political and Administrative Sciences, Bucharest), 
A Synoptic Overview of CSR in Romania. Research Amongst Romanian Managers.  
Within the period 2007-2010 I have conducted the research program entitled “Study on the 
transformation of the corporate social responsibility policies in levers to sustainable 
development in Romania”, financed by the National Authority for Scientific Research (ANCS) 
through the National Center of Programs Management (CNMP). The purpose of the first 
survey carried out by Data Media ltd. (partner of SNSPA) has been to capture the managers’ 
representation and attitudes on corporate social responsibility (CSR). This has been a 
quantitative research, performed during the period February 13th – March 13th 2009 
amongst managers in charge with the CSR activity in 100 Romanian companies. The 
investigated lot has comprised the most powerful companies in Romania with regard to their 
turnover (according to the data supplied by the Ministry of Public Finances). This study meant 
to enable us to see how spread is the phenomenon of corporate social responsibility and how 
deep it is embedded in the practices and policies of Romanian companies. Although there 
have beenstudies addressing topics adjacent to CSR matters, such as the top of the best 
employers, this study was the first that called into question the scientific research of this 
phenomenon. My paper will present its main conclusions. 
Keywords: public interest, corporate competitiveness, sustainable development, corporate 
social responsibility, development stage 
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AMANDA BOSOVCKI (Babes-Bolyai University, PhD in Sociology ) 
Bureaucratic Spleen: Europeanization and Resistance to Change in Romanian 
Public Administration 
In this study we analyze from o sociological and organizational communication perspective, 
the way in which positive communication of European knowledge produces a series of 
perverse effects at the level of Romanian public administration. These effects usually take the 
form of an avoidance strategy. In other words, confronted with certain change requirements, 
Romanian public organizations react by decoupling their structural dimensions from specific 
activities. In order to better understand the Romanian public administration’s reaction to 
change, we introduce the concept of bureaucratic spleen. This oxymoron concept points out 
the apparent paradox of simultaneous acceptance and rejection, change and resistance to 
change, and that of a cognitive tacit state of mind that is antagonistic to its own explicit 
dimension, all of these manifested along an emotional background of melancholy and 
assumed sufficiency. 
Keywords: perverse effects, European integration, knowledge management, resistance to 
change, resistance through distance, bureaucratic spleen 
 
COSMIN BRICIU (Quality of Life Research Institute, RIQL) 
The Development of the Home Care System in Romania 
The provisions of law establish that the elderly, disabled and chronically ill people are eligible 
to benefit from personal care at home. Romania is expected to face a sharp aging process: the 
share of the group aged over 60 years is expected to exceed the 30% level from total 
population by 2050. According to some estimations, more than 1.5 million people with 
disabilities and around 3.5 million people affected by chronic diseases live in Romania. The 
need for dedicated social assistance services is expected to grow in the future, while the strong 
cohabitation pattern of the Romanian households may only partly compensate for the 
increasing social dependency. The current number of beneficiaries of home-care at the 
national level, around 12500 in 2013, represents only a small part of the vulnerable group. 
The system is under-developed and the analyses display high territorial disparities, with more 
than half of the beneficiaries in the Centre and Bucharest regions. The same disparities can be 
observed within regions, at the county level and between urban and rural areas. The study 
also analyzes the European trends in home care, with examples from countries where the 
coverage and efficiency of this type of services are far more advanced and draws 
recommendations for the Romanian national home care system. 
Keywords: home care, elderly, reform. 
 
COSMIN BRICIU (Quality of Life Research Institute, RIQL) 
The Social Problems of the Romanian Youth 
The condition of the Romanian society and the development perspectives, in terms of 
demographic and labour market structure, social services and general welfare delivery, 
represent an unprecedented challenge for the youth. The recent economic crisis has only 
added supplementary difficulties to the structural problems obstructing youth’ integration in 
society. This situation is part of a more general crisis of the western /Occident model of social 
development but it has its particularities in the case of the Romanian society. It may be 
considered that the Romanian Y genres have inherited the problems of the communist regime, 
which proliferated after its fall, and accumulated most of the problems of transition 
/anachronistic ”fordist” capitalism. The paper discusses the most important social problems 
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that the youth face, in the occupation, education, health and housing sectors, discusses the 
current implications for the family arrangements, standard of living and quality of life of the 
youth and highlights the most vulnerable groups. The study indicates future risks for young 
generations and highlights the limited capacity of social security and social work systems to 
compensate for the expected deficits. It also stresses the need for reform in order to ensure 
general sustainability of social development. 
Keywords: youth, social problems, development risks. 
 
ANDREEA CRISTINA BRINZA (University of Bucharest) 
The Chinese Whte-Collar in the Age of Globalization 
China, the vice-power of the World, goes across high-speed transformations which are 
reflected over one fifth of the Globe’s population. Globalization, especially “glocalization” , 
gave a new face to China and to its society. If the “Peaceful Rise” of the Middle Kingdom was 
made through exports and the working class, in the present, China enters in a new social-
economic stage: the age of the white collar, or otherwise said, the middle class. The Chinese 
middle class suffers from social rickets, representing only 30% of its population, but it is 
expected to reach 50-60% in 2025. The effect that a strong middle class will have on the 
China’s economy is that of balancing the market through the mechanism of the “invisible 
hand”.Many scholars see in the next future of China an economic fatigue, fatigue that could 
be avoid by running the “social engine” , generated by the middle class. Besides the creation 
of a stable internal market, the reducing of inequality and the acceleration of the national 
welfare, Chinese middle class can provide the China’s economy with the stability that it needs 
to step away from the vicious circle of “unequal exchange” and the “development of 
underdevelopment”. China is classified like an emerging country, and, recently, Romania has 
been labelled as a“frontier market” , which makes us wonder if the development of the 
Romanian middle class will follow the same blueprint as the Chinese one. Through this paper 
we will analyze the implication of globalization over the social stratification in China and 
Romania, the long term effects which this process generates, we will radiography the 
evolution of the middle class, as well as the projection of it into the future of Chinese and 
Romania societies. 
Keywords: middle class, China, globalization, glocalization, social stratification,  the 
development of underdevelopment, luxury market, Romania, frontier market. 
 
KAMIL BRZEZIŃSKI (University of Lodz, Poland)  
Life Satisfaction in the Postindustrial Cities of Central and Eastern Europe 
The main purpose of the paper is to show and explain some differentiations in the level of life 
satisfaction between the inhabitants of the postindustrial cities in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Life satisfaction will be analyzed by generalized satisfaction, satisfaction with private life and 
satisfaction with life in the city. The differentiations in the level of life satisfaction will be 
explained by the following explanatory variables: wealth, participation and networks.  
The main thesis of the paper is the assumption the differentiations in the level of life 
satisfaction between the inhabitants of the postindustrial cities are not very high. Moreover, 
it is assumed that the level of life satisfaction is mostly related to wealth.  
The empirical basis for the  paper is a database from surveys carried out in selected 
postindustrial  cities of  Poland, Russia, Hungary and Lithuania. In each of the above countries 
one city was selected in order to conduct a survey of representative samples of inhabitants 
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between the age of eighteen and seventy. The empirical investigation was carried out in the 
year 2012 with the financial support of National Centre of Science in Poland.   
Keywords: Life satisfaction, postindustrial cities, Central and Eastern Europe 
 
RALUCA SINZIANA BUHAȘ (University of Oradea) 
Whom Do We “Choose” Online? Partner Selection Criteria in Cyberspace 
Although skeptics do not completely accept cyberspace as a modern but natural frame for 
establishing and maintaining diverse relationships, in the last few years the online 
environment has become a common and useful social context for those who have embraced 
the digital reality in their everyday life. If we rely on web sites to search information and data, 
pay our bills on the Internet, go for an online shopping session, why shouldn`t we search our 
soul-mate online? The sociological investigation addressed in the present paper was 
conducted on online formed romantic couples who successfully managed the transition to the 
offline context. We identify and discuss the socio-demographic, cultural and psycho-social 
criteria which are standing on the basis of the partner selection process in cyberspace and 
generate, in the end, a synthetizedmodel regarding these determinants. 
Keywords: cyberspace, partner selection, social determinants, online. 
 
ALFRED BULAI (National School of Political and Administrative Sciences), 
Towards Good Society. But why Is Romania Not a Good Society Already? 
The theme of reforms towards the good society suggests that a development project should 
be promoted and that it that should be referential for the Romanian society and 
beyond.Terms like good society or good governance are frequently used and most often they 
are assumed as postulates even in academic papers in the field of Sociology and Political 
Sciences. The attention, the debate and even the criticism arefocused especially on indicators, 
tools or policies that can assure the accomplishment of such goals. It is silently assumed as a 
postulate that current society confronts with serious issues and by default it isn’t good, and 
therefore an orientation vector towards such a model is needed. In this paper I analyse if the 
postulate stating that societies (referring especially to the Romanian society) need such an 
orientationand reforms to lead them to the model of a good society can be assumed. The 
analysis highlights the ideological content of such a thesis, content that relies itself on a 
cultural backgroundthat has nothing to do with actual economic or social data, and even less 
with the contextual elements of the current economic crisis. Our thesis is that society does 
not need reforms, but another ideological model (generically understood as a narrative 
framework for institutional legitimation) and that the historical evolution of similar process in 
the past has relied onideological not societal changes. 
Keywords: good society; ideology; narrative structures, institutional change 
 
OVIDIANA BULUMAC (CESPE), ANTONIA MIULESCU(University of Bucharest), BIANCA TUDOR 
(University of Bucharest) 
Railroad and Identity. Comparative Study Case: Toplița and Livezi Communities, Harghita 
County 
In terms of content, one can identify two constituent forms of the infrastructural apparatus: 
physical and social. Physical infrastructure refers to the visible expression subscribed to the 
analysis unit called civilization, namely that it has a decisive contribution to the physical 
organization of the world. Therewith, it represents that accumulation of elements composed 
of communications, transport and logistics (economic or military) dimensions. On the other 
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hand, through social infrastructure we understand that particular immaterial expression, 
specific to human communities, which embodies an entire suite of contents and vectors that 
enable the community network (Bulumac, 2013). In the light of these new definitions, the 
infrastructure – community relationship takes on new meanings and brings up new questions, 
especially in an intercultural environment. To what extent does the physical infrastructure 
change a community’s identity? Which is the community’s reference towards infrastructure? 
What is the representation of infrastructure in the individual conscience? Is there a connection 
between identity space (ethnic, linguistic, cultural) and infrastructure? And if so, what are the 
main visible manifestations of the infrastructure’s embedding into a constellation such as the one 
of identity? The answers to these questions will be provided through the analysis of two 
Transylvanian communities: the Livezi village, and Topliţa city. 
The first stands out in the region by two aspects: the railway (with the Caracău viaduct), and the 
conservative reaction in the face of intercultural experiences. On the other hand, in Topliţa, the 
railway seems to operate after different coordinates. In the post-revolutionary period, in Livezi’s 
case one can notice a certain communitarian "detachment" from the railway, due to the general 
economic situation of the country, while in Topliţa this phenomenon is "boosted" also by the 
widespread collapse of the activities that require systematically organized, constant and massive 
transportation, e.g. the railway. We will also try to provide an answer to the following question: is 
there a connection between physical and symbolic infrastructure? Is there a link between the 
living culture of a community and its interconnection with the rest of the country through the 
physical infrastructure? Conducted in the 2011-2013 timeframe during three stages of research, 
the analysis performed afterwards is predominantly qualitative, while the employed methodology 
is the neointerpretative one (Baltasiu, Dumitrescu, Bulumac, 2009), focused on semi-structured 
interviews and mental mapping. 
Keywords: social infrastructure, physical infrastructure, identity, railway, mental mapping, 
interculturality. 
 
VASILE BURTEA (Hyperion University), 
The Roma Groups - Ethnogenetic Foundation of Becoming a Nation 
This study aims to highlight and assess what „traditional” has meant and still means and the 
existance of the Roma groups (as a atypical determination which is specific to the Roma 
people) in the life of the Roma communities and of the Roma people as a whole, as well as 
their role in the development, the evolution, adaptation and survival of the Roma culture and 
identity. Beyond this, the understanding of the concept in all, its methodological significance 
and complexity, seems extremely important as well as the clarifying and explanatory role of 
this concept used in sociological research dedicated to the study of the Roma in various 
aspects, issues or determinations. The material is based on documentary research, on the 
widespread use of anamnesis in the field research and everyday observation, as well as on a 
multitude of individual and group discussions, and sufficient free or focused interviews. To be 
pointed out is also the dynamic of the concept, its ability to reinvent itself in the social and 
political becoming of the population in question. The definition of the Roma groups and its 
analysis in the social diachrony is essential. The description of each group revealed by the 
research, its classification according to certain criteria, constitute, in my opinion, theoretical 
and methodological acquisitions of high importance. The revealing of the functionality of the 
concept and its leading role is of sociological interest. 
Keywords: ownership/claim to a group/ethnicity, consciousness of a people, the presence of 
a nation, reclaiming act of the Roma culture. 
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IONUȚ BUTOI (University of Bucharest), 
”The two Romanias": the Origins and the Context of a Controversial Formula 
In the number 2 of "The Right", December 1932, Mircea Vulcănescu was publishing his famous 
article 'The two Romanias". The formula used in the title made career and came into common 
usage until today. Although the topic of the text is typical for the interwar Romanian society 
and for the concerns of the Gustian school - namely, the divide between town and country 
side - there is still controversy about the meaning of Mr. Vulcănescu’s text. 
In a recent interpretation, historian Lucian Boia believes that, in fact, that article is 
symptomatic of the nationalist "psychosis" that characterized the young interwar intellectual 
elite: Vulcănescu’s statistics, used to describe the ethnic composition of the cities of the 
Greater Romania, would be wrong and/as his main concern would have been related to 
"demographic dynamics". 
Given this intriguing contemporary reading of a text from the year of 1932, I am proposing a 
research designed to try a reconstruction of the context in which Mircea Vulcănescu’s 
journalistic intervention took place. What is the context of the interwar debate within which 
Vulcănescu’s text can be aligned? What is the stake of this programmatic article? Who writes 
this text, the essayist or the monographist Vulcănescu? I will give the answers to these 
questions by referencing the current debates of that time, the work and publishing plans of 
the monographists, and by refining Vulcănescu’s concepts on the basis of other writings, some 
of them yet to be published. 
Keywords: Mircea Vulcănescu, young interwar generation, monography, Gustian School 
 
ŞTEFAN BUZĂRNESCU (West University, Timişoara), 
A failed social experiment in performance: socialist market economy  
In this section we aim to rethink the doctrinarian and praxeological statute of what was called 

with a generic term in the social exegesis “the third way” of development: neither the socialist 

of Bolshevik type nor the capitalist of occidental type. Historically speaking, after going 

through a long system crisis, the socialism of Bolshevik type failed and reached through 

bankruptcy through implosion. The capitalism of the occidental type is also in a generalized 

crisis through which it cannot survive unless by a damaged degree of indebtedness of the 

national communities; even the USA became the country with the most large number of debts 

in the world. This proves that the resources of “lasting” development can no longer be 

provided by its own economy no matter how functional might they be labeled, and their 

apologists can no longer be relied upon. After the fall of the Leninist-Stalinist type of 

communist parties (even without foreign debts at the level of political paradigm exchange, as 

the case of Romania), after assuming the capitalist method of occidental style, the former 

socialist countries from the bankrupt Bolshevism area have only succeeded to quickly enlarge 

their debts without registering with the frequently invoked „ lasting developments” 

coordinates! In their turn, these countries bring new arguments in order to demonstrate the 

decline of the occidental type over centuries, which provided the maximum that it could give: 

financial stability with the price of unemployment rate increase. Now, the unemployment 

primed a social bomb that registers explosions of peripheral amplitude but without hope that 

it could ease the causes which fuel the presence of social phenomenology, impossible to 
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”catch” in the standard classifications of the classical concepts of the social sciences. As a 

response, countries such as China or Norway, through their original social projects, without 

recourse to the monetary politics, have marked and register in the most immediate present 

some financial excess and impressive rhythms of harmonious development within some global 

competitive economy. In particular, China suggests a new model of “socialist economy 

market”. As researchers in the academic freedom area, we have the entire possibility to 

concretely approach this theme which the politicians do not bring into discussion due to some 

personal reasons; I do not think we have to ask for their approval in the former regime of 

censorship anymore. Can the socialist economy market be the third way? Here is a question 

to which the ASR Conference offers an opportunity to obtain answers for the researchers of 

all value orientations kind. 

Keywords: ideologies of welfare, socialist market economy, crises 

 
MARINA CALIGA (State University Alecu Russo, Bălți, Moldova),  
Integrity of musical education lesson by opperational obsjectives 
Given the complex approach to integrity, which interests researchers from different  scientific 
fields (sociology, philosophy, economics, psychology, pedagogy, etc.), implementing the  
pedagogical ideas and values of the the phenomenon is an obvious necessity to the foundation 
of these worthes. Development an overall view, subject to educational interests of society and 
integrated into practice, which develop music education of students, highlights the idea of 
integration of skills in different events and spans of integrity. Those values treated from the 
postmodern perspective, explain the research of integrity in  general appearance and and both 
in specific meaning, the context. As  anticipation factor of social development outlined by the 
educational strategies determined by the cultural model of society, aimed at forming an 
autonomous personality, adaptable to a world in rapid change.  
This article is dedicated to one of the most discussed issues regarding the design of operational 
objectives at music education. Operational objectives involve forward-looking approaches, 
based on a procedural algorithm. Goal of teacher of music education is to design and identify 
correct operational objectives at the  lesson. 
Keywords:_ operational objectives, music education, music-didactic activities 
 
VASILICA CAPATAN (Association for Permanent Education in the Rural Environment)  
Mobilizing Opportunities in Vocational Education with Innovative 
Technologies/ MOVE IT 
European Union's Education and Training 2020 Strategy recognises the need to improve 
vocational education and training help to provide the skills, knowledge and competences 
needed in the labour market.  There is a need to improve the capacity of VET to respond to 
the changing requirements of the labour market. There should be more flexible modes of 
delivery and tailored training offers with ICT having the potential to enhance VET through 
distance/work based learning models. The “Mobilizing Opportunities in Vocational Education 
with Innovative Technologies / MOVE IT’ project addresses the LLP priority of Encouragement 
of cooperation between VET and the world of work through transfer of an innovative model 
of work experience. It also develops the skills of trainers and tackles the embedding of 
functional skills in the delivery of distance learning. The MOVE IT project will adapt and 
transfer an innovative, effective work based delivery methodology incorporating e-learning 
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and mobile technology for 16-24 year olds learning in the workplace. The project will result in 
an improved cost effective work based delivery that is accessible and attractive to learners in 
the workplace and employers in the land based sectors. This will be integrated into partner 
organisations, fostering the integration of working life into VET and promoting work based 
learning and apprenticeships. 
Keywords: vocational education, work based learning, innovative technologies 
 
IONEL CAŞCAVAL (Associations of Social Economy Specialists and Practitioners)  
The socio-economic crisis and its consequences in terms of social inclusion for the Romanian 
communities 

This scientific research, the field of social economy follow explain why it’s in the city of 
Timisoara, which implies, primarily non-governmental and the conditions that facilitate or 
limit its evolution. Identifying solutions and resources to support non-governmental 
organizations  to bet on the context of the sustainable development of social economy.    
Successful integration of persons from vulnerable groups depends on the cooperation of all 
the community institutions. 
Keywords:: Identifying, organizations, sustainable, social, vulnerable, community. 
 
VIRGINIA CÂMPEANU  (Institute for World Economy, Romanian Academy), CRISTINA BÂLGĂR 
(Institute for World Economy, Romanian Academy) 
A New Paradigm of the Chinese Model of Economic Development. Risks and Opportunities 
for the Global Economy 
In this paper we provide an overview of the growth model in China in the last 35 years, the 
transition from the socialist market economy to state capitalism, and the new paradigm of the 
Chinese development model towards market economy.  In the last 35 years the Chinese 
economic growth model was a combination of strong communist government leadership and 
practical economic policies as a driving force of high growth. This emphasizes the 
government’s role, which is powerful, but ensured political and social stability as the 
prerequisites of economic growth. China has achieved good results by operating a system with 
elements of socialism and capitalism working together, and by continuously seeking change 
in response to the changing environment inside and outside of China.  China’s economy, the 
second-largest in the world, is on its way of transitioning toward a market economy, to a new 
growth model with slower GDP growth and a more balanced economic structure. The Western 
experts expect Chinese policymakers would use the next several years to intensify market 
reforms and indications ahead of an important October 2013 plenary meeting in Beijing 
suggest this may be the case. Our paper analyses where China’s economy is heading, in which 
way it will develop, the risks and benefits of the China’s reform and how China’s economy will 
influence other economies as well as global economy in the years to come. 
Keywords: Chinese economic growth model, China's transition to a market economy, China's 
position and influence as a world economic power 
 
JONKA CEKA (European University of Tirana) 
Climate Change Impacts in European Society and Political Process of EU for 
Mitigation 
Scientific evidence, as well as human testimony exists on climate change. Its implications may 
affect resource availability, human health, and security, posing a threat to economic 
development, as well as to social and political stability. Projected climate change is expected 
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to affect European society in all economic sectors, goods and services, with largest impacts in 
the Mediterranean part of Europe. Developed countries shall succeed with mechanisms, 
although costly, to deal with these impacts, including adaptation and mitigation tools to 
minimize the difficulties caused by climate change to society, economy and political system. 
Countries that are already facing poverty, social and political instability, will be much more 
sensitive to the negative consequences of climate change. Since year 2003, climate change 
has been increasingly addressed by EU policy-makers and analysts as a danger and concern. 
Following that, climate change is being intensively discussed as a human and environmental 
security issue in European or regional forums. While climate change impacts have so far been 
of no major concern for the EU environmental policy, the security implications of climate 
change have increasingly become more important for the European Commission. 
Furthermore, in a world of globalization, environmental consequences are overcoming the 
conventional borders. Hence, environmental cooperation and integration is a necessity to be 
materialized by political initiatives that drive decision-making. 
Keywords: climate change impacts, security implications, EU policy, mitigation measures, 
regional cooperation 
 
FLOARE CHIPEA (University of Oradea), DELIA GEORGETA BEKESI (University of Oradea), 
Changes in the Structure of Employed Population - a Possible Cause of the Decrease in the 
Living Level of the Population. Case Study in Bihor County 
This paper aims to study the changes in the structure of employed population in Romania and 
in Bihor county between 1990-2012. We will also examine the changes in the level of the 
economy-wide average wage, respectively on its branches, through the method of secondary 
analysis, mainly of data from the National Institute of Statistics and other documents provided 
by public institutions in Bihor county, which manage data of interest for the study. The idea 
of the study was suggested by statistics that place, in the last two years, Bihor on the last place 
among counties in what concerns the level of average wages, although previously its place in 
the hierarchy of the counties in this regard was totally different. The hypothesis to be tested 
concerns the relationship between the structure of employed population and the average 
wage, in the sense that the average salary decreased, because in the structure of economy in 
Bihor county the largest share is held by agriculture and manufacturing industry, particularly 
the clothing industry, within which the wage is the lowest. 
Keywords: employed population, average wage, the structure of economy, Bihor county 
 
FLOARE CHIPEA (University of Oradea), SORANA SĂVEANU (University of Oradea), RALUCA 
BUHAȘ (University of Oradea) 
The Role of Family Environment in the Development of Adolescents’ Deviant Behavior. 
Explorative Analysis in High-Schools from Bihor County  
Considered to be the first group for socialization, family has a key role for the development of 
social skills and behaviors of adolescents. In this regard, parents are role models for their 
children and their behavior can lead into certain patterns of action followed later by 
adolescents. The paper focuses on investigating adolescents` behavior regarding alcohol, 
cigarettes and drug use, in terms of their correspondence within the family of origin. The 
research objectives are: descriptive analysis of the family situation of adolescents from high-
schools in Bihor county, the investigation of deviant behaviors of these adolescents - with 
direct reference to cigarettes, alcohol and drug use, and the analysis of adolescents’ deviant 
behaviors taking into consideration their family situation. Analyses are performed on data 
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obtained in a survey conducted in schools from Bihor county - 11th and 12th grade, in May-
June 2013. The results indicate the influence and involvement of the family environment in 
the development and occurrence of socially undesirable behaviors among adolescents from 
Bihor. 
Keywords: family environment, adolescents, alcohol, smoking, drug use 
 
MIRIAM CIHODARIU (University of Bucharest) 
Public Policies Regarding Illegal Migrants Working Abroad 
At the current time, there are over 2 million (or more) Romanian citizens working abroad, 
most of them under informal contracts, which makes them, according to official 
classifications, illegal workers, making their vulnerable status a threat to the social security at 
large. The phenomena is so broad that decades have passed since its effects on the Romanian 
demographics and economy (not to mention the economies of the target countries for work 
migration, especially Italy and Spain) are have gained a considerable impact. But despite these 
citizens' contribution to the economy of both countries (in the country of residence by virtue 
of work, in the country of origin by virtue of remittances), they are highly vulnerable to various 
crisis and they lack the basic protection usually given by law and a work contract. The situation 
is far from improving, and the increased internal mobility of the European workforce in 
general is actually making matters worse for this category of people. Under these 
circumstances, an analysis focusing on the institutional support available to them and policies 
dealing with these matters is not only welcome, but necessary. In the paper, I use an 
anthropological approach to the matter, finding it the most fit for dealing with such matters 
that encompass not only the high institutional level, but also the level of support given by the 
informal community. 
Keywords: migration, public policy, anthropology of policy, death, social security 
 
VALENTIN CIOBANU (Biohrana Prietenia – Social Enterprise), CRISTINA BUTUROAGA 
PhD Student, Academy of Economic Studies, Faculty of Management) 
Assuming and Promoting Social Responsibility and Social Entrepreneurship 
The activities undertaken by all organizations have financial, environmental and social 
consequences and it is only normal that these organizations should take up responsibilities, 
within their sphere of influence, thereby contributing to a sustainable consumption and 
development through the supplied products and services. Furthermore, ensuring consumers 
satisfaction has become a goal of all the organizations: as long as the social responsibility will 
become the need of the customers, organizations will become even more competitive, will 
contribute innovatively to the economic and social sustenaible development of the 
community they serve, and thus, profits and reputation will be enhanced. This paper 
introduces the concept of social responsibility and social entrepreneurship, and to exemplify 
the two terms are presented results of a research undertaken with the help of questionnaire 
delivered in Romania, to assess the opinions and behaviors of a relatively small number of 
consumers on assuming and promoting social responsibility by organizations and a case study 
of social entrepreneurship. The purpose of this article is to raise awareness on the importance 
of assuming and promoting social responsibility and social entrepreneurship, inclusively the 
political class to adopt the social entrepreneurship law. 
Keywords: social responsibility, social entrepreneurship, organization, consumer 
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POMPILIU-NICOLAE CONSTANTIN (Universite Libre de Bruxelles, University of Bucharest), 
Sport, Politics and Ethnicity in Romania After the Breakdown of Communism 
The idea of ethnicity is an active concept in the Romanian society, having a rich background 
with conflicts and reconciliations. The political relations and the nationalist attitudes have 
influenced the sportive space. For example, the sport confrontations between Romanians and 
Hungarians are generating an important debate in media and the impact is visible to the 
political level. My presentation points over some important moments of the political speech 
in relation with sport events that implicate the ethnic groups from Romania (Hungarians, 
Serbians, Turks). Using the theory of cultural violence,  I will formulate an analysis regarding 
the conflicts from sport. The cultural violence is expressed in sport in different ways, like 
patriotism, heroism, racism or sexism. In the same time I will explain how the ethnic groups 
are strengthening their identity using sport like instrument of cohesion. The political members 
of ethnic groups are using sport and their sport stars to affirm the rights of their communities. 
Keywords: heroism, sport policy, romania, nationalism 
 
SERGIU CONSTANTIN (European Academy of Bolzano/Bozen), 
Language Rights in Central and Eastern Europe 
My presentation aims to offer a comparative analysis of the state of affairs in Hungary, 
Romania, Slovak Republic and Slovenia. The comparison at functional, legal and institutional 
levels is supplemented by an assessment of the practice on the ground through the results of 
the field research. Firstly, I shall examine the key issues that arise in relation to the use of 
minority languages in public sphere: what is the territorial scope of the application of the 
relevant regulations, what public authorities and institutions are concerned and what 
linguistic rights are guaranteed. My intention is to provide the audience with a summary of 
the trends in this field, including examples of good and bad practice. Secondly, I shall analyze 
the impact in the field of minority education of various legal and institutional frameworks 
established in these Central and Eastern European countries. Finally, I shall conclude with an 
in-depth evaluation of the situation on the ground projected against the functional 
perspective of minority education. 
Keywords: national minorities; language rights; education 
 
ANDREEA CONSTANTINESCU (Institute of National Economy), 
Sustainable Development Paradigm - Synopsis 
Although sustainable development is a concept that has only recently gained scientific 
prestige, it was already laden with rich conceptual content and an impressive repertoire of 
good (and bad) practices. By allowing different approaches, the paradigm of sustainable 
development - depending on what is desired to be shown based on the methodological 
assumptions and conceptual instruments used - contains elements which enable it to open 
new horizons of knowledge. This shows, on one hand, the sustainability`s ability to create 
interdisciplinary bridges and, on the other hand, the determination of interested researchers 
to analyze extensively this concept. Launched in the beginning as a theoretical framework to 
serve justify responsible actions, the concept of sustainable development has quickly become 
a topic enrolled to the coordinates of perfectibility of human nature. In this respect, 
philosophical content of this paradigm could not remain outside the concerns of researchers 
who want to provide decision makers and general public the widest possible range of 



Book of abstracts 

 

 

 

International Conference “Towards the Good Society – European Perspectives”, Bucharest 24-26 October 2013 |30 
 

arguments in favor of the viability of this paradigm. Also, because this concept is supported 
by economy, society and environment, any attempt to strengthen its epistemological base by 
highlighting not only its practical value, but also the concept, we consider that is not 
strictly philosophycal, but also on interdisciplinary horizon. Therefore, we stopped here on the 
conceptual development and its theoretical and practical implications, as well ason the 
controversies created around the scope and current interferences of sustainable development 
concept.  
Keywords: paradigm of sustainable development, sustainable economic development, 
philosophy of sustainable development, sustainable development policy, education for 
sustainable development, sustainable management 
 
CORNEL CONSTANTINESCU (University of Pitesti), MARIA CONSTANTINESCU (University of 
Pitesti) 
Arges Sociological Research 
The study aims to review the main points of sociological research in Arges initiated Sociological 
School of Bucharest and present those who linked the name of this research in the interwar 
period. 
The study insists on the rich investigation conducted by Miron Constantinescu 1938 ("Bogați, 
a merchant and emigrants village and town in Dâmbovița ") research conducted within the 
project "60 Romanian villages." It is also extensively presented net of sociological research in 
the summer of 1939 Dâmbovnic whose results were published in "Romanian Sociology in 
1941." There are also reviewed past contributions of intellectuals villages (priests, teachers, 
etc.). Guidance "Gusti School" in the monography of the village Arges, and contribution of 
prominent representatives of Arges in sociological research Ion Chelcea and VV Caramelea. 
 In postwar period researches are brought to light both the Department of Sociology, 
University of Bucharest (Teachers Miron Constantinescu, Septimius Chelcea Catalin Zamfir, 
Andrei Stănoiu, Virgil Constantinescu, Maria Voinea, Ion Constantinescu etc.) and towards the 
end of the decade the 9 century by subsidiary Arges Research Centre for Youth Affairs 
(Coordinator Constantin Schifirneț, President Stan Florea, secretary Cornel Constantinescu). 
In the end, there are some statements on sociological research in Arges in post-revolutionary 
stage. 
Keywords: "Gusti School", Arges, sociological research 
 
ELENA COPACIU (Carol Davila Faculty of Medicine Bucharest, Clinic of Anesthesia- Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU), Emergency University Hospital of Bucharest), ELENA SANDU (Research 
Institute for Quality of Life, Romanian Academy Spiru Haret Faculty of Sociology-Psychology 
Bucharest, Clinic of Anesthesia- Intensive Care Unit (ICU), Emergency University Hospital of 
Bucharest)  
 Pain Therapy in Romania - specific issues and  alignment with international standards 
A ,,good society” aims to increase quality of life in all its structural and functional areas. One 
of the factors with strong societal impact is the health of society members. The health system 
is significantly influenced by the level of resources, by the reliability of its infrastructure and 
its relationship with the economic system. Within the health system and across clinical 
specialties and galloping medical and technical progress, there is a factor with ancestral roots 
but perennial harmful impact: pain. The burden of human suffering is reflected beyond the 
boundaries of health systems, resonates in the key social sectors: labor market, the economic 
resources, and not insignificant, in the vitality and creative potential of the entire society. 
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Despite his development difficulties, Romania has aligned with the intentions and programs 
initiated by global organizations that have assumed the role of increased awareness of the 
societal impact of pain, mentioning here the World Health Organization, International 
Association for the Study of Pain and the European Federation of Chapters of the International 
Association for the Study of Pain, etc. A form of affiliation is the Romanian Association for the 
Study of Pain which aims to increase the quality of patients life by implementing a network of 
service centers for Pain Therapy in Romania, the application of modern technological methods 
of treatment and development of guidelines, protocols and recommendations, with the 
central goal: decrease physiological, psychological, ethical and financial consequences 
derivatives of delayed healing, patient suffering and morbidity.  
Keywords: pain, health, harmful societal impact, patient quality of life. 
 
ALEXANDRA CRĂCIUN (University of Bucharest), SÎNZIANA BADEA, ALEXANDRA LUCIA 
CRĂCIUN, IULIA SABINA PANĂ, RADU PĂTRAȘCU  
Economical and Professional Identity in Toplita 
This article aims to enhance some of the most relevant economical and social phenomena that 
took place between the years 1991-2011, in a community with a very strong ethnic 
background - Topliţa. Two of the most troublesome and yet unsolved issues that we have 
encountered in Toplita are the increased unemployment rate and migration, mostly amongst 
active people. For instance, only 358 of the population, out of approximately 15000, is 
currently registered as employed labour force. At the same time, our analysis will also focus 
on the ethnic structure of the community in Toplita. The paper is mostly based on statistics, 
as well as empirical observations and interviews. To sum up, based on our subject we were 
able, firstly, to understand the dynamics of the region, from an economic point of view. At the 
same time, our analysis might be perceived as a first step in understanding the intercultural 
relations between the members of the community, taken into account its various ethnic 
grounds. Subsequently, Toplita is an intercultural community which can be viewed as a 
comprehensive pattern so as to better understand a particular phenomenon, integrated in a 
more complex and enlarged system - the Romanian society in the 21st century. 
Keywords: unemployment, ethnicity, profession, migration, privatisation 
 
COSMIN SERGIU CREMENE (Babes-Bolyai University Cluj Napoca),VERNIS TRAIAN (Babes-
Bolyai University Cluj Napoca), HIRGHIDUȘI ION (University of Petroșani) 
The Manipulation of Public Opinion by the Media 
The purpose of this paper is to bring attention that there is manipulation of public opinion 
through the media. The survey was conducted in October – December 2009 on a intentional 
lot of 93 students of the Faculty of Sciences of years of study I, II and III, with different 
specializations at the University of Petroşani, age 20-30 years and over 30 years. We chose to 
interview sociological research method because of the possibility of obtaining information and 
nonverbal behavior, gestures, facial expressions, various pantomimes, etc. tics. Another 
reason I chose sociological interview, is that spontaneity in response, the first reaction is 
usually more accurate, compared with an opinion, and in conjunction with a built reaction. In 
this research we used direct investigation by semistructured interview for which only default 
themes are discussed, which are written in a brief interview guide. The interview guide 
contained 26 questions of which 23 questions and 3 questions factual opinion as processing 
information collected will be done in two ways: 
- Primary processing of responses to each question in the interview guide maintenance. 
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- Workmanship for analysis and interpretation. 
The most interesting result is that a large amount of high-violence programs is seen by an 
individual at an early age: he tries to emulate what they see and what they find interesting. 
Usually, in those action movies containing violent scenes, spectacular default, these 
productions attract young audiences. The result is the formation of a violent individual, 
possibly a person with low culture (time spent watching movies, programs and so on is much 
larger than time allocated for reading a book, etc.) 
Keywords: Public Opinion, handling, Rumors, Media 
 
EUGEN CRIHAN (University of Oradea, Romania), 
The  Rural  World  in  the  Romanian  Literature of the XIX-th Century 
It is rather surprinsing to see that Romanian Literature in the XIX-th Century looks like being 
almost quiet when it focuses rural world. Such surprise is strongly justified when somebody 
takes into account that rural inhabitants were at the time a massive presence in the social 
frame, and the tensions which were generated by the "agrarian problem" (or "peasant" one) 
were in a continuous developping. The fuzziness which concerns the quasi-silence of the most 
of the writers in that time is enforced when looking the fiction manners they used in order to 
evoque the main social character on the rural world - the peasant. There exist some 
significant exceptions, but most of the authors focuse themselves on the deficient features of 
the Romanian peasant. Or, best of the cases, they are reconstructing him in a fictional way 
which presents to us the peasant as a minor, passive and insignificant social being. On the 
contrary, another social figure of the rural world appears rather idealized, sometimes even in 
idyllic terms. They are only few exceptions from it, and so being, the ""old good"" noble 
("boyar"), who is always of a romanian origin, looks as a literary character of the highest 
human quality. On the contrary, other no-peasant figures of the time, beginning whith the 
tenant (especially the foreign one), and continuing whith other modern social actors, are seen 
as some at least dubious human beings, but rather as some distructive ones. Last of the 
speaking, the rural intelectuals in statu nascendi have the same literary fate of the peasants, 
being as well depicted in poor and pale esthetical colours. So being, it would be worthy, we 
believe, to try, even if in short lines, to clear up in explanatory terms this situation which is 
one that concerns both cultural and rural sociology. Thus because, beyond the inherent 
esthetical subjectivities of the literary creators, it is to acknowledge that some constants of 
the rural life at that time constraint to some regularities of the writings as well. 
Keywords: rural world, social and fictional character, minor and insignificant social being, 
peasant, ""boyar"", modern social actors 
 
CAMELIA CRIŞAN (National School of Political and Administrative Sciences – Faculty of 
Communication and Public Relations), ALEXANDRA ZBUCHEA (School of Political and 
Administrative Sciences – Faculty of Management) 
Online Media Repositories as Normative Tools for CSR 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) covers the area at the junction of economic, social and 
communication sciences. Several authors (Frederick 2006, Carroll 1999) define CSR 
considering a strong historic-contextual perspective. The contemporary understanding of CSR 
is the result of different debates and social movements that shaped the public agenda (Caroll 
and Buchholtz 2006, Zadek 2004/2007). The societal transformations, where people evolved 
from masses to publics and networks, will determine a new understanding of CSR, from the 
perspective of social media and globalization. Taking over the concept of CSR 2.0 from Visser 



Book of abstracts 

 

 

 

International Conference “Towards the Good Society – European Perspectives”, Bucharest 24-26 October 2013 |33 
 

(2008), the authors aim at demonstrating that CSR, in the post-modern world, represents a 
new powerful leverage in the relationship between business and society. When information 
on a company abuse is posted online, the reactions of the social network transcend national 
borders and the response of citizens and consumers affect companies, sometimes, beyond 
their capacity to react. The online networks, the user created content, in one word, the social 
media shape not only CSR as a concept but could lead to international regulation of a new 
type of corporate behavior. Our paper investigates if such platforms could be normative 
agents of corporative behavior in terms of CSR, namely, what is their impact on transforming 
audiences into highly aware social networks and how have the companies used such online 
tools 
Keywords: CSR, online platforms, normative behaviour, social network, social media 
 
ALIN CROITORU (University of Bucharest, "Lucian Blaga" University, Sibiu) FLAVIUS 
MIHALACHE (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
How to Better Understand Social and Economic Disparities In Romania Using Sociological 
Tools? 
The disparities of development between Romania’s regions are accepted and debated both in 
the public sphere and within the academic community. Concepts such as ‘gap’ and ‘disparity’ 
are often used to explain certain negative aspects of social and economic heterogeneity 
without taking into account that these are inherent parts of the nature of development. 
Having as a starting point a comparative methodology, these types of studies are only 
scientifically relevant if the structural differences of economic and social life are analyzed.   
Our paper has two main objectives. Firstly, it is focused on the way in which classical methods 
of research have succeeded in increasing our knowledge of analyzing social and economic 
differences between regions. This part of the presentation discusses the utility as well as the 
limits of these classical approaches. Secondly, the paper provides an insight into the nature of 
the methodological changes in this field. The structure of our presentation is linked to certain 
key questions such as: Can different levels of economic, social and human development be 
seen from the way in which some social phenomena manifest in territorial profile? What are 
the limitations of using indicators collected at the county or regional level when analyzing 
development? Can cluster analysis give a viable understanding of the way in which social 
phenomena evolve?   
Keywords: socio-economic disparities, comparative methodology, social indicators. 
 
IOSIF CSATLOS - DIMA (Probation Service, Timiş)  
Social Reintegration through Work Integration Social Entreprises 
Promoting and creating new jobs in the structures of social economy is a social innovation 
through the new formula postexecutional social reintegration for persons who have been 
deprived of liberty or deprivation convicts with community service work. The social and 
economic, social enterprises insertion activities aimed at training of employees belonging to 
vulnerable groups in their preparation for the free labor market. The are many benefits: 
persons convicted of having access to education and research that provide the probation 
service may not directly touching aims agency follows the liabilities imposed and reduce the 
risk of relapse. By working in the social enterprise business integration chances permanent 
employment. The value added by social enterprise creates a favorable image in the 
community providing support from the community. The unique institutional culture, social 
enterprises offer rewarding job opportunities. Approximation of the probation service and 
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social entrepreneurship development activities working with social enterprises corresponding 
trend of outsourcing of services, especially for people convicted of presenting 
a low risk of relapse. The ultimate goal is to reduce recidivism, social exclusion and promote 
employment through training and education. 
Keywords: probation, reintegration, social economy, social enterprises, inclusion 
 
ANCA CURPAŞ (House of Teaching Staff, Bihor) 
Aesthetic Reasoning – The Rehabilitation of the Non-Identical 
The approach of the present paper is settled by the premise that we can no longer pretend 
that the assumptions of the Enlightenment set the rules for all rationality. The original 
contribution of the Frankfurt School philosopher, Theodor W. Adorno is firstly examined in his 
critique of the “enlightened” bequeathal of exclusionary epistemologies, an analysis which 
culminates with his account of the alternative “aesthetic understanding”. From this moment 
on, the working hypothesis is that art functions as a legitimate form of knowledge that 
acknowledges the “excess” of experience that cannot be quantified by rational categories. 
Then, Martin Buber’s dialogical thinking functions in the logic of the argumentation as an 
illustration of the non-instrumental relation to the world through the artist/educator who is 
in a peculiar relation of faithfulness with what meets him in the world, overcoming the 
distance by means of a communing and inclusive love for the creation and the people 
entrusted to him. The Jewish thinker has joined art to the fundamental relations between one 
being and other being, as different than, but on a par with, knowledge. The focus of the main 
three sections is a cluster of themes of Dialectic of Enlightenment, the essence of the first 
generation of critical theory, which will then be narrowed down by Theodor Adorno in 
Negative Dialectics to the critique of the prototype of “identity logic”. All this is meant to 
function as an anticipation of Adorno’s final position in his Aesthetic Theory. The scope of 
these subtitles will be narrow and broad at once. Narrow, because Adorno’s work has been 
ed from the larger intellectual enterprise of the Frankfurt School and reference will be strictly 
made to the thematic critique of instrumental reason and its further development in the 
philosopher’s mature writings. Broad, because the alternative aesthetic reasoning Adorno 
ushers in might stand for the horizon of a dramatic renewal within the Romanian educational 
approaches and contemporary culture interaction. 
Keywords:  Frankfurt School, Enlightenment, exclusionary epistemologies, aesthetic 
reasoning, neagative dialectics, art, dialogical thinking 
 
MIHAELA IOANA DANEŢIU (National School of Political and Administrative Sciences)  
SEBASTIAN FITYEK, (National School of Political and Administrative Sciences)  
Social Economy from a Communication Perspective  
The aim of the study is to construct a framework for the study of social economy from a 
communication perspective. How can social economy be defined from the communication 
development theories and what is role played by discursive factor in the process of structuring 
third sector policies? The article will explore concepts such as employment and social inclusion 
discourses and examine the third sector policies from the development discourse perspective. 
The proposed study represents a theoretical contribution to the field of social economy since 
the literature that uses the communication perspective is scarce and 
insufficient. 
Keywords: Social economy, discourse, development communication 
ANA-MARIA DALU (Institute of Educational Sciences, Bucharest)  
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Gaps in Legislation, Policies, Programs and Services for Adolescents - Research Results 
For finding out to what degree the society is “good” for adolescents too, one must analyse, 
among other things, if adolescents can benefit to the rights to social protection, health 
services and education. To benefit to these rights, a coherent approach is needed, both for 
legal frame focused on the adolescents and for policies in the field, institutional coordination 
mechanism, programs and services for adolescents in general and for those with 
vulnerabilities especially. Thus, the present work aims to present the areas with deficiencies 
of the structural determinants (legal frame, policies, financial allocations, institutional 
coordinating mechanism, partnerships, disponibility, accessibility and quality of public and 
private services for adolescents in general and for those with vulnerabilities especially).   
Information gathering was accomplished both through documentary research (legal frame, 
policies in the field, programs etc.) and through qualitative research, in depth interviews with 
stakeholders in public and private institutions at central, county and local level, in depth 
interviews and focus-groups with adolescents and observation of existing services, in the 
study “Adolescents’ situation in Romania” (September 2013), realized by UNICEF Romania 
with the support of Institute of Educational Sciences and The Center for Urban and Regional 
Sociology.  
Keywords: gaps in legal frame, policies, programs, services, adolescents 
 
CORINA-CRISTIANA NEACSU-DALU (Institute of Educational Sciences, Bucharest)  
The Role of Partnerships in Implementing the Program of Extracurricular Activities 
With the launch of a real challenge -  the program of extracurricular activities , known as 
"Another type of school" the need to extend the learning environment into the public space 
is authenticated at national level, being beneficial both with regard to the learning proces 
protagonists and especially for the society, which is put in a position to find out and be deeply 
involved in school issues. In order to achieve an accurate measurement of the modality and 
the extent of community involvement in the implementation of this program, the research 
used the application of questionnaires for pupils, teachers and parents, used individual 
interviews with schools’ directors, representatives of involved public institutions and NGOs, 
and ralised focus groups with pupils in primary school ( grades I - IV). Analysing key 
collaborating partners in the program, we see that parental involvement was particularly 
critical in terms of financial contribution and the organization of activities, joined by other 
stakeholders; educational and cultural institutions, successful practitioners in various fields of 
interest to adolescents and youth, contributed to support the supervision of students and 
provide materials and expertise. Studying  the interest level of the partners, showed by their 
involvement in the program, the views of all respondents converge to the idea that the 
programme has attracted a real interest , being currently understood as a necessity of 
Romanian society. Concluding, we can underline the critical need for collaboration between 
the educational environment and public/private institutions, for the purpose of broadening 
the knowledge area of adolescents and young people in Romania. 
Keywords: adolescents, non-formal education, participation, partnerships 
 
DRAGOȘ DĂRĂBĂNEANU (University of Oradea) 
The Influence of Psycho Social Factors on Health and Lifestyle on Adolescents Communities 
Schools, social environments frequented by young people (especially teenagers), is in fact the 
basic social institutions of educational, moral and human qualities of the members of all 
societies. This paper aims to outline some specific behavioral patterns of adolescents in 
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Oradea communities. This is based on a recent study conducted by the Department of 
Sociology, University of Oradea, in collaboration with other local institutions, having an great 
interest in research of adolescents behaviour patterns in schools from Oradea. Beyond 
research as such, aim of this paper is oriented towards some form of interpretation and 
explanatory relationship of specific phenomena, highlighted and confirmed by the study 
noted. 
Keywords: adolescents communities, psycho social behavior, health, life style 

 
GHEORGHE DEJEU (University of Oradea) 
The Social Integration of the Gypsy Minority through the Church. Case Study: The Gypsy 
Community in the Village of Tinca, Bihor County. 
After the presentation of geographical and demographical contextual benchmarks, the study 
identifies diferent dimensions of social integration by the Gypsy community from the village 
Tinca, in Bihor county, and the dynamics of this phenomenon in the last 20 years. Items such 
as prosocial behavior aquired as a result of the conversion of a significand number of subjects 
to a neoprotestant religion are analyzed and the conformation to the rules imposed by the 
adherence to the religious group. Prezented in the study are the social institutions created 
under the supervision of the religious movement, which is a leverage that determines their 
integration into a local community (church, clinic, kindergarten, school), and the  pro 
integration  behavioral effects (personal hygiene, civilized dialogue, decrease crime, increase 
level of schooling, etc.). The methods used were observation, interview, focus group and the 
study of documents. 
Keywords:: Gypsy, Roma, social integration, neoprotestantism, 
Pentecostalism, missionary, NGOs. 
 
 
TIBERIU DIACONESCU (Institute of Economic Prognosis)  
Stochastic Dominance in Romanian Demography 
The perspective of the 21th century, in terms of population, both in Romania and throughout 
the European Union draws a bleak picture, confronting us to face social and economic 
problems with potential long-term negative effects. All European countries are currently 
experiencing unprecedented demographic changes, as results of extended longevity, aging 
population, the increase in size and decreasing birth rates below the replacement rate. A 
larger and aging population may put pressure on the finances of any state, on the social 
security and pensions systems, on the availability of jobs, requiring a firm stand and drawing 
of demographic and social policies, in order to slow down the negatives effects. Using 
stochastic dominance on demographic indicators, in Romania, the paper aims to present some 
unique issues at a regional level, which could draw a more accurate picture of the 
developments in demographic phenomena. Using a classic model of Gompertz, used often in 
actuarial mathematics, the paper will highlight a comparison between mortality risk and the 
number of survivors, by sex and different age groups, for all regions in Romania. 
Keywords: demographic changes, aging population, pensions systems, stochastic dominance, 
mortality risk 
 
MELINDA DINCĂ (West University, Timişoara), 
Symbolic Interactionism in Social Identity Research 
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We take social identity in consideration under its relational aspect and not under it aspect of 
substance. We start from the premise that identity is manifested in the relationship with the 
out-group or in the relationship with a “generalized other”, in either case, as long as there is 
an interaction. On the inter-actional field, the individual carries with his/herself his/her 
positive aspects or those aspects that ones considers to be positive and this happens 
regardless of the level or he form of the interaction. 
Keywords: interacționism simbolic / symbolic interactionism, identitate socială / social 
identity, interacțiune socială / social interaction, simboluri și semnificații / symbols and 
significationa 
 
RĂZVAN MIHAI DOBRESCU (Politechnic University, Bucharest) 
The Social Implications of Financial Exclusion 
Financial exclusion is a term used to describe an individual or a household that has 
inappropriate acces to mainstream affordable financial services .The persons who suffer from 
a lack of acces to so called “normal” financial products like a bank account, insuarance 
products or credit products are boths social and financial vulnerable. This impares with the 
ability of those persons to live a normal life in society, and also increases the risk of poverty.For 
the economy, a large degree of financial exclusion leads to economical stratification and 
inequality. What are the most important causes that lead to financial exclusion? And witch are 
the groups of persons that are most vulnerable? What is the extent of this fenomenon  in 
Romania and what are the social implications for our country? This paper will try to answer 
these questions and will try to improve the general understanding of  the chalanges that 
financial exclusion sets upon  the future social-economic development. 
Keywords: Financial exclusion, Financial services 
 
 
ELENA ALINA DOLEA (National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, 
Bucharest) 
Country Promotion and the Marketing of National Identity. The Need for Critical Approaches 
This paper discusses the global preoccupation of countries to gain visibility as competing 
actors in a glocalised economy and culture and the concept of country promotion that has 
emerged and was quickly embraced by countries. As a consequence, various promotional 
practices were adopted from the business sector and followed a gradual process of 
habitualization and even institutionalization within (certain) countries, resulting in a process 
of marketization of the national identity. Concepts such as nation branding, public relations 
of/for nations and public diplomacy were formulated and a consistent line of research has 
thus emerged. Most existing research on the topic is dominated by functionalist approaches, 
mainly focusing on efficiency, instruments and technics mastered in order to improve country 
promotion. Recently, critical approaches started to coagulate, bringing new perspectives that 
can shift the focus from answering the effectiveness questions to questioning the 
phenomenon of country promotion itself: how countries come to engage in such practices and 
why and what are the consequences of these promotional practices at social level. This paper 
argues that moving the focus of analysis from the communication campaigns and the 
dominant functionalist perspective in current literature to a more profound understanding of 
country promotion as a social phenomenon, can open the way for integrating critical 
perspectives from sociology, media and cultural studies. 
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Keywords: country promotion; national identity; nation branding; public diplomacy; public 
relations 
 
DRAGOȘ DRAGOMAN (Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu), 
Competing Hungarian and Romanian symbolic geographies: How to draw regional units in 
Transylvania? 
Although largely symbolic, and far from the violent open conflict of the 1990s, the ethnic 
conflict between the Romanian and Hungarian communities in Transylvania sheds new light 
on the way local community is ethnically conceived. Despite the far too optimistic 
expectations of some intellectual elites from Transylvania, who appealed in 2001 for a 
broader, civic regionalism in Transylvania on the basis of an alleged cultural ‘Transylvanism’, 
the issue of drawing new regional units in Romania and granting autonomy to the Szeklerland 
underline persisting identity conflicts. The political geography of Transylvania is today 
contested by the deep opposition of several projects. The sudden willingness of redrawing 
regional units in Romania in June 2011 may have had serious electoral reasons for dissolving 
counties and replacing them with regions before local elections, yet the failure of the project, 
the proposals and negotiations between coalition partners at the time unravel more serious 
divisions on the way ethnic Hungarians could benefit of regional autonomy by regrouping 
existing counties and the way doing that. The war of regional maps in 2011 and more recently 
and virulent in 2013, the autonomy of Szeklerland and its political representation abroad, 
question the basis of an intellectual project supporting a unified regional identity in 
Transylvania, engulfing peculiar Hungarian and Romanian ethnic identities. 
Keywords: ethnicity, symbolic nationalism, regionalism, political geography, Transylvania 
 
 
 
IRINA TOMESCU-DUBROW (Institute of Philosophy and Sociology Polish Academy of Sciences 
(PAN); Cross-National Studies: Interdisciplinary Research and Training Program CONSIRT, The 
Ohio State University and PAN), HAB KAZIMIERZ M. SLOMCZYNSKI (Cross-National Studies: 
Interdisciplinary Research and Training Program - CONSIRT, The Ohio State University and the 
Polish Academy of Sciences) 
Ethno-Discrimination and Xenophobia in Europe: Assessing Trends on the Basis of the 
European Social Survey (ESS) 
In Central and Eastern Europe, discrimination of ethnic minorities became more salient after 
the fall of communism, as society embraced party pluralism and freedom of speech. This paper 
uses the European Social Survey (ESS) to examine trends in discrimination from two points of 
view, and with respect to two different groups of people: in the first group are those who feel 
discriminated against because of their ethnicity, while the second group is comprised of 
people who espouse xenophobic attitudes. Our analysis covers over 20 European countries in 
the period 2002-2010. The main research questions are: Controlling for ethnic composition in 
each country, is feeling of discrimination more prevalent in countries with stronger 
xenophobic attitudes than in countries more tolerant to outsiders? To what extent do political 
factors influence both the feeling of discrimination, and intolerant attitudes, beyond 
economic factors?  Multilevel regression analysis on the ESS data provides the statistical 
means to examine the effects of country-level and individual-level determinants, and their 
interactions, on feeling discriminated and on xenophobic attitudes through time. Political and 
economic variables at the country level include index of democracy, index of right-wing 
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sentiments and index of income inequality. On the individual level we focus on socio-economic 
demographics, subjective evaluation of living standards, as well as a range of attitudinal 
variables. The analysis demonstrates how these variables are related to xenophobic attitudes, 
controlling for national, ethnic and religious allegiances. In concluding the paper, we discuss 
theoretical implications of our findings for analyzing democracy, politics and ethnicity in 
Central and Eastern Europe. 
Keywords: Economic development; Social inequality; Ethnic discrimination; Xenophobic 
attitudes; European Social Survey 2002-2010 
 
CRISTIAN DUCU (Centre for Advanced Research in Management and Applied 
Ethics), IOANA TEODORA RAICU (Centre for Advanced Research in Management and 
Applied Ethics) 
The Social Responsibility of Mass-Media Institutions. Remapping the Organizational 
Responsibility 
For many academics and professionals, the concept of social responsibility refers to some sort 
of obligation all corporations have towards society and environment at large. In this mental 
framework, the obligation belongs to both large companies and SMEs and only to them. 
Nevertheless, the introduction of ISO 26000 and some recent explorations of social 
responsibility have led to the idea that not only companies, no matter their size, have this 
obligation, but in fact any type of organization, from NGOs to public institutions. This paper is 
analyzing this idea through the lens of a new approach to organizational responsibility, one 
that makes room to social responsibility among many other types of responsibilities. In this 
context, we are pointing out that social responsibility can be understood as a moral obligation 
to advance the current condition of a community. And to make the argument stronger, we 
follow a limit case: the social responsibility of mass-media institutions. This example leads us 
to restate an idea already expressed at the beginning of the 20th century, i.e., mass-media 
holds a social responsibility to educate and promote the well-being of its audience. 
Keywords: social responsibility, organizational responsibility, moral obligation, mass-media 
 
ANDREI DUMBRAVEANU (Institutl de Drept si Stiinte Politice AS a Moldovei) 
Transnistria, Socio-Demographic Trends in a Multicultural Area 
The Dniester region of Moldova (RM) was separated from the secessionist forces and 
proclaimed the Transnistrian Moldovan Republic (TMR) on 2 September 1990. Currently, this 
self-proclaimed Republic covers an area of 3.5675 km², with 513.400 inhabitants and a gross 
domestic product (GDP) of 3.030 $/doll. per inhabitant. The ethnographic, linguistic, historical 
and socio-demographic evolution of the Dniester region contains a rich cultural diversity. This 
territory being located in the way of migratory peoples gathered archaeological monuments 
of the Cucuteni culture, traces of Tyrageti and Scythians, with many hidronime and toponyms 
of Roman, Turanic and Slavic origin. Since the 15th century, the territory of the Bug River 
(Olbia, Oceacov) to Dniester (Movilau) was populated by moldovians and led by princes of the 
Principality of Moldova and of the Orthodox Church of Moldova. The emergence of capitalism 
has attracted the interests of large Empires too. As a result of  the wars between the Austrian 
and Russian empires, Ottoman and after the peace of Kuciuk-Kainargi (1774), the Russians 
reach the Niester in 1792. According to the Census of 1793, fromthe 67 localities over the 
Dniester, 49 were exclusively Romanian. In spite of all the instruments of assimilation applied 
for a century of Tsarist policy, in this region Moldavian Romanians are the majority population. 
At the date of constitution of The Autonomous Republic Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic 
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the Dniester in 1924, conceived strategically as a bridgehead for the expansion of communism 
in the Balkans, the Moldavian Romanians here represented more than 30% of the inhabitants. 
In 1989, according to the latest census performed by the former Soviet Union, the region's 
population was consisted of Moldavian, 28.3% weight% 25.4% Ukrainians and Russians. The  
census in  2004 from the Republic of Moldova proves that on the territory's separatist 
authorities live 555.500 people, with 170,000 less than in 1989. According to data from the 
Statistics Office in Tiraspol, from January 1, 2012, the region's population is 513.400 persons, 
42.100 less than in 2004 and 212.400 persons less than in 1989. During this period the number 
of Moldovans has decreased by approx. 5 percent, the Russian population has grown 
numerically by 5%, and the Ukrainian has remained constant of 28%. In different percentages 
other minorities that live here as: 2.5% Bulgarians, 0.73% Gagauzians, 0.32% Poles, 0.23% Jews 
and 0.09% Gypsies. Moldovans form compact communities in the districts of Camenca, 
Grigoriopol, Dubasari, Ribnita and Slobozia. Ukrainians form compact communities in its 
district Ribnita, too and the Russians in the district Tiraspol. Formally,  there are declared  
three State languages: Russian, Moldovan and Ukrainian, but the population communicate in 
Russian. In Moldovan schools are studied as textbooks published before 1990 in the former 
Moldavian SSR or after those  recently translated from Russian. In the period 2007-2010, the 
Russia's support of this region was 55.5 mil. $/doll. For 2013, the Russian humanitarian aid is 
of EUR 25 mil. while the debit to it for the consumption of the gas exceed 3,5 mil. $/doll. Also, 
Russian Federation is working hard for the integration of the Euro-Asian region over the 
Dniester on one hand, and on the other hand, according to opinion polls. approx. 56% of  the 
population wants a faster integration into the Republic of Moldova, but considering that it will 
not join with Romania 
Keywords: Dniester region of Moldova,population,demografic trends 

VERONICA DUMITRAȘCU (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
Development Gap in Europe. Socio-Demographic Disparities between South East European 
Countries and West European Countries. 
A comparative analysis of the socio-demographic European countries highlights many 
similarities, but also many differences concerning the level of development between them. 
Many signs point to the worrying trends in the economic, demographic and employment field. 
The nature of the problems from the South East European countries concerning poverty, 
increased mortality and decreased fertility are challenges worthy of consideration for policy 
makers that manage European resources. The paper shows socio- demographic and 
occupational disparities between South East European countries and West European 
countries. Societal imbalance from the South East European countries influences Western 
European states. Migration issues and the lack of jobs, inflation and poverty lead to insecurity 
and threats in the Western states. 
Keywords: South East European countries, West European countries, socio- demographic 
disparities 
 
VERONICA DUMITRAȘCU (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
The Eastern Frontier of the European Union: Geopolitical and Identity Challenges 
The eastern frontier of the European Union, situated on the Ponto-Baltic Isthmus line is a 
“buffer zone” at the  intersection of the great geopolitical interests. The expansion of the Euro-
Atlantic frontier involves geopolitical, institutional and identity processes influencing the area 
in the vicinity of the Black Sea region.Geopolitical events that occur near the eastern border 
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(in Transnistria, Moldova, Georgia, Ukraine) are extremely important for the security of the 
South East European area. The stability of the eastern frontier of the EU is related to the 
involvement of the geopolitical actors from the region and their play on the international 
arena.  What are the new challenges of the states from the eastern frontier of the EU and how 
are the positions of the major players with influence in the region on the chessboard based 
on geopolitical, geostrategic and economic interests are some of the questions we are trying 
to respond in the paper. 
Keywords: The eastern frontier of the European Union, Ponto-Baltic Isthmus, Black Sea region, 
Euro- Atlantic frontier 
 
ALINA DUMITRESCU (Institute for World Economy, Romanian Academy), PETRE PRISECARU 
(Institute for World Economy, Romanian Academy) 
Rethinking the European Social Welfare and Economic Development Model  
The European social welfare and economic development model is based on three principles 
that have governed Europe for centuries: freedom, equality and fraternity. But these values 
are increasingly threatened as a result of the dramatic changes in industrialized societies over 
the last decades, such as: the restructuring of the national economies, the rising 
unemployment in the European Union, the globalization and increased competition, the 
accelerating technological innovation, the political and economic changes in Central and 
Eastern Europe. These phenomena led to the introduction of the neoliberal ideas, which had 
a strong impact on shaping European social systems. In recent years, the European social 
protection systems have been suspected of centralism, rigidity and inability to adapt to a 
competitive economic society. In this regard, the European social welfare model began to lose 
ground through the progressive erosion of the social protection role. The recent world 
financial and economic crisis has highlighted the deficits that have emerged over time and 
eventually have eroded some of the most distinctive features of the European social welfare 
and economic development model. However, the crisis has provided an impetus for 
alternative ideas in the political discourse on the creation of a single European social welfare 
model based on a sustainable economy. Therefore the “Europe 2020 Strategy” is constructed 
as a strategy to ensure the transformation of the European Union into a smart, sustainable 
and inclusive society, characterized by high levels of employment, productivity and economic, 
social and territorial cohesion.  
Keywords: Model of Welfare, Economic Crisis, Reform Strategy 
 
LUCIAN DUMITRESCU (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy), MIRIAM CIHODARIU 
(University of Bucharest), 
From Romanian Protochronism to Resistance Identity. The Post-Communist Deconstruction 
of Romanian Ethnicity 
One way of understanding resistance identity is to use James C Scott’s distinction between 
public transcript and hidden transcript. Derisive remarks, gossip, absence from work etc. are 
all signs of resistance identity. But Scott’s distinction between public transcript and hidden 
transcript, apart from drawing a too thick border between one group and another, requires 
an anthropological research to understand why passive stances occur toward a certain 
establishment’s ways of legitimation. Another manifestation of resistance identity is self-
denigration. This attitude emerges especially in societies endowed with weak states. Low 
levels of trust in public institutions tend to engender low levels of self-esteem. One can easily 
notice in post-communist Romania the propensity to self-denigration shared by most 
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Romanians. In addition to low levels of trust in public institutions, self-denigration is also 
produced by a certain political culture, that we are going to unravel in our presentation. We 
argue that the ’’negative exceptionalism’’ produced by self-denigration could be as dangerous 
as ’’positive exceptionalism’’ for it draws a very thick line between ’’us’’ and ’’them’’. We also 
contend that deconstructing Romanian ethnicity was the back-up plan for the lack of ability 
to create a strong civil society that could be inserted between the state and the major ethnic 
group in order to prevent ethnic unrest. The self-denigration and the subsequent negative 
exceptionalism that it produces also shows the fact that Romanian protochronism didn’t 
permeate the large stratum of the local population.   Keywords: protochronism, resistance 
identity, patriotism, nationalism 

 
LUCIAN DUMITRESCU (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
Towards a European Multiculturalism 
Employing classical liberal reasoning, Manent believes that politics is about putting things in 
common, that is a territory and a population. Politics is also about limitations, such as the 
jurisdiction of a particular institution. Placing too much emphasis on individual rights rather 
than on citizen rights, hoping that the state would survive the nation-state and constantly 
detaching its institutions from the European peoples and thus thinning self-governance, the 
European Union tends to become less and less democratic. According to Manent, what post-
Maastrich European Union has so far failed to create is a political body, which usually puts 
certain things in common. Could a European multiculturalism achieve what the EU has so far 
failed to engender, i. e. a political body? What should be the constituents of a European 
multiculturalism if the EU intends to become a coherent geopolitical block? I argue that 
propelled just by an international multiculturalism, it will be very hard for the EU to get over 
an economic crisis and the scarcity it causes, and multicultural policies and immigrants will 
once again be considered liable for an economic havoc caused by too much economics and 
too little politics. 
Keywords: democracy, citizenship, multiculturalism, religion of humanity, geopolitics 
 
ERMELINDA DURMISHI (Universitatea Planetar, Tirana Albania), 
The New Socio-Economic System in Albania at the End of XIX-th Century and the Beginning 
of XXI-th Century. 
At first sight the term “socialist market economy” seems to be a contradiction in terms, 
wherein coexist “dirigisme” as a socialist type feature and “liberalism”, but the practice shows 
us that this coexistence is not impossible. It is proved that socialism could appeal to the 
market, and the market can go along with a certain plan (planned), all is just a matter of 
proportions between the two aspects of a socio-economic agreement, where the social aspect 
cannot be ignored, in order to not arrive at social convulsions. Many authors have found 
applicable to this term by “Grafting of socialism in a capitalist distribution in production” but 
that required a special context: a strong labor discipline, a strong sense of solidarity, a 
profound social consensus and willingness for cooperation, having regard to the Swedish case, 
and the outstanding case of China.  Albania would be an interesting case to be analyzed in 
terms of socio-economic situation, influenced by a combined system of socialist and market 
economy at the same time.  At the end of the XIX-th century and the early XXI-st century, as 
the other former socialist countries of Eastern Europe Bloc, has passed from “directed” 
socialist economy, at the capitalist market economy. Albania has made considerable efforts in 
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terms of social, economic and political development, although this change was in large part 
an imbalance between economic and social, by indebtedness in critical limits, close to 
collapse, of the state and aggravation of social phenomena as unemployment, and the social 
protection system in general. Albania's main challenge today is economic stability and the 
necessary of funds allocation, given that the objective is the implementation of social policies 
and building a sustainable and adequate social protection, that comply with national and EU 
goals for sustainable development and social inclusion and protection. The new socio-
economic model proposed by the new government of the left is a true defied for Albania, a 
model based on progressive taxation and a functioning market economy and more 
comprehensive social inclusion. Can respond this new socio-economic model the collocation 
of “socialist market economy” by applying a distributive socialism and capitalism in a 
production? 
Keywords: flat tax, labor force, market economy, progressive tax, socialist economy, social 
inclusion, social protection, welfare state. 
 
ELENA-MARIA ERDELI (Teaching Staff Center - Bihor), 2. MIRELA HERLAŞ (Center for Inclusive 
education Oradea), AURELIA OPRIŞ (Center for Inclusive education Oradea) INŢE DORINA – 
(Kindergarden 25 Oradea) 
Economic and social impact of the crisis on the work of teachers 
In our research we tried to highlight some of the problematic issues also at the same time 
delicate and important knowledge about reality motivational, value and professional teachers. 
We believe that professional realities of teachers can not be explained and characterized by 
superficial cultural stereotypes and can not be understood by generalizations of cultural 
models obsolete. There are, we believe, too many unknown variables. Who are those willing 
to embrace teaching profession? What is their educational path? What is the impact it can 
have on the economic crisis in social teaching? 
Keywords:_ crisis, research, education, teaching career 
 
DORINA MARIA FĂRCAŞ (University of Oradea – Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy) 
Osteoporosis consequences on patient`s quality of life 
Osteoporosis, known as “silent disease” is a chronic illness. It affects women and men also, 
mainly in their late life.It is a fact already known that the population is aging, so that 
osteoporosis became a major public health prolem and  a socio-economic burden also, in 
almost all countries all over the world. Patients with osteoporosis have not only physical 
impairment but also a diminished quality of life. Due to the fact that this disease has a growing 
spreading it raised a great interest in the latest years. Researchers studied all its medical 
aspects regarding patophysiology, treatment and s.o. Nevertheless, recently the scientists 
focused also on quality of life of patients with osteoporosis and  it’s lifelong implication. 
Health-related quality of life covers physical, mental, and social well-being. In our study we 
assessed the consequences of osteoporosis on quality of life. 
 
ANDREEA FAUR  (Probation Service of Bucharest) Considerations Regarding Risk Evaluation 
in Connection with Public Security in the Practice of the Probation Service of Bucharest 
In the activity of risk evaluation regarding public security, probation counselors are influenced 
by a series of factors in their motives justification and risk quantification, such as initial 
specialization (legal, sociologic, psichologic), professional experience and personal moral 
values. In this context, the motivation which is the basis for this choice of topic is represented 
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by the need for conceptual clarifications regarding the risk to jeopardize public security, but 
also the need to establish, for the evaluation activity, of some reference points that help 
identify and quantify the risk for public security.  At the same time, the motivation for the 
choice of topic can be found also in the repercussions of the evaluation activity for the ulterior 
intervention on the duration of the trial period. In Romania, in the practice of probation 
services, the lack of an evaluation instrument makes the risk evaluation activity difficult; the 
motivation and quantification of risk is achieved differently, and most often it is influenced by 
the specialization obtained by the couselor, before acquiring other knowledge within the 
service; the lack of conceptual clarifications regarding the risk for public security, by crime 
category, makes difficult an approach linked with the particularity of the committed crime; 
the fact that, in the motivation of risk for public security, the counselors depart from the 
established risk level for recidivism, directing themselves most often towards risk factors 
connected to recidivism.    
Keywords: risk, public security, social reintegration 
 
IANCU FILIPESCU (Quality of Life Research Institute),  
The Social History of the Romanian Sociological Publications (1944-2010). Landmarks and 
Trends 
The present communication summarizes the collective results of  ICCV's research team led by 
prof. Cătăin Zamfir, which are based on a  "diagnosis driven ˮ status and trends in Romanian 
sociology. They are analysed in a social context, with a focus on disjunctures, discontinuities, 
as reflected in the sociological publications 
Keywords: Romanian sociology, social history, disjunctures 
 
DENIZIA GAL  (Babes-Bolyai University Cluj Napoca)  
Integrated Services for Elderly - European Interdisciplinary Training Programs 
As global demographic phenomenon, aging means new challenges to all areas of human 
activity as a new population structure to be anticipated : one that, in Romania , for example, 
the share of population over 65 in the total population will reach in 2060 to 34.96% as 
compared to 14.9% in 2010 (Eurostat). Elderly population have characteristic complex needs, 
which means that the society will have to find answers as complex as well, that to avoid social 
exclusion of the elderly , poor health status and / or dependence , borderline , passive aging 
"aging – burden". Although in Romania social services for the elderly are still underdeveloped, 
their further development will have to adapt to the European trend of designing and 
implementing multidisciplinary and integrated services. Their specific professional competent 
actions is to bring together diverse but converging towards the common goal , that of the 
biopsychosocial and spiritual welfare of the elderly. Institutionaly, integrated services are 
involving public-private and public-public cooperation, in effective coordination and 
dedicated participation of all professionals involved. Integrated multidisciplinary services can 
be developed and optimizeed in accordance with the extent and quality educational programs 
to the geriatric and gerontology professionals (social workers, nurses, doctors, psychologists, 
psychotherapists , physiotherapists) have an interdisciplinary, integrative character. In two 
such educational projects (Leonardo da Vinci), Romania has partnered with four other 
European countries ( Bulgaria , Germany , Poland, Spain). The results of these two projects 
(ADEM-2008 , 2010 and DUKOM -2010- 2012) have resulted in the development of model 
training programs for elderly care. 
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Keywords: Integrated multidisciplinary services, elderly care, social services, European 
projects, training programs. 
 
AURORA ELENA GAVRIȘ (University of Oradea) 
Shelters for Trafficked Victims - Guarantee of Human Rights 
Often, in the worst cases, the victims of human trafficking need specialized assistance as 
healthcare, physical and psychological, food and shelter and legal assistance and frequently 
for complex legal situation, identity protection. All these victims needs are an expression of 
human rights. For recuperation and reintegrated into social a victim are needed shelters or 
sheltered housing. These locations have a special the under the special status, being provided 
and protected by law. I consider that requires to be more shelters because reflect ensure for 
human rights. 
Keywords:  human traffick, shelters, human rights, guarantees 
 
 
MICTAT GÂRLAN (Quality of Life Research Institute, Romanian Academy), VICTOR MOCANU 
(Institute of Political and Juridical Research, Sciences Academy of Moldavia). 
Evaluating Techniques of Double Perspectives for Applications in the Republic of Moldavia 
The work presents the opinions of some authors on the phenomenon of dual perspective, with 
notions of emic / etic approaches, in-group / out-group approaches, with conceptual 
evolutions and experiments concerning modal and basic personality, identity /alterity, 
national specificity, subjective social identity. There are mentioned works about the cultural, 
social or political image of some peoples and from other peoples perspective and perception. 
In these works are analyzed the trends of overvaluation of auto-images compared with those 
of undervaluation of retro - images, with procedural recommendations of presentation in the 
complementarity and their entirety. The communication briefly introduces the significant 
works in this area of two authors, G. Hofstede and M. Gârlan. Multi cultural business studies 
and marketing of G. Hofstede explains the organizational differences and the inter-
organizational. They were made by means of 4 psychosocial dimensions related with 7 
economic, geographical and demographic indicators, with prioritized results in 53 countries. 
Inter-ethnic researches of M. Garlan were made by means of two questionnaires, one with 50 
values and another with 7 questions of social distance, with comparative studies on the 
differences of national specific on the communities of: Romanians, Turks, Tatars, Russians-
Lipovans, Ukrainians, Greeks, Italians and Roma.  In the second part of the work, the authors 
propose a research project in the Republica of Moldova and Transnistria, on 6 communities: 
Moldovan/Romanian, as the majority population, plus 5 minorities: Ukrainians, Russians, 
Gagauz, Bulgarians and Roma (Gypsies), with further research possibilities of Russophones 
(Russian speakers),  pre-tested on a total of 210 + 90 cases. The main objective of the project 
envisages the establish of the explanatory relations between ethnic relations and guidance 
values for 6 + 1 social categories in all their combinations. 
Keywords: Dual perspective, auto-images, retro-images, values, ethnic relations. 
 
GABRIELA FELICIA GEORGEVICI ("Eftimie Murgu" University, Reşiţa) 
Parents’ Influence on the Young Family. A Diachronic Approach in the Village of Belinț 
Family as collective agent acts with responsibility for providing the wellbeing of its members. 
In order to analyse the family behaviour we used the sociologic inquiry based on a 
questionnaire and documents analysis. The survey aims at identifying the parents’ degree of 
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influence on the young family living in the same household and the manner of managing the 
young people’s wealth, in the context of social changes that took place in the analysed period. 
If in the past the elders held the power in the household, due to the system of property and 
ownership, and their decisions had to be respected by the young family, at present the elders’ 
authority has substantially decreased as a result of the growth of the children’s educational 
level compared to their parents and grandparents, following the introduction and acceptance, 
by the elders, of the modern technique’s benefits. Furthermore, the results of the study reveal 
the existence, even at present, of the mutual help spirit within the family, between 
generations. The extended family still remains an important support, and everybody’s goal is 
the wellbeing of the extended family. 
Keywords: nuclear family, extended family, household, independence of the young family 
 
ANDREEA GHEBA (National University of Political Studies and Public 
Administration,Bucharest), SEBASTIAN ȚOC (National University of Political Studies and 
Public Administration,Bucharest) 
Reflections On Using the List Experiment Survey in Two Communities From Romania 
In this article we present some methodological reflections on a field research carried out in 
two towns from Romania, between the months of July and August 2013. We tried to evaluate 
the existence of local political corruption by implementing experimental methods, particularly 
the list experiment survey. The list experiment survey is an alternative for direct questioning 
that uses both the randomization and the aggregation of responses and indirect questions. 
This method works by aggregating the sensitive items with a list of other non-sensitive items 
(Glynn 2010, 4). By prior experience, scholars have stated that this technique is more practical 
when compared to a traditional survey. This is achieved by the overall straightforward nature 
of the questions as well as the insurance of privacy for the respondents. Furthermore, the 
studies conducted so far show that this technique inspires more trust among respondents, 
therefore making the results more reliable. We discuss the methodological issues about 
participants perception of the query (agree or disagree items instead of possible motivations 
for their vote at parliamentary elections), about how the box as an instrument meant to 
ensure the anonymity was mistaken with a box for donations, about how they did not make 
the difference between ”which reasons” and ”how many”, about the autocomplete survey 
problems, or about the translation and formulation of the questions. 
Glynn, Adam. 2010. What Can We Learn with Statistical Truth Serum? 
Design and Analysis of the List Experiment? working draft 
Keywords: list experiment survey, fieldwork methodology, methodological issues in social 
research 
 
BOGDAN GHEORGHIȚĂ (Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu), SABINA-ADINA LUCA (Lucian Blaga 
University of Sibiu) 
Social Space Between "Friends" and "Enemies". An Outline of Social Representations of 
Young People in the Use of "Manele" 
This presentation intends to make a radiography of the social representations of „manele” 
listeners, to identify the values transmitted by this music, and the way the consumers of 
„manele” music understand the social space. Our aim was also to observe the existence / 
absence of a congruence between the values transmitted by the lyrics and the social 
representations of the listeners. Finally, our purpose was to observe the way in which the 
consumers of „manele” music are viewed by non-consumers. 
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Keywords: social representations, young people, life style, values. 
 
EUGEN GLĂVAN (Quality of Life Research Institute),  
The Sociology of Nothingness: Challenges of Big Data 
The recent evolution of the internet caught attention of the social researchers through 
increased interaction among individuals in various aspects of life mediated by electronic 
devices. The boundaries between digital and real life become blurred and we are witnessing 
the accumulation of abundant, detailed and comprehensive information about a wide range 
of behaviours, choices, opinions and artefacts of Internet users. Whether we are talking about 
images on Flickr, short texts on platform Twitter, search log files generated by Google, millions 
of megabytes of information form databases on which the issue is not capability of computing, 
but how to analyse such data methodologically. In my presentation I will describe the latest 
information concerns the definition and use of „Big Data”, showing the applications and 
theories developed so far and possible directions for use and development of digital sociology 
through these types of information. 
Keywords: big data, internet, digital sociology 
 
CRISTINA ILIE GOGA (University of Craiova), 
Breaking the Cycle of Offending  Through Peer Mentoring 
Most of the prisoners have difficulties following their release – reunion with families, finding 
affordable housing and available jobs, and, the most important, the reintegration in peer 
groups that may have encouraged, in the first place, offending behaviours. Many prisoners, 
are unable to create a successful transition to community life; in particular, the challenge of 
changing habits learnt on the streets and reinforced in the penitentiary. The in-prison 
mentoring process is an art in balancing techniques: participants are being challenged to 
reflect critically on their personal responsibilities and their previous patterns of behaviour, as 
well as to become open enough to plan and ask for the supports they will need once they are 
released, in the sense of doing something different when they are released that will in fact 
break the previous cycle and pattern of behaviour. The peer mentoring process can be 
explained as the input of a more experienced person, who serves as a role model and  
encourages, counsels and befriends, a less skilled person for the purpose of promoting the 
professional and/or personal development. The offenders can become trained professionals, 
known as peer advisors. In the case of mentoring ex-prisoners, the impact of ”successful ex-
offenders” can help in creating new  role models and mentors for newly released prisoners. 
Peer mentoring is trying to create safer communities by teaching offenders to take 
responsibility for their  actions with the help of their peers. The program is offering practical 
support  in  training, housing and help to enter the labor market. 
Keywords: delinquency, peer mentoring, offenders 
 
LILIA GRANEŢKAIA (State University „A.Russo”, Balti, Moldova), 
Premises of Forming Cultural Tolerance through Musical Education 
Moldova`s integration in global education environment  requires  search for new ways of 
contemporary specialist training , which will be freely integrated into a multicultural world 
and will be able to tolerate the representatives of different peoples to understand and assert 
their cultural diversity. The article approaches the issue of tolerance development into cultural 
context and emphasizes the decisive role of arts of music in its solution. The benefits of 
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training / development of cultural tolerance through music were investigated mentioning  in 
particular the universality of musical language in policultural area.  
Keywords: Key-words: global education environment, tolerance, multicultural world, music 
education 
 
BRÎNDUȘA ANTONIA GRIGORAȘ (Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, "Babeș Bolyai" 
University, Cluj-Napoca) 
The Construction of the Synthetic Indicators of Child Subjective Well-Being 
Current research on the subjective well-being of children is performed mostly in OECD 
countries, Central and Eastern-European countries such as Romania having a very small 
contribution to this field. This paper presents the adaptation and the implementation for the 
first time within the Romanian context of the questionnaire, the version for the 12 year old 
children, used in the international study of the children’s subjective well-being, ISCWeB and 
the testing of a set of instruments for measuring the subjective well-being of children designed 
for use by researchers in the field of child well-being. This international study was originated 
and developed by the International Society for Child Indicators. The purpose of the authors of 
the psychometric scales included in the international questionnaire and used as indicators of 
subjective well-being is the measurement of life satisfaction in general (OLS and SLSS scales) 
and life domains satisfaction (PWI8 and BMSLSS scales). Excepting the PWI and OLS, scales 
were never used in Romania on samples of children and adolescents prior to this study, 
although they are widely-known and were used in a number of countries abroad. This study is 
testing, a first in Romania, the internationally  methodology  recently adopted in measuring 
child subjective well-being: the General Index of Domains Satisfaction (GIDS), calculated as the 
average of eight indices representing eight different life satisfaction domains and the General 
Index of Children’s Subjective Well-Being (GICSWB) which combines three scales: two 
psychometric scales frequently used within the international community (OLS and SLSS5) and 
the General Index of Domains Satisfaction (GIDS). Data from a representative Romanian 
sample of children (N=1591) aged 11-14 years, in grade 6, from secondary public schools in 
Cluj county is the primary source of information for this research. The results indicate what is 
the situation of children’s well-being in Romania based on their perceptions, what is their 
degree of life satisfaction and what are the factors associated with their subjective well-being 
together with the most important aspects and domains as constituents of the structure of 
children’s subjective well-being according to their own perceptions and evaluations. The 
subjective well-being measuring instruments used helped identify diverse life situations and 
children’s perceptions and evaluations of the lowest and highest respectively, levels of 
subjective well-being. I argue for the development of subjective social indicators in Romania 
for this segment of the population, namely the children, based on systematic research which 
considers children’s life experiences, their views on their life circumstances and sources of 
happiness and also for the inclusion of these subjective social indicators, alongside objective 
indicators, in official statistics and in public politics designed for children. 
Keywords: children, subjective well-being, indicators, psychometric scales, composite index 
 
ADRIAN HATOS (University of Oradea) 
Willingness to Donate Organs. A Test of Several Hypotheses 
In a situation of chronic shortage of organs for transplantation investigating the motivations 
for organ donation is a highly relevant topic. The proposed paper analyzes the correlates of 
declared willingness to donate organs after death, of a quota based selected sample of adults 
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from Romania, Bihor county. Multivariate tests of hypotheses connecting willingness to 
donate to demographics, socio-economic position - with a focus on education, to religion or 
to generalized trust show that ethnicity, affluence and generalized trust are significant 
predictors of the dependent variable while gender, age, place of residence have a feeble effect 
or no effect at all. A theoretical discussion of the results closes the presentation. 
Keywords: organ donation, altruism, trust 
 
ADRIAN HATOS (University of Oradea), ADRIAN POP (University of Oradea) 
Non-Traditional vs. Traditional Students. Evolution of Engagement, and Involvement into a 
Professional Practice Project in Three Universities 
Theoretical models of student engagement and persistence are predicting varying degrees of 
engagement and differentiated likelihoods of successful graduation for traditional students 
(full-time students enrolled in higher education right after high school graduation) as 
compared to non-traditional students (who have stayed out of the school after high school 
graduation and with employment experience and even currently employed). The 
implementation of Practipass project – of professional practice in child welfare protection - in 
three universities with differing profiles (University of Bucharest, University of Oradea and 
„Aurel Vlaicu” University of Arad)  allowed not only comparisons regarding the sociological 
profile of students enrolled in the project (mostly of them undergraduates in Social Work) but 
to test the impact that the variations in the students' background have on the students' 
engagement in their learning activities. These features were researched via three surveys 
done at the end of each of the three semesters of the practice learning project. The results 
greatly confirm the theoretically founded predictions non-traditional students displaying 
lower levels of committment. 
Keywords: student engagement, non-traditional students, evaluation, practical training 
 
RAMONA ALEXANDRA HOSSZU (National School of Political and Administrative Sciences, 
Bucharest)  
Ethnic Segregation in Education. Public Policy for Roma Inclusion 
In this paper I intend to analyze the phenomenon of Roma segregation in Romanian schools 
as one of the main problems  that the Romanian educational system faces in terms of inclusion 
of Roma and their access to quality education. Although civil society actors have demonstrated 
in various studies and research that segregation is an impediment to achieving both inclusion 
and quality, the authorities' efforts to limit the phenomenon has been extremely limited. In 
the context of Romania in the European Union, Romania has committed to contribute to social 
inclusion by engaging in major EU projects on Roma minority: Decade of Roma Inclusion (2005-
2010) or EU Framework for National Roma Integration . The pressure placed on solving the 
problem of segregation is much higher, but the actual policies and programs are still 
inconsistent and, often, ineffective. 
Keywords: Roma, ethnic segregation, inclusion, civil society 
 
ELISABETA ILE (Teaching Staff Center - Bihor)  
The Multilingualism Challenges in Education. Romani Language Study Perspective 
Studiul bilingvismului a luat o amploare deosebită în ultimele decenii, fiind cercetat chiar de 
centre internaţionale special create pentru aceasta. Lucrarea valorifică practicile europene în 
domeniu şi are drept scop realizarea unei analize  strategice a politicilor  educaţionale 
multilingve eficiente existente la noi, cu accent deosebit pe pilotarea modelelor de educaţie 
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bilingvă, obținute ca urmare a experienței de introducere a studiului limbii materne romani. 
Keywords: multilingualism, challenges in education, romani language, study perspective 
 
SIMONA ILIE (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
GMI in Crisis Time in Romania 
As concerns the minimum income policy is often discussed the best form it can take, the 
adequate amount or target group, or the correspondance it has to have with other income 
sources in order to be achieved the most efficient protection against impoverishment, as well 
as most efficient usage of public funds. An analysis in 2008 (Busikacchi G) places Romania on 
a mid position in Europe related to what the author calles generosity and rigidity of the GMI 
system. In the last years, as in many other countries, Romania has faced several adjustments 
wich made the system more restrictive, being currently under a deep process of reform. Unlike 
previous attempts, when the revision of the system called for "activation" of the social 
protection, this time it is stresed the need for the most eficient usage of the scarce public 
funds and the avoidance of the fraud in the system. The paper discuses the recent changes of 
the Romanian system, parallel to few other directions identified in the European countries 
Keywords: GMI, crises, poverty reduction 
 
IONELA IONESCU (Asociatia pentru Dezvoltare si Promovare Socio-Economica Catalactica), 
OANA BANU (Asociatia pentru Dezvoltare si Promovare Socio-Economica Catalactica)  
Roma Silversmiths - from the Adaptive Adjustment of the Twentieth Century to the Gradual 
Integration of the XXI Century 
The presentation proposes an analysis on socio-economic and cultural situation of Roma 
silversmiths in District 3, Bucharest. The analysis is based on a research report conducted 
within the project "ROMANO CHER - House of Roma" bringing into attention the 
recapitalization of traditional Roma crafts (and adapt them to current labor market), thereby 
the ethno-cultural identity is preserved which, in case of Roma communities, is important. The 
research on silversmiths highlighted their culture and specific way of life, how the crafts are 
practiced, means of production, trade markets, production cycle, ways to promote products, 
possible innovations towards the traditional way of execution, financial issues, difficulties in 
practicing this craft in the modern economy. Silversmiths have difficulties in terms of access 
to markets, the relation with the authorities being a defective one, not benefiting by a highly 
regulated framework. It's more advantageous for them to sell their products in the 
countryside, because the fees are not as high as in Bucharest. Silversmiths are producing 500-
600 items per month and, due to administrative obstacles, participate at one fair from four. 
The reason underlying these situation is, in their opinion, discrimination and lack of 
involvement of authorities in support of Roma people. When local authorities issue permits, 
these are subject to specula by intermediaries who do not practice the craft, but selling the 
permits. In conclusion, the perpetuating of crafts by the younger generations would be 
possible in conditions of economic attractiveness and profitability; otherwise they will steer 
into another direction. 
Keywords: silversmiths, craft, production, discrimination, labor market 
 
LUMINIȚA IONESCU (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
Effects of Divorce on the Children and the Need for Specialised Interventions 
The effects of the economic crisis, of the higher poverty and unemployment rates, are 
associated to a higher rate of divorces and with a higher number of single parent families. The 
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process of family dissolution has traumatizing effects both on the former partners and on their 
children. Many surveys have shown the emergence of new types of trauma among the 
children that had such experiences, trauma that can be temporary or may last all their lives. 
Such difficult experiences of the children have also been reported by psycho-therapists within 
a study conducted on the basis of interviews. In the absence of specialised interventions, the 
children affected by the divorce of their parents risk to be confronted with a lower level of 
school performance, with absences or even with school dropout, juvenile delinquency, drug 
or alcohol addiction, which promote their social marginalization and even exclusion. These 
risks can be alleviated by the access to specialised services supplied by public or private 
providers. 
Keywords: single parent family; children needs; support services 
 
MAIREA IONESCU (National Agency for Roma) 
Assessment of Roma Inclusion Programs Financed by European Commission 
The paper explores the assessment of national programs financed by European Union towards 
Roma social inclusion. Main stakeholders with responsibilities in the field of Roma inclusion 
during the pre-accession period as well as nowadays are overviewed. Analysis is based on 
targeting and mainstreaming approaches of key stakeholders, public policy processes and 
implementation (traditional versus participatory approach), financial allocated resources and 
their outputs. Current situation of Roma is analysis through various characteristics as gender, 
age, and territorial distribution. From the methodological point of view, the analysis is based 
on results from 2011 Population and Housing Census. Public policies with impact on Roma 
population are assessed. Roma issue is unilaterally approached and expresses a lack of 
dialogue and of a common strategic vision. 
Keywords: Roma minority, national programs, institutional actors, pre-accesion funds, social 
inclusion 
 
OANA CLAUDIA IONESCU (Școala de Studii Avansate a Academiei Române, Departamentul 
Științe economice,Sociale și Juridice) 
Social Protection through the Pension System in the Member States of the European Union 
“Worldwide, the European Union (EU ) is, undoubtedly, a model in terms of social protection 
systems. Unemployment, poor health, disability, family status and old age are some of the 
risks that these systems were created for. They also guarantee access to a range of services 
essential to preserve human dignity. Although the organization and financing of social 
protection systems are the responsibility of the Member States, the EU has a special role in 
this regard by introducing legislation to coordinate national social security systems, especially 
in terms of mobility within the Union. Recently, the EU is committed to promoting closer 
cooperation between Member States to modernize their social protection systems, which face 
similar challenges.” Social Protection in the EU encountered many difficulties in recent years 
as a result of demographic trends, economic recession and high unemployment. Member 
countries are put in a position to reform social protection systems so that they are financially 
viable and at the same time to remain effective. To modernize social protection systems of 
the Member States and their efficiency, the Lisbon European Council set four objectives in this 
field: promoting social inclusion, development of safe and sustainable pension systems, 
ensuring a quality and sustainable health care system, making work and providing a secure 
income. In this context, reforming pension systems should consider two major objectives, 
namely: long-term financial viability of systems and ensuring adequate pensions in order to 
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maintain a  reasonable retirement income to prevent poverty and social exclusion of older 
people . This explains the fact that over the last decade, a growing number of states, as part 
of reforms to improve the sustainability of pension systems attempted to directly involve 
social partners and individual citizens in ensuring the pensions, by expanding the future role 
of pre-funded, privately managed systems. The impact of the financial crisis on pension funds 
and financial constraints of the state have highlighted some shortcomings of pre-financing, 
have seriously diminished public confidence in private pension systems and reinforced the 
need to develop appropriate and sustainable pension systems, from a social and political point 
of view. Future adequate pensions require that pension systems are funded in a sustainable 
manner in relation to societies subjected to rapid aging. Pension adequacy and sustainability 
issues are thus inextricably linked. A recent World Bank report on pension reforms globally, 
defined as proper a pension system "which provides benefits to the entire spectrum of the 
population, and these benefits are sufficient to prevent poverty of older people, in addition 
to providing reliable means to ensure constant lifetime consumption for the vast majority of 
the population” (Holzmann and Hinz, 2005 and Draxler and Mortensen, 2011). 
Keywords: protection and social security, social insurance, public pension system deficit and 
its reforming, pre-funded pension system, occupational pension, dependency rate, 
replacement rate, employment, sustainability, active aging, social inclusion, fitness. 
 
MARIOARA IORDAN, (Institute of Economic Prognosis), MIHAELA NONA CHILIAN, (Institute of 
Economic Prognosis), DALINA MARIA ANDREI, (Institute of Economic Prognosis)  
Social and Lifestyle Trends 
Socio-economics developments that occurred after the 1990, like economic restructuring and 
privatization of state enterprises, economic downturn or slow economic growth, 
unemployment, poverty and social inequality, are the main factors of impact on the living 
standards of the population. Furthermore, the social inequalities have been altered, forcing 
the emergence of deepening social polarization and pushing a significant number of active 
people to search for jobs abroad, due to the lack of local ones, with emigration reaching large 
proportions. The financial crisis was felt more intensely in Romania beginning in the second 
half of 2008, triggering economic phenomena and other economic processes, affecting 
economic progress, with one immediate impact being the decrease of purchasing power of 
the population. Thus, the hidden economy and tax evasion became more frequent, the private 
sector was forced to narrow its activities, making use of severe layoffs, along with the 
introduction of austerity measures aimed at reduction of personnel and wages, in the public 
sector. Consequently, there have been revenue loss for funds meant to ensure social 
protection (social security funds, health insurance and unemployment), also with reduction in 
welfare services, that can be provided by the state. All these profound changes, in the 
Romanian economy, had a deep social impact on labor force, education health and quality of 
life. 
Keywords: Poverty, social inequality, living standards, wages, social protection 
 
MARIA-CRISTINA IORGULESCU (Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest)  
Motivators and Work Satisfaction of Hotel Employees 
In a business environment continuously changing, managing an organization has become 
extremely challenging. The success of a company is directly related to the way its employees 
act. It is widely accepted that employees are the main asset of an organization. Thus, in the 
hospitality industry, the importance of employees considerably increases. Companies are 
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evaluated not only for the quality of their products and services, but also for the attitude of 
the personnel. In these circumstances, achieving success in the hospitality industry depends 
on the extent to which managers are able to motivate their employees. Directly related to 
work motivation is work satisfaction. In the hospitality industry, this aspect is extremely 
important, as customers’ satisfaction is strongly related to employees’ satisfaction. The 
purpose of this paper is to analyze work motivation and satisfaction of employees in a budget 
hotel affiliated to an international hotel chain, in Bucharest. The work motivation and 
satisfaction audit was conducted using a survey among hotel employees.  The research 
indicates motivators for working in hotel, employees’ satisfaction level and their satisfaction 
regarding several aspects: remuneration, the relationship with their direct boss, promotion 
possibilities, work content and the relationship with co-workers. The survey indicates several 
sources of disruption of work satisfaction in hotel. The results are particularly relevant to 
practitioners in the hotel industry and especially to hotel managers, as the study indicates 
ways of improving employees’ work satisfaction, which could generate increased customer 
satisfaction and, consequently, long term competitiveness. 
Keywords: motivators, satisfaction, employee, hotel 
 
GABRIELA OCTAVIANA JIANU (La Facoltà di Lettere e Filosofia di Tor Vergata, Roma) 
The Risks of Social Networking Sites for the Stability of Democracy 
For quite a while, social networks have been playing  the role of a virtual Agora where  internet 
addicts  are frantically debating a wide range of topics, from those considered common issues 
to the delicate political issues of the moment.  Not rarely the virtual space becomes even the 
meeting point between governing authorities and the governed population, to be specific, the 
space where politicians offer information about their activity to the voting population, and 
consequently, voters approve or disapprove of a particular political movement. The political 
implications of social networks have been discussed so far not only on the occasion of the 
Arab Spring, but also once with the success of political groups and parties such as Movimento 
Cinque Stelle, respectively the International Pirates’ Party, occasions that brought to the 
surface the necessity of a particular category of voters to get involved in the act of governance. 
Of course, the feedback given by the virtual community of the political class is beneficial, but 
not in all the cases, as we plan to show in the actual presentation, moreover as until today 
there are no clear regulations in this respect.  
Keywords: democratic system, democracy at risk 
 
GEORGE JIGLAU (Babes-Bolyai University Cluj Napoca)  
A Game Theoretical Approach of Intra-Ethnic Electoral Competition  
The goal of this paper is to put forward a complex game theoretical model covering the main 
stages of intra-ethnic political competition in an electoral context. I construct an  multi-stage 
game taking into account the main institutional elements that shape the dynamics of the 
competition (such as the existence of an electoral threshold) and the potential strategies that 
are usually met in a competition between two or more ethnic parties. The model represents 
a development of the classical downsian model of political competition, as well as a 
contribution to the ongoing theoretical debate regarding the dangers or the benefits brought 
by the existence of intra-ethnicpolitical competition in divided societies. 
Keywords: ethnic parties, competition, game theory 
 
VIORICA JOIȚA (University of Bucharest) 
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Societal Security: When Can We Speak of A Peaceful Inter-ethnic Climate? 
The present paper brings together two interesting notions: societal security and ethnicity. 
Societal security is not only a spectacular concept; it is, perhaps, one of the most sociological 
concepts, and thus conservative, in Security Studies because it revolves around community. 
Our aim is to discuss the problem of (ethnic) identity in a different framework: instead of 
focusing on ethnic tensions, we try to identify the key elements or conditions that contribute 
to a peaceful climate in those territories inhabited by at least two ethnic groups. Thus, our 
main goal is to propose a new hypothesis and to argue for a different sociological approach. 
Keywords: societal security, inter-ethnic solidarity, community, identity 
 
ALINA CECILIA JURAVLE (Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, University of Bucharest)  

Henri H. Stahl an His Vision on the Development of Peasant Communities in Romania 
In a series of articles, written from January to March 1944 in the Romanian journal "Ecoul",  
Henri H. Stahl draws a sketch of his views on the path most suitable for the development of 
peasant communities in Romania. Our analysis begins with a review of these articles, pointing 
out Stahl's main ideas on the matter, organized around his complex vision on what he calls 
"obști agricole", a  development of Romanian rural communities which would be based on the 
strengths of their traditional social organization and the opportunities for agricultural progress 
made available by science and new technologies. A blend of numerous factors - both past and 
present - shape his views and influence his decision to make them public at this particular 
time. We thus briefly review these factors - from his personal life to his social-democratic 
political views, his admiration for historical materialism, his awareness of the main issues on 
the public agenda during his lifetime (focusing more on 1944 and the previous few years) and 
the proposals made for their solution, his ongoing passion for understanding and defending 
the peasantry, his involvement in the Bucharest School of Sociology in both its research and 
its development projects and his desire to bring to light, in a moment he perceives as perhaps 
decisive, a summary of his expertise on the most suitable path for the development of rural 
Romania. 
Keywords: development, Henri H. Stahl, peasant communities, Romania 
 
PATRYCJA KRUCZKWSKA (University of Lodz),  
Spatial Inequalities – Quality of Life in Post-Industrial City  
Goal of the presentation is to show possibilities of application of the Quality of Life research 
as a tool of identification of barriers of cities development and as an evaluation tool of 
revitalization process. The example of exploring deficiencies and resources of the metropolis 
are results of the project „Quality of life and its spatial variations” - a survey research 
conducted in 2012 in Lodz – one of the biggest polish cities. 
The system of indicators developed to analyse levels of quality of life in different parts of the 
city consists of eight dimensions – such as infrastructure, security, access to culture, which 
allowed research team to have an insight in the situation of the city and to identify and analyse 
the differences in living conditions of citizens of post-industrial cities such as Lodz. 
More specifically, I would like to show how culture (in its institutional and non-institutional 
version) can be used as a tool of an effective public policy in fighting with social inequalities. 
Keywords: city, infrastructure, spatial inequalities. 
 
ADAM KULCZYCKI (Institute of Sociology of the University of Rzeszów, Polish) 
Ethnic Relations in Contemporary Sociological Thought. Polish Experience 
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The paper presents an in-depth analysis of ethnic relations as a type of social relations and the 
development of the problem from the classics of sociology, and ending with the most recent 
work. What are the social relations? How to distinguish ethnic and racial relations How to 
study them? How to describe the small? 
Keywords: Analysis of ethnic relations,Racial and ethnic relations, Study of ethnic relations. 
 
NATALIA LAZAREVICH (Institute of Philosophy National Academy of Sciences of Belarus) 
Social and Environmental Aspects of Life Quality   
Through various anthropological programs man is regarded as a phenomenon represented in 
the unity of its objective-natural, individual, psychological, socio-cultural,  existential and 
personal characteristics. Today the actualization of the issue about the specifics of human 
beings in context of  environmental anomalies, the biotechnology revolution and the 
destruction of traditional cultural norms and values is apparent. Therefore, in the structure of 
modern anthropology  there is a variety of studies in humans constructively interacting with  
each other. Such areas may include studying the quality of life. The very idea of the quality of 
life of the population is positioned as a benchmark of social order. It includes both objective 
and subjective factors such as level of education, the state of culture, providing a safe living 
environment, a system of socio-economic, political organizations, etc.  The factors of quality 
of life  include a system of environmental factors if necessary.  The primary environmental 
indicator are: the quality of air, drinking water and soil of the inhabited territories. But in 
addition to these objective measures, the role of environmental factors in ensuring human life 
can be traced to their influence on human spiritual potential.  It manifests itself in the impact 
of the environment on the features of  national character, language processes, mentality, 
religion, etc.  It turns out that a person need not just air, water, delicious and nutritious food, 
but the environment where evolutionary and historically formed part of the ethnicity of the 
individual,  the natural and cultural environment in which the maximum achievable self-
realization of the individual takes place is necessary. Human population in its development 
generates qualitatively new types of relationship with natural environment, giving rise to new 
classes of objects and processes. They allow us to understand the meaning of a qualitatively 
different type of ecological life that emerged on the planet, to understand the often hostile 
attitude  of nature to human population.  
Understanding the importance of the environment, filling the content of the environmental 
quality of life with the environmental meaning, takes us to a higher level of comprehensive 
study of human.  
Keywords: population,enveronmental aspects, moral factor,  demographical policy. 
 
IRINA LECA (Academy of Economic Studies), 
Total Quality Management in Higher Education 
The present paper approaches the necessity and importance of total quality management in 
the Romanian superior educational system especially given the fierce competition, as 
university representatives are aware of the fact that solely high quality services are to be 
valued and considered in the first place when choosing a university, thus ensuring 
longstanding competitive advantage and long term profit. The quality of services provided 
implies two major aspects that a manager should consider: customer satisfaction and 
employees’ lack of faults. Considering the complexity of the socio-economic background, we 
assess that universities should set their own value system, their own philosophy as well as a 
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comprehensive quality management system, by ceaselessly developing employees’ collective 
quality awareness. 
Keywords: universities, quality assurance, total quality management. 
 
CRISTINA LEOVARiDIS (National School of Political and Administrative Sciences, Bucharest), 
Characteristics of Innovation in Romanian Firms, According to Some National Business 
Journals 
The innovative power is considered the key of firms’ competitiveness, knowledge-based 
innovation being assessed as the main engine of economic growth. This new positioning of 
innovation with respect to competitiveness results directly from the process of transition 
towards a knowledge society. This paper aims to present the main characteristics of 
innovation in Romanian firms, as they are presented in some business journals in our country. 
The research methodology consisted of a content analysis performed on three Romanian 
economic business journals: Biz, Forbes and Business Magazine. The content analysis grid 
included criteria such as different types of innovation, the size of firms that innovate, activity 
field of the innovative firms, cooperation with other organizations or lack thereof, barriers to 
innovation etc. The period for journals content analysis was between 1 January 2013 and 30 
June 2013. The paper contains a case study for each journal, including the s of the most 
relevant articles on the research theme. Concluding, we identified many 
similarities between the three journals analyzed, the most important is that in the three 
journals the aspects regarding innovation not only in Romanian firms, but also in general, are 
rarely approached; when this topic is approached, the articles’ authors insist on success cases 
of entrepreneurs in different domains (industry sector – mechanics, electronics, chemistry 
etc., but also services sector as IT, telecommunications, advertising, banking, PR etc.), who 
encouraged and supported research and innovation in their companies. 
Keywords: innovation, business economic journals, knowledge-driven society, entrepreneur 
 
MIHAI LISETCHI (Faculty of Economics and Business Administration - FEAA, West University, 
Timisoara, Romania ), NICOLAE BIBU (Faculty of Economics and Business Administration- 
FEAA, West University, Timisoara, Romania), MARIAN NĂSTASE (Bucharest University of 
Economic Studies, Romania) 
From Theory to Law. The Case of Social Enterprise in Romania  
The coagulation and development of the “social enterprise” phenomenon in Romania 
prompts the need for an analysis of the organizational forms and frameworks of social 
enterprises in Romania. Apparently, it was Drucker (1979), the first who coined the term 
‘social enterprise’ while advocating ethical responsibilities of corporations (Trivedi, 2010). 
After more than thirty years of its emergence, it is a confusing list of socioeconomic and legal 
interpretations of the concept that are used either synonymously or differently. And because 
concepts implies root metaphors used in different cultures and disciplines (economics, 
philosophy, sociology, et al.) to describe in a specific way the reality, the concepts are not 
value-free. Presumption is that scholars and legislators are familiar with the different ways 
that various disciplines define such concepts. But fact is that a plurality of overlapping 
interpretations of the concept with blurry boundaries generates some potential dangers. On 
one hand, because of the variety of specific meanings behind this concept, there is a possibility 
that some people misunderstand what some others are communicating. Even more 
problematic is, probably, the numerous personal interpretations filtered by cultural and 
professional background, situation which lead to the aggravation of the confusion. On the 
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other hand, a potential danger of terminological confusion appears when concepts are 
transferred into legislation. In such case, concepts „start to live their own life” and the 
definitions will generate material consequences influencing people’ life. Problem is that using 
categories always generates exclusions and, like in the case of the tax legislation, whether an 
activity gets or not a tax-exemption it is not a trivial issue (Muukkonen, 2009). This article 
focuses on the different organizational types the social enterprises operate and, also, the way 
that the concept is reflected by the legal framework in Romania aiming to discuss its 
limitations in terms of content, connotations and interconnections. 
Keywords: social economy, social enterprise, law 
 
IOSEFINA CRISTINA LOGHIN (PROGENIES), 
A Challenge for Social Inclusion - a Good Life through the Development of Social Economy in 
Romania 
The current economic crisis has led to an increased flow of people at the poverty line. The 
necessity of a different economic sector to provides viable solutions to the present crisis 
makes understanding the concept of social economy to be so different and intensely debated 
at the conceptual level but also through practical applications. Existing theories, laws and legal 
forms that apply to this type of economy today in several European countries but also from 
other continents have made Romania to try to find a solution adapted to the Romanian 
conditions and seek current legal forms that already allow the pilot implementation of the 
forms of social economy. The results obtained with the three focus groups will be the starting 
point of my study to check the perception of what is to have a good life in the 2nd district of 
Bucharest and what solutions there might be for it to be good life. 
Keywords: economic crisis, good life, social economy, poverty line 
 
 
 
IOSEFINA CRISTINA LOGHIN (PROGENIES), 
An analysis of Various Forms of Social Economy from a Quality of Life Index  
The social economy is a process that continues to attract, to close and to separate researchers, 
applicants and staff of the public authorities who wish to know, understand, apply and 
develop this type of economy in our days also in Romania. The necessity of a different 
economic sector to provides viable solutions to the present crisis makes understanding the 
concept of social economy to be so different and intensely debated at the conceptual level 
but also through practical applications. My study aims to provide a framework for discussing 
the steps taken by Romania between 2007 and 2013 in sphere of introducing the concept of 
social economy. The study will consider the academic, legal and its implementation by 
enterprises that apply the concept of social economy in their business processes. The results 
of the performance of the three focus groups will be the starting point of interpretation 
related to the perception of what is to have a good life in district 1 of Bucharest and what 
solutions there might be for it to be good life. 
Keywords: Social Economy, good life, economic sector, crises, economic education 
 
MĂDĂLINA IULIA LUPĂU (Colegiul Tehnic Constantin Brancusi Oradea), 
The Management of School Violence 
One of the major problems of the contemporary world is violence. This phenomenon is 
internationally publicized, research and official statistics reporting a dramatic increase in the 
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phenomenon of the past two decades, so its escalating in schools became the most visible 
development in the field of formal education. Every day the media presents various scenes of 
violence occurring in school from the easiest forms to the most violent. Even if it is a sensitive 
issue, mastering this phenomenon cannot be done unless they are known the causes the 
origins, the forms of expression and the possibilities of prevention. School has the  major 
responsibility in educating and training students in the non-violent attitudes and behaviors. 
School education should aim all the student's personality, seeking to build not only their 
cultural horizons, but also the emotional, motivational, volitional, attitude, to support efforts 
to extend there interests, to lead them gradually to optimize the orientation and socialization 
process. 
Keywords: schools, violent, education 
 
DANIELA MACI (University of Oradea, Department of Sociology, Social Work and Philosophy), 
The New Status of Philosophy: Cinderella of Social and Humanistic Sciences 
I am interested in to understand the actual status of philosophy (in the special case of 
Romania). Can it had a real contribution to debates around the issue of „good society”? My 
presentation will be structured as follows: a) a brief contextualization of the participation of 
Romanian philosophers in the public debates : from the firsts ideas by which Romania borrows 
the models and methods from Western Europe to today's philosophers who leave the 
„fortress”; b) educational system: from the importance of the philosophy in the educational 
space to the replacing of the philosophy with the other disciplines; c) socio-economic system: 
a few reasons of the new status of the philosophy.  
Keywords: philosophy, educational system, public space, good society 
 
 
 
 
MIHAI MACI (University of Oradea, Department of International Studies), 
Philosophy and Sociology in Romania 
Romanian sociology has been devoted of the rural problems in the first half on the twentieth 
century. During the war and immediately following the war, the conceptual clarifications have 
been made in the several theoretical works. After the begining of the industrialization, 
the social mutations were such a scale that sociology - which it was increasingly limited 
conceptual and ideological surveillance – was notable to follow the social movement. In ’70th 
- ’80th, sociology –both as a discipline and as an instrument of analysis – has been silenced 
because the knowledge of reality has been replaced by idelogical schemes. All this 
has marked the Romanian sociology that it has reborned after 1989. Twenty-four years after 
the Revolution  we do not have an image of the social mutations which Romania has 
experienced it in the last century. 
Keywords: Romanian sociology, social mutations, knowledge of reality 
 
ALEXANDRU MAGOLA (Institute of Cultural Patrimony of the Academy of Science of Moldavia)  
The Persecution of Spiritual Leaders of Lipovans  
The annexation of Bassarabia in june 1940 and its invasion by soviet troops was followed by  
extensive repressions and deportations of the native population to Siberia, Kazakhstan and to 
other distant areas of the former Soviet Union. Among those subjected to repressions were 
the spiritual leaders from different religious communities, sentenced to death by shooting, 
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deported, imprisoned in the extermination camps or in other prisons. This communication 
presents few of the tragic destinies of the communist period, which occurred even in the 
community Lippovan Russian in Bessarabia. There are presented data about the destiny of 
Nestor Venedictov deacon, Isidor Lepilov priest, the teacher of religion, Ivan Arkhipovich 
Venedictov, all from Cunicea village, Soroca county, about Hariton Kircenkov, the vicar of the 
Cathedral "The Mother of God's Cover" in Chisinau and others. To  
escape the persecutions of the new Soviet regime to the address of religious beliefs, Fiodor 
Melnikov, the missionary church "The Mother of God" in Chisinau and Inochentie Usov, the 
lipovan bishop of Chisinau were forced to refuge in Romania. With all these pressures, the 
ethnic communities in Bessarabia including Lipovans - Russians, have retained their religious 
habits so far. 
Keywords: Romania, Bessarabia,repressions, deportations, Lipovans-Russians. 
 
LIVIUS MANEA (University of Bucharest) 
Methodological Aspects of Disability Assessment 
People with disabilities have always been an important target group of social protection. At 
least for this reason, disability assessment as a tool for social control is important for people 
concerned, for the families to which they belong and for society. Formal recognition of 
belonging to this category conferred eligibility and access to benefits and services to meet 
current and future needs of the person. Therefore, the accuracy of the assessment is essential 
to reduce as much as possible the errors of inclusion. Addressing disability in terms of 
individual model has created the role of evaluator as traditionally return to the medical staff; 
changing paradigm imposed by the social model, failed to significantly diminish the 
importance almost exclusively clinical aspects and the role of medicine in any evaluation. The 
paper is an analysis of both the type of relationship between the evaluator and the person 
being evaluated and the evaluation tools used for grounding (scales, criteria, descriptors). It 
highlights the conditions and factors that may affect the validity and reliability of the 
assessment process and results. 
Keywords: disability; disability assessment 
 
OCTAV MARCOVICI (Romanian Sociological Association) 
Determinants Analysis on Adolescents  
Determinants analysis is a pretty recent approach in social research and policy reviews, so that 
one cannot speak about generally/largely agreed definition of concepts yet. The paper 
endeavours to propose a framework for analysing the factors that, at structural, proximity and 
individual levels, impede the realisation of adolescents’ rights to education, health and 
protection. This framework was first conceived for the purpose of being used within a study 
on the state of adolescents in Romania, commissioned by UNICEF Romania and carried out by 
CURS and ISE, which finally used a slightly different approach, in a view to observe the 
determinants’ framework already in use by UNICEF. The proposed framework is based on the 
structure-agency approach embraced by several international youth researches, which argue 
that individual actions and behaviours are in most cases the results of an interplay between 
structural constraints (institutional settings and rules) and individual agency. This approach is 
important for a determinants’ analysis because it requires due consideration of individual 
features as well while discussing the role of social determinants in setting choice constraints 
and shaping pathways for adolescents’ achievement of their rights. It is also important when 
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approaching vulnerable adolescents, since vulnerability is often associated not only with 
structural and/or proximity determinants, but also with individual features. 
Keywords: determinants; adolescents; constrained choices; structure; agency. 
 
CORINA MATEI (Spiru Haret University), 
Globalization as Acculturation 
My paper comprises a philosophical and anthropological approach of globalization, aiming at 
a clearer description of it. In order to realize this, several different perspectives will be 
considered, including the one belonging to the researcher M. Mamulea – that is, globalization 
as a type of acculturation. The topic’s philosophical frame refers to the right classification of 
the phenomenon into a descriptive or a normative area of manifestations: attitudes, 
initiatives, strategies etc. My point is that one’s opinion on this phenomenon affecting all of 
us can be properly articulated only after clarifying whether the support of 
globalization as a historical phenomenon has an objective nature or not.  
Key-words: acculturation, description, enculturation, globalization, identity 
 
GEORGE-ALEXANDRU MATU (National School of Political and Administrative Sciences, Faculty 
of Political Sciences)  
Assessing the Affirmative Action Program for Roma High School Students within the 
Intergroup Contact-Theory Framework 
Although the affirmative action program for Roma high school students grants access to 
secondary education for more than 2000 students per year, there is little research designed 
to assess its effects. This paper evaluates the program within the intergroup contact-theory 
framework. Using data collected through self-administered questionnaires among high school 
students (N=167), levels of prejudice against Roma were measured for three groups with 
different previous inter ethnic contact (direct, indirect and reduced-indirect contact). In order 
to measure the prejudice of other students against their Roma colleagues that benefited of 
the affirmative action program, sociometric tests were conducted for three different groups 
(N=31, 32, 26). Results suggest that inter-ethnic contact within the program has no significant 
effect in reducing prejudice, and that there is a high level of rejection of Roma students from 
their majoritarian colleagues. Some recommendations for improving the program are 
discussed within the intergroup contact-theory framework. 
Keywords: intergroup contact theory, affirmative action in education, prejudice, Roma 
students 
 
IONUȚ MAVRICHI (CESPE) 
New Methodologies in the Sociology of Religion  
The type of methodology that the article proposes for development represents an approach 
of the Sociology of Religion from the Social History perspective. This methodology tries to 
decode social realities from distant past with the help of the social expression of 
contemporary religion. This can be achieved through the utilization of middle-range models 
that can be used heuristically in the interpretation of historical data. The middle-range models 
can be obtained through the observation and field research of the aspects connected with the 
social religious ethos and that, in the same time, are connected to the historical identity matrix 
of the studied religion. The implicit risks of the methodology are ethnocentrism and 
anachronism, namely the reading of the sources in the distinct categories of a different 
paradigm, respectively the retro-projection of values and contemporary interpretative models 
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to another historical period. The key point is the identity continuum that religion holds as a 
social function and a definitional constant. As an example of the use of this methodology the 
emergence of Christianity as a new religion in antiquity will be analyzed, but the methodology 
has a larger applicative potential (the social-historical study of other religions). The models 
will be used to explain the sociological factors that determined the rapid conquest of the 
Empire by the new player of the religious market. 
Keywords: historical sociology, social history, sociology of religion, emergent religions. 
 
IONUȚ MAVRICHI (CESPE), EDUARD ANTON (University of Bucharest), MIRELA ZORILĂ 
(University of Bucharest), DANIEL TEODORESCU (University of Bucharest) 
Inter-ethnic Cohabitation – Ethno-Religious Identification in Toplița 
The study that we bring forward develops the problem of ethnic and religious correlation in 
Toplița’s community. It is based on a qualitative exploratory field research that has been 
conducted between 29th of September and 5th of August. Methodologically it follows the 
neo-interpretative approach. The accent will mainly fall on the identification of the 
community’s religious identity profile, and especially the way it is shaped on ethnic grounds. 
Geographically and historically Toplița hypothetically inherits a complex identity past of ethnic 
and religious convergence. This study tries to decipher the way that the social memory does 
or does not keep elements of the past that would lead to ethno-religious identification, inter-
ethnic and inter-religious rapport peculiarities, the functions held by different religious 
institutions in keeping social harmony or, respectively, the conflict potential that the new 
sociology of religion paradigm attributes to religious phenomena. Another topic will be the 
symbolic and social presence of different religious institutions and of the way they implement 
social change through different social work programmes. This can enlighten the relevance or 
non-relevance of distinct religious identities in Topliţa’s polymorphous ethnic context. 
Keywords: sociology of religion, ethno-religious identification. 
 
SIMONA MIHAIU (Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Craiova) 
Etiological Model of the Murder Offense  
This paper presents the results of investigations carried out in September 2012 - February 
2013, on a group of 184 persons definitively convicted in the execution of a sentence of 
imprisonment for crimes of murder in the Maximum Security Penitentiary in Craiova. Socio-
criminological analysis of the etiology of murder, carried out by us, brings in the chronological 
approach in the aggressor`s life, in relation to family environment, school, group of friends, 
criminal background and the context of the offense. Also, there are presented  features of the 
relationship between the aggressor and the victim, analyzed in accordance with the „going to 
act” theory, developed by Étienne De Greef. Results from statistical techniques and 
procedures are completed with 16 case studies, from which are selected those  that outline  
theoretical aspects  regarding ecological model of violence (Étienne G. Krug et al., 2002), risk 
factors associated with delinquent behavior (David Farrington and Rolf Loeber, 2003) and 
delinquency as a life choice (Maurice Cusson, 2010). 
Keywords: Socio-criminological analysis,  etiologic model, murder. 
 
ADINA MIHĂILESCU  (Quality of Life Research Institute)  
Analysis of the Purchasing Power of Household Incomes in Romania and other European 
Countries  
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Based on the concept of "good society" that is subject to the International Conference 
"Towards a better society. European Perspective ", the communication aims to present a 
minimum consumption model, but also a journey within the purchasing power of the 
minimum wage in the Romanian economy and the environment, as in other European 
countries. The paper highlights the importance of sizing realistic consumption pattern of 
poverty in a country or in a particular time and of course, measures can be taken to mitigate 
the fall in poverty, supporting vulnerable population groups and cost estimates required the 
satisfaction of urgent needs.  
Keywords: model of mimimum living standard, expenses, minimum wage, average wage in 
the economy 
 
MONICA MITARCĂ (Dimitrie Cantemir Christian University) 
Youth and Porn: A Reading 
Although considered „special public” in most academic writings on media/effects studies, 
youth are usually defined so on the basis of their innocence, thus prone to be saved from 
corrupting media content (usually, abounding in violence and sexuality). While researching 
the attribution of the label „pornographic” to various images in a survey, we came across an 
odd similarity between the attribution data for our youngest respondents (15-21 year olds), 
and that of the oldest respondents to our questionnaire (45-59). Although in our pool youth 
were relatively a slim slice, their responses can be analyzed against the «adults’» and further 
researched in semi-directional interviews. The youth/old similarities are worth exploring for 
their difference in rationales. Our interpretation of the results is that the pattern emerges 
from the very fact our media diet, before 1989, was porn-free or almost, and that makes 
that people experiencing pornography in their 30ies are most likely to have preserved an 
‚innocent’ reading of pornography. 
Keywords: youth, media diet, pornography 
 
 
BIANCA MITU (Romanian Cultural Institute) 
Political Entertainment and Young Citizens' Political Behaviour  
TV entertainment is the primary means of humor for the modern society, the cheapest, most 
versatile, most comfortable, and most affordable. Television entertains and amuses, it has the 
power to transform everything into a show. The show is interwoven in the fabric of everyday 
life, dominating leisure time, shaping people’s political opinions and social behaviors. Political 
participation has declined lately in many countries, both politicians and scholars complain 
about the political apathy. According to Liesbet van Zoonen, “Politics has to be connected to 
the everyday culture of its citizens; otherwise it becomes an alien sphere, occupied by 
strangers no one cares and bothers about” (2005, 3). Since entertainment is a part of our 
modern lives, the politics had to adapt in order to reach the people.  The aim of this study is 
to analyze the relation between political entertainment and young citizens’ political 
engagement. The topic is very challenging one for the contemporary education. The 
relationship between entertainment and politics or entertainment and citizenship is a quite 
young subject among media scholars. (van Zoonen, 2005; Dahlgren, 2009). The questions that 
guide this study are: does entertainment provide a context that leads to political engagement 
or disengagement for the Romanian young citizens? Is the political entertainment important 
for young peoples' citizenship education? How does the political entertainment influece 
young peoples' political behaviour? 
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Keywords: political entertainment, civic education, young people, engagement, citizenship 
education 
 
SORIN MITULESCU (Institute of Educational Sciences, Bucharest) 
Life Styles and Social Risks to Romanian Teenagers 
A research (both quantitative and qualitative), held in ordering and funding of UNICEF 
Romania in early 2013 highlighted both the state of Romanian adolescents and their transition 
challenges posed to the  educational system, social protection and health . The lifestyle of 
adolescents is characterized by extensive use of mass media (especially entertainment and 
music on TV and radio) and social networks. Alcohol and smoking can be seen in important 
segments even more so to the vulnerable (Rome, criminals, drug users). Percentage of sexually 
active adolescents who is 15% on average. Most say they have a stable partner, not using 
sexual protection and do not seem aware of the risk they incur. Knowledge on HIV 
transmission adolescents are generally correct but shows a certain uncertainty. Teenagers 
prefer to rely on the support of parents (except sexual discussions on where they choose to 
communicate mostly with friends) and, in general, even when faced with difficulties, are less 
confident in social services which they are  considering as  rigid bureaucratic and lacking 
privacy guarantee. In conclusion, lifestyle and risk attitudes of adolescents as underdeveloped 
social services creates premises for major social risks (to health, to adopt harmful behaviors) 
during teenagers’ personal development. 
Keywords: teenager, life style, social  risk, personal development, social capital 
 
IOANA-CRISTINA MORARU (University of Bucharest) 
A Reflexive Perpective on Societal Security 
Contemporary social reality reveals itself as a period of great questions and criticism of 
modernity. If the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century the world we could find 
in the whirlwind of change, the twenty - first century finds the world concerned about how 
can we understand and manage the results of modernity. Given that it is not enough to analyse 
the modernity by itself, we propose a reflexive analysis on modernity in terms of societal 
security. Is the (post-) modern world better, safer? The fundamental step is to identify areas 
affected by the processes of modernity such as the human communities. The reflexive 
perspective on societal security proposes to study how modernity affected the societal body, 
the human communities. Also, we have to see where the role of the State as a security 
provider is. In this regard, the state has an obligation but also a fundamental attribute: to 
provide security for  society and individuals. Overall, the modern State understands that 
people need a stable political system, a functional economy, public order and military 
commitments to help in case of armed conflicts, policies to integrate the poor and to protect 
the environment. But is this enough? The aim of this study is to analyse the role of the modern 
era for the societal body and if we should talk about our society as a risk society. 
Keywords: societal security, modernity, social change, risk society. 
 
IOANA CRISTINA MORARU (University of Bucharest)  
Assumptions on Abolition of Social Service 
Discussions surrounding the abolition of Social Service in 1939  are at least as large as are 
those relating to its establishment . Therefore , the aim of this paper is to bring into question 
the three themes helpful in understanding abolition of Social Service hypotheses : (1) the 
international macrosocial context of 1939 ( political scene around the outbreak of the World 
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War II ) , (2) the national political context (influential political forces in the interwar period), 
(3) different views of members Sociological School of Bucharest on Social Service. 
So what are the real reasons for the abolition of Social Service ? Political clique pressures on 
King Carol II ? The lack of funds caused by the threat of war or the clutter of Social Service 
goals? The purpose of this paper is to clarify the dilemma surrounding the abolition of Social 
Service. 
Keywords: Social Service, interwar sociology, Bucharest School of Sociology 
 
CRINA MARINA MORTEANU (National University of Political Studies and Public 
Administration,Bucharest) 
Community Policy and Roma Early Marriage 
This paper compares the regulatory policies of legal marriage in Romania, especially in terms 
of engagement, with the practice of early marriage in traditional Roma families. Considering 
marriage as least a social and legal contract, both types of marriages can be seen as partially 
defined contracts, complementary and viable; first is civil governed defining a general 
framework, and the second, defined by community and cultural values. The intention of the 
paper is to present social and cultural norms applied in early marriages in Roma, following the 
principle of equal opportunities between women and men, focus on rights and interests of 
girls and women. 
Keywords: Early marriage, Roma girl, gender equality, social contract, legal marriage. 
 
ȘTEFAN MUȘAT (University of Bucharest) 
Intentional Communities  - Another Perspective About Welfare 
Intentional communities are small social factions’ established by people who have voluntarily 
chosen to live together, in a delimited geographic habitat, for a range of reasons in the 
creation of a shared and sustainable lifestyle. This shared lifestyle implies splitting the various 
types of resources, distributing the tasks and also the adherence to an ethical and ideological 
code; this recurrence to a communal type lifestyle generates practical forms of living that may 
reflect diverse structures and distinct philosophies and also may suggest an alternative to the 
standard definition of welfare. Being considered sites that form the basis for resisting 
mainstream forms of living and representations of subjectivity, these communities pose a 
critical view towards the dominant ideological perspectives. This presentation aims to 
describe some general notions about the critical role of intentional communities regarding the 
welfare in broader society vs. alternative definitions and “lucrative” practices. 
Keywords: Communities, welfare, alternative lifestyle. 
 

BOGDAN NADOLU (West University, Timişoara) 

e-World - Sociological Perspectives about the Evolution of the Virtual Universe 
The virtual universe has debut on 2nd of September 1969 when it was officially launched the 
ARPA-Net. After 1983 this computer network was opened to the public. Since than the 
evidence concerning the net users have become simple estimations. Not only “How much 
users are on Internet” but even “What is a net user?” still represent key problems that are 
difficult to be clarified. Soon it will be easier to calculate the total number of internet user by 
subtract the population that certainly doesn’t have access to this technology. Concerning the 
“net user” this is different by the “computer/other device connected to the Internet”. As Peter 
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Steiner coined into a famous cartoon published in The New Yorker in 1993, On the internet, 
nobody knows you’re a dog! How it is distributed the virtual universe around the planet? Are 
we really moving toward a global information society? Is craziness the Google project to cover 
all the Earth with IT equipped balloons that will assure the Internet access all over the globe? 
These are just few questions that this paper will try to answer following the official statistics 
and the very last contributions into this topic. 
Keywords: Internet, virtual social space, internauts 
 
IOANA DELIA NADOLU (West University, Timişoara), 
An Anthropological Approach of the Social Economy 
Social Economy represents a relative new theoretical concept with a large applicability into 
the contemporary postmodern and poststructuralist society. Searching and producing of 
value-added into the social space exceed physic and symbolic limit of the classic economical 
paradigm. Mixing alter with ego into the research of the specific solutions for the general 
problems, the social economy has engaging also a consistent anthropological dimension. Into 
this paper will follow to identify the main anthropological connotation of the social economy: 
the valorization of the traditional culture into the urban medium, the symbolic social 
resources of the build environment, trans-border dimension of some particular principle, such 
Faire-Trade, Artisan du Monde, Eco friendly and so on. Keywords: antropologie, economie 
sociala, cultura urbana, cultura traditionala. 
 
DANA-IOANA NAGHI (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
The Youth in the Context of Social Change and Their Difficulties Towards the Labor Market 
Integration in Romania 
Starting from the hypothesis that the young people in Romania reflect the level of 
development in the Romanian society, their values, their behavior and their lifestyle, they are 
the expression of how the society is forming  them, according to the ideals and the 
expectations which both are mutual. Moreover, from all the social problems raised in a social 
context by the topic of youth, this paper aims to focus on an issue that Romanian society faces 
nowadays, such as the employment crisis among young graduates. Also this paper wants to 
bring into attention issues such as: the way that the youth manifests  as a distinctive group 
into the structure of a society, youth’s difficulties regarding the process of employment and 
how does this phenomenon relates to society, unemployment spreading among youth, the 
attitude of young people towards work, the social risks that generate this problem, the 
Romanian youth perspective over society and over their professional future. To sum up a final 
question rises: Has Romania the qualities of a good society for its youth? 
Keywords: employment crisis, youth, social change, social risks. 
LĂCRĂMIOARA NAIE (Arts University „George Enescu”, Iaşi, România) 
Romanian Classical Music Diaspora in America. Lory Wallfisch about George Enescu 
The paper I present here bears the strong imprint of the musical circles across the ocean 
concerning the discovering of the Enescian art and musical spirit. The Romanian diaspora 
which is happily represented by musicians such as the pianist Lory Wallfisch, maintains alive 
and pure the Enescian genius both on the stage level and on the musicological expression. For 
the both worlds (European and American) which are harmoniously embodied in the same 
artistic and musical heraldry the name of Enescu was, is and will always be „the Romanian 
master of the universal music”. 
Keywords: Romanian Diaspora, music, Enescu 
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GABRIELA NEAGU (Quality of Life Research Institute), 
Young People between School and Working Life 
Employability, especially in times of economic crisis is a highly complex process. The 
complexity is even higher as the people looking for a job with a low educational level, lack not 
only experience, but also the ability, the ability to identify existing employment opportunities. 
In this case there are more young people in Romania. Unlike other EU countries, where the 
employability is a well organized, involving both educational institutions and potential 
employers, training centers, trade unions etc. and each of them has clearly defined 
responsibilities, in Romania the situation is otherwise. Once you have left the education 
system, young people are on their own. Unemployment and training offer content that often 
is not anything to do with the specifics of the local, regional or national, nor the skills, interests 
learners are among the few measures taken by authorities from us. The results are the 
measure of interest for this problem: the unemployment rate among young people aged 15-
24 was 22.7% in 2012 according to the INS, the highest compared to other age groups and 
continues to maintain the same values in 2013, the rate of premature abandonment of the 
education system is over 16%, while the participation rate of young people in training courses 
is below 2%.Purpose: This paper aims at analyzing the process of employability of young 
people in Romania compared to those in other EU countries: models, strategies, results etc. 
Theoretical and methodological framework: The employability can be 
approached from many perspectives: economic, social, political. In this paper we 
concentrated on two of the prospects of employability process analysis: sociological and 
economic perspective. Both methods catitative (questionnaire) and qualitative methods (in-
depth interviews, focus groups) can be used to investigate this process. For this article we will 
just call quantitative research conducted in Romania in recent years. Results: Young people in 
Romania have very little information on the labor market, have very high expectations and 
professional aspirations but are not supported by the level of education and professional 
degree. A thorough analysis of this problem is able to reduce the number of young people 
starting their working life with a professional and social failure 
Keywords: prospective studies, employability, training, school counseling and career guidance 
 
NICOLETA NEAMŢU (Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca), ANGELA TODEA (General 
Direction for Social Work and Child Protection, Alba)  
Specific Features of the Main Types of Family Foster Care, in the Actual Context of Romania: 
Comparative Aspects and Alternative Solutions 
The purpose of this paper is to evaluate the progress of foster care services with relatives, 
people unrelated to the child and professional foster families, towards the achievement of 
national objectives of governmental reform in the field of protection and promotion of child 
and family rights.  Using a lengthy retrospective design, based on field study, the effectiveness 
of family foster care from the child’s superior interest, as well as as financial costs, and the 
effectiveness of various types of foster care, are being analyzed. The investigated population 
consists, on one hand, of two groups of children from the county of Alba, to whom the child 
protection measure of foster care expired in 2012 and 2002, as well as substitutive and 
complementary parent figures  of these children. The main method of gathering data was the 
analysis of relevant documents from the DGASPC Alba archive. The result of the study presents 
the similarities and differences between the different types of foster care, the advantages and 
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disadvantages of those, auggesting new directions of action for public policies in the field of 
child and family welfare , in Romania’s actual context.  
Keywords: foster care, evaluation, efficiency, comparative study, public policies.  
 
ADRIANA NEGUȚ (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
Recent Approaches to Social Economy 
During the last few years, in Romania we’ve witnessed a growing interest in the social 
economy as a result of increasing interest of EU in this area and of several funding lines for 
this field such as SOPHRD 2007-2013. There was also a growing interest for developing a legal 
framework on social economy, the concept of “social economy” being increasingly present in 
public debates. The objectives of my paper are to briefly describe the main research topics on 
social economy in Romania and to discuss the preliminary results of the latest quantitative 
research undertaken within a RIQL project, as well as to examine new directions for research 
on social economy. The sociological research in Romania often discusses the evolution of each 
type of organization within the national context and the main trends and challenges for social 
economy entities. Most research focuses on aspects regarding the structure and size of the 
social economy sector nationwide, the supply and demand of social economy and 
comparisons with other European countries. Topics such as social capital and its potential role 
on the development of social economy or the ability of social economy activities to generate 
social capital are a new in Romania. Among recent approaches in the field we can also identify 
ethics in social economy, social innovation and sustainability of social economy initiatives.  
Keywords: social economy, social capital, local development, social research. 
 
MIRELA  NEMŢANU (Academy of Economic Studies, Faculty of Marketing) 
Corporate Social Responsibility for Cosmetics Companies 
Companies of early twentieth century (many of which we find today as powerful multinational 
with branches in hundreds of countries and thousands of employees around the world) began 
- as their business grew and size have exponential growth - to realize the impact they began 
to have on society. Need to rationalize resources and the importance of sustainable 
development, along with society adverse reactions related to social society, have led in the 
end to appliance of corporate social responsibility policies (CSR). The first companies to 
integrate CSR policies in their development strategy were (and still are) multinationals; and 
this article aim to take a look at understanding the emergence of this type of behavior within 
these companies.Among these also the cosmetics companies are distinguished, organizations 
which by the nature of invented / produced / distributed products have a direct and personal 
impact on the consumer. Cosmetics are reaching the consumer safety and security, as we have 
a direct contact with the product. The existence of a responsible and ethical behavior in all life 
stages of the product is vital; and need of strong corporate social responsibility policy is backed 
by an extremely powerful regulatory affair framework.The purpose of this article is to make 
introspection about cosmetics companies, to observe trends in the application of corporate 
social responsibility and regulatory affairs compliance framework. 
Keywords: Corporate social responsibility, cosmetics, regulatory affairs, social impact, 
sustainable development, ethics. 
 
EDUARD TRAIAN NICOLAU (Inspection of Labour/PNUD), 
The Social Enterprise and the Flexibility of Work 
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The social enterprise is to become one of the most important tools to be used in order to 
increase social insertion. Although the term is not regulated yet in Romanian legislation, a lot 
of ESF founded projects are dealing with the subject, introducing this issue on the economic 
market. By now, the social enterprise can be regarded as an option for a business and good 
management is one of the main issues. As an enterprise, this entity is to become a factor of 
social inclusion and the social enterprise will call for recruitment of the workers belonging to 
the vulnerable groups. The employment of these workers will be, generally speaking, under 
the labour contracts. In this field, the social enterprise must balance its need for economic 
development with the needs of the targeted workers. The balance must be kept by choosing 
the right form of labour contract, allowing targeted workers to work in a flexible manner, 
according to their special needs (when necessary). National legislation is regulating the 
employment by labour contract according to the Labour Code. Beginning with 2003, this law 
establishes some forms of the labour contract, which were absent in the past. The knowledge 
of this issue is highly important to the development of the enterprise. 
Keywords: social enterprise, work, flexible work 
 
ANDREEA-MIHAELA NIŢĂ (University of Craiova – Faculty of Law and Social Sciencies) 
Employment and Unemployment in the Region of South-West Oltenia. Sociological 
Analysis for the Period 2014-2020. 
Sharp demographic decline caused by migration of the population in the post-December 1989, 
the negative natural increase generated by high mortality manifestation before birth, the 
major changes of shape in the contemporary family whose members have shifted priority  
from the family values towards the careers have affected  the delicate balance of the supply 
and demand system in the labor market in Romania. Regionalization and its socio-economic 
peculiarities will enlarge even more the existing gap between the population in search of work 
(whose educational influence deteriorated recently as a result of legislative changes in 
Romanian education and lack of coherent accountability for the quality of graduates) and the 
demanding requirements of employers constrained by economical and regulatory policies in 
the current context of globalizing austerity. Amid these changes, between 2012-2013 there 
have been various analyzes and studies on employment and unemployment in the South West 
region, considered one of the poorest in Romania in 2013 (unemployment rate in Mehedinti 
and Dolj counties being the highest and the most constant over the last three years).  The 
impact of the measures aimed to stimulate regional demographics, the connection of the 
school with employers by enhancing and stimulating internships to students through 
scholarships and professional commitment after graduation, education and entrepreneurship, 
etc..must be multiplied by all the social representative participants  at a local and   regional 
level. Could these actions be organised through  institutional sinergy only at a local and/or 
regional level or the national regulations consistent with social policy are the only ones  meant 
to have effect on? 
Keywords: the labor market, employment, unemployment, social policy 
 
CRISTINA OALĂ  (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
Opinions of Certain Categories of Litigants Regarding the Activity of the Prosecutors 
Being a part of a more extensive investigation carried out by the team of the laboratory 
“Violence and Crime. Prevention and Mediation”, of the Institute of Sociology of the Romanian 
Academy, within the research project “Public and Justice in Romania. Reality and social 
perception”, this paper focuses on assessing the opinions and perceptions of a specific 
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category of litigants, persons benefiting from probation services, regarding the work and the 
person of the prosecutors which lead and control activities of criminal investigation. The 
analysis of the main data obtained from a questionnaire-based survey carried out on a group 
of persons in the custody of the Probation Service Bucharest allowed us to obtain a pertinent 
view on their opinions and perceptions regarding the activity of public prosecutors, the 
manner they have chosen to manage and control criminal investigations, their degree of 
involvement within the investigation, their compliance with the legal provisions, and so on, as 
well as correlating these views with a number of variables such as gender, age, education level, 
occupation, offense, the amount of the sentence, etc. 
Keywords: prosecuters, criminal investigation, criminal justice, 
probation, probation service beneficiaries 
 
CRISTINA OALĂ  (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
The Perception of the Beneficiaries of the Probation Service Bucharest Regarding the 
Activity of the Police Officers Investigating Criminal Cases 
Aiming to reveal a number of significant aspects which concern the way in which the police 
officers working within the criminal investigative services are perceived, this paper 
summarizes the main information obtained from a questionnaire-based survey carried out in 
June-July 2013 on a batch of persons that were at that time in the custody of the Probation 
Service Bucharest. Even though these data may have a significant degree of subjectivity, they 
still allow outlining a view of the opinions and the perceptions regarding the police officers 
and their activity in the services of criminal investigations, from the perspective of individuals 
who were involved personally and whose life was influenced by the way the administration of 
criminal justice is achieved in Romania, and correlating these perceptions with a number of 
variables, such as: gender, age, education level, occupation, offense, amount of the sentence, 
etc. 
Keywords: police officers, criminal investigation, criminal justice, probation, probation service 
beneficiaries 
 
ȘERBAN OLAH (University of Oradea), GABRIEL FLORA (Partium Christian University, Oradea) 
The Integration of the Rural Youth on the Labor Market of Romania and Hungary 
The paper is focused on analyzing social data gathered in a Cross-Border Euro-Regional project 
done in 2012.  First part of the paper is theoretically oriented towards presenting the socio-
economic situation of the rural regions from Central and Eastern Europe but focusing on the 
Romanian and Hungarian cases.  The Rural Youth is a social segment with a high degree of risk 
on a labor market highly influenced by the recent world economic crisis. We examine   the 
current situation but also the causes and social and economic consequences of world current 
crisis. The second part of the paper is an analysis of the quantitative and qualitative data from 
both Romania and Hungary. Our team collected data from a large sample of rural young 
people who want to find a place on the labor market. We also used qualitative data such as 
semi-structured interviews and content analysis of the press from Oradea and Debrecen, the 
largest cities of the Bihor-Hajdu Bihar Euro-region. In the final we present the main 
conclusions of the research and of the project. 
Keywords: Rural, Youth, Labor market, Romania, Hungary 
 
IONUȚ MIHAI OPREA (University of Oradea) 



Book of abstracts 

 

 

 

International Conference “Towards the Good Society – European Perspectives”, Bucharest 24-26 October 2013 |70 
 

Social-Philanthropic Church Services For a Better Society. Strategies and Programes at the 
Local Level- Filnatropia Association Oradea 
The following paper wishes to be a incursion in the social philantrophic activity of Romanian 
Orthodox Church, commenceing with a short history of the christian philanthropy in the 
orthodox Romanian space, moving afterwards to an assassement of the types of services 
offered at this time by the Romanian Orthodox Church, as well as the principles which now 
stand at the base of the offer of services with social and philantropic character given by the 
orthodox church organisations. Another perspective approached is that of the strategies, 
programs and mechanisms of our proposal of social services at local level, in Bihor county, of 
the orthodox church organisations, the present study presenting  Filantropia Association 
Oradea, an organisation of associations provideing social services in Bihor county. This social 
services offered at this time by the Church organisations inside the Filantropia Association 
Oradea, may  establish a model of fine work in the domain of comunity social services, in which 
the Romanian Orthodox Church is a key factor, who receives the trust of the benefactors of 
the social services, as well as its sponsors. 
Keywords: social-philantrophic services, Church organisations. 
 

RAISA OSADCI (Insitute of Cultural Patrimony, Chişinău).  
The Impact of Bilingualism on Ethnic Personality 
The communication refers to the inevitable effects, positive and negative aspects of the 
bilingualism on the personality and ethnic communities. The phenomenon of bilingualism is 
approached as a mechanism of embodiment of ethnic processes in everyday life. A common 
finding is that a bilingual environment causes linguistic changes. It is known that from losing 
of the mother tongue to ethnicity loss is only one step. The phenomenon of transition to 
another language determines a process of transition to a new ethnic consciousness. These 
transformations are the main component of assimilation of a structure of personality into 
another ethno-cultural space. Another negative aspect of bilingualism is the deceleration of 
the rate of thought. In terms of enduring bilingualism, the human brain ”thinking in words”, 
for the formulation of ideas, is forced to a selection from two languages, situation that often 
results in a deficit of clarity. Another point of the communication refers to the issue of 
linguistic export and ethnic assimilation processes between national territories and with 
completely different historical evolutions. In these circumstances, the bilingualism creates 
inadequate situations, even paradoxical, with another set of negative influences on 
personality generally and on the ethnic community in particular. It should also be noted the 
difference between the situation when a few members of a community speaks permanently 
speaks many different languages by mother tongue compared to situations where even more 
ethnic communities speak other languages than their mother tongue. On the other side are 
revealed positive effects of knowledge of several languages too, with their passive or 
occasional use as compared to life in a bilingual environment. 
Keywords: Bilingualism, ethnic processes, ethnic personality, ethnic community, assimilation 
DUMITRU OTOVESCU (Faculty of Law and Social Sciences, University of Craiova) 
Quality of Social Life in Contemporary City 
This paper presents some of the results of the field research conducted in July 2013 by Oltenia 
Social Institute of University of Craiova, among 400 subjects from Craiova. The main purpose 
of the research was identifying the satisfaction or dissatisfaction of the inhabitants according 
to their their living conditions. 
Keywords:: quality of life, urban environement, problems, public institutions  
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ANA-MARIA PALADUŞ (Reper21), SABINA NICOLELLA (Ecosistemi, Italy), LIVIA MAZZA, 
(Ecosistemi, Italy) 
 Responsible Private Procurement in the Context of Societal Responsibility Policies 
Over the last two decades, major international scandals associated to the poor labour 
conditions and unsafe/polluting production processes in the less developed countries have 
underlined the increasing importance of supply chain management and, implicitly, of 
sustainable private procurement. The cases of Apple with its Chinese supplier Foxconn or the 
disaster of the Dhaka textile factory (major Bangladesh supplier of Mango, Primark or Loblaw) 
represent two recent illustrations for the above-mentioned problems. Besides playing a major 
role in the business risks mitigation, responsible private procurement (RPP) contribute to the 
improvement of a firm’s reputational capital, the development of local communities and the 
emergence of innovative, socially responsible and environmental friendly production 
processes. More generally, RPP enables a firm to respond to the general expectations of the 
society as stipulated in the Global Reporting Initiative (the ‘’second and third levels of 
responsibility’’) and in ISO 26000 (‘’sphere of influence’’). After having described the 
contribution of RPP to the reputational capital and to the creation of shared value, the paper 
analyses the main tools for RPP management (risk assessment procedures, suppliers 
involvement and vendor rating). The stakes and tools of RPP are afterwards being adapted to 
the Romanian situation, country specialized in supplying international companies in sectors 
such as mining, textile, auto etc. At the end, two case studies are analysed: Ecopetrol in 
Columbia and Illy in Italy.  
Keywords: responsible procurement supply chain management sustainable vendor rating 
reputational capital 
 
ANDRA PANAIT (ADPSE Catalactica) 
Brick-Making as Traditional Handcraft and Identity Construction in Roseți 
The present study describes the socio-economic and cultural situation of the brick craftsmen 
from Roseți, Călărași county. The construction of the community’s identity is different now 
from the communist times regarding traditional handcrafts, and considering the negotiation 
of ethnical identity, social relationships between members of the community, elements of 
identity equivalence, significations and values attributed to craftsmen and final products, 
labor division within families, passing the handcraft to new generations, and adaptation 
strategies for the challenges of risk society. 
Keywords: roma, traditional handcraft, brick-making, ethnic identity. 
 
 
CORINA PANTELIMON BISTRICEANU (“Spiru Haret” University, Bucharest) 
Ethnographic Arguments in Sociology: Romanians and the Spirit of Capitalism 
Classical and contemporary sociology investigations bring into discussion the relationship 
between ethnic communities and a particular type of economic behavior. With the creation 
of an international economic space, capitalism can no longer be perceived as ethnic vocation 
but as a basis for a common way of thinking and behavior. According to recent research in 
fields like sociology, anthropology or social history, capitalism, whose origins were placed by 
Max Weber in the Protestant ethic, is more or less incompatible with the specific ethics of 
Romanian traditional society. Ethnographical arguments, ie representations that structure 
perceptions and values of the Romanians, partially confirmed this hypothesis. However, they 
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invalidate the conjunction that might be made between traditional mentality and communist 
ethics. 
Keywords: ethnography, Romanian ethics, representation, capitalism. 
 
 
CORINA PANTELIMON BISTRICEANU  (Spiru Haret University), 
Matriarchal Authority and the Romanian Family Culture 
In Romanian families, the structure of authority has a very complex distribution of prestige 
and responsibility. Unlike the Mediterranean and Balkan family systems in which the family 
was almost fully subjected to patriarchal authority, in Romanian family the interdependence 
of different types of patriarchal and matriarchal authority is attested since the first records of 
its specificity to the most  recent research. The research conducted by Professor Gheorghe 
Siseştean on domestic organization in rural areas contributes to elucidating the network of 
statuses, roles, and thus the distribution of authority in the family and in the village 
community. 
Keywords: family, authority, matriarchate, community 
 
MIHAI PASCARU ("1 Decembrie 1918" University, Alba Iulia) 
Divided Rural Communities. The Roşia Montană Case 
One of the consequences of the long postponed and controversial Roşia Montană Gold 
Corporation project (RMGC) is the separation of certain communities from the project’s 
impact area. Since the symbolic attitude separation from a decade ago, manifested through 
the appearance of opposing groups towards the RMGC and the institutionalization of these 
groups in the form of non-governmental organizations, an actual territorial division has 
emerged in the last years in the municipality of Alba Iulia – an exclusive residential 
neighbourhood for the resettled habitants of Roşia Montană – the semi-open district Recea. 
To what extent are the elements of the rural lifestyle from the original village rebuilt here? 
What is the specific of intra-community relationships within the new settlement, in relation 
to inter-knowledge, communication and common action? The attempt to outline an answer 
for these questions is the object of the present article. 
Keywords: divided rural communities, glocalization, relocation and resettlement, semi-open 
urban district 
 
EUGENIA MARIA PAŞCA (Associate Professor PhD. “George Enescu”, University of Arts, Iaşi, 
România) 
Music Education from an Intercultural Perspective between Reality and Necessity 
The school system must adapt to the changing demands of recognition of the multicultural 
society. At this level, the difference, must be regarded as intercultural richness as a source 
that can and should be exploited pedagogically efficient for all children, minorities and 
majorities, in a reciprocal perspectives. A new approach is required presentation of music 
Romanian and European music education books, drawing from this point of view the 
contribution of Roma way of  life and musical expression, became the inspiration for 
composers. Becomes important theoretical and methodological inclusion in initial and in-
service teacher forming of, concerning those matters ignored until now. 
Keywords:  music education, multiculturalism, roma people, interculturality 
 
RADU PĂTRAȘCU (University of Bucharest) 
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Sociology of Peripheralization 
The present work is based on the following question: How did Romania end up being one of 
the countries situated in Europe's periphery? Through this paper I aim to present Romania's 
history from the phanariot period until now, comparing it with the history of some Western 
European countries. The purpose of the study is to understand the significant events that took 
place during the modern and contemporary eras creating economic, political and social gaps 
between Romania and the developed countries in the West. The method I used is the two-
phase design, combining qualitative with quantitative analysis. I used documents, historical 
and sociological works and websites that publish renowned institutes' official research data 
on the existing economic gaps. I started my work with a short presentation of  Romania's 
history before becoming a unitary state (starting with the phanariot period) and I ended the 
study using secondary data analysis, as a proof of  what I presented in the theoretical part- 
the clear existence of gaps.  In this research paper I am trying to get an answer to the following 
questions: Why are we today situated in Europe's periphery? Is present Romania an 
underdeveloped economy? Using various sources as romanian authors concerned about this 
problem and also foreign sources I started by presenting the events taking place during the 
phanariot period and I continued getting through each important stage that affected 
Romania's evolution until now. 
Keywords:  capitalism, underground economy, underdevelopment, periphery, 
economic gaps. 
 
CARMEN BEATRICE PĂUNA (Institute of Economic Prognosis), RALUCA SFETCU (Institute of 
Economic Prognosis) 
Financing of Community Mental Health Care Services in Romania - Does It Have an Impact 
on the Quality of Services Provided? 
In the Framework of the REFINEMENT project (REsearch on FINancing systems’ Effect on the 
quality of MENT-al health care – FP7 Project, 2011-2013), Suceava County was selected as a 
study area for in depth analysis concerning the provision of mental care services in Romania. 
The main reason for doing so was the availability of a wide array of mental health services that 
have been developed or piloted across time in the area. By using the technical and 
methodological framework provided by the REFINEMENT project, we have collected and 
analysed data related to the organization of services, the financing mechanisms (with a focus 
on payment mechanisms) employed as well as the associated incentives. In this presentation 
we will provide an overall picture of the organization and performance of community mental 
health services in Suceava County and highlight the areas where the effectiveness of the 
system can be improved by inducing changes at the system level. Aspects applicable to the 
national mental health care systems will also be discussed.  
Keywords: mental health care, incentives, financing system, life quality 
 
NICOLAE PERPELEA (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
Communication Activism and the New „Moral Entrepreneurs”  
Through formats like „social media” (youtube, facebook, blog), „televison news”,  „society 
debate” or the „reality-shows”,  media is building mechanisms to integrate the moral 
emotions into the internal culture of different social groups; also the organizers of such 
formats  are using them increasingly as a tactical mean for  moral articulation. People with a 
high degree of „assessment need” interact to form what is called „moral active publics”. How 
to recognize them and which are the media strategies developed  in order to generate such 
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explicit and active receptions ? The research is based on the operationalization of  the 
concepts of „moral alert” and „risk pool”, and the communication will present a contrastive 
discourse analysis of some press campaigns in which, through overexposure, the „indignation 
game” and the „honor amending” have generated perverse effects. 
Keywords: communication activism, social media, publics, moral alert 
 
ELENA PITIU (University of Bucharest) 
Causes for Deviant Behaviours in the Romanian Space of Detention. 
Trying to study prisons represents a difficult thing that requires time and patience. The prison 
is a special world, a closed space and the ones put in the situation to interact in this world 
perceive in a different way the reality, themselves and the others. We tried, in this analysis, 
to identify the causes for deviant behaviours in the romanian prisons, a space that, according 
to the official purposes of this institution, has the role to reeducate the persons and to 
reintegrate them in the society. The study is a qualitative one and took place in a prison for 
women situated in Târgușor, Prahova county. The method we used was the semi-structured 
interview, so that, we composed an interview guide and we talked with eighteen women who 
wanted to answer our questions. The results that we obtained after the empirical research 
were interesting and, we think, useful for the persons from this field of society;  the deviant 
behaviour in prisons has multiple causes: first, we have in mind the position of a person found 
in a new situation, an unknown one, in which he feels like a stranger. Then, in this space there 
is a overcrowding of persons that handle a small place, where is not respected not even the 
intimate space; we also observed that the enviromnent prisoners came from and their level 
of education are generating conflicts in prison. We also noticed that the deviant behaviours in 
prisons are taking place in two different directions: first, we have violent behaviour between 
the incarcerated persons, human beings that are forced, by the purposes of the institution, to 
spend a determined period of time together; second, we have deviant acts in the relationship 
with the employees of this 
institution, persons found in the situation to apply the internal regulation, a situation that 
creates dissatisfaction and strong conflicts. We are aware that this study has limits, but we 
consider that it gave us some useful informations for this domain, being a starting point for 
other researches on the same subject. 
Keywords: prison, deviant behaviour, causes, closed space. 
 
SIMONA MOAGĂR POLADIAN (Institute for World Economy, Romanian Academy), EMANUELA 
DRĂGOI (Institute for World Economy, Romanian Academy) 
Sweden and Turkey: Two Models of Welfare State in Europe 
Our paper analyzes two models of economic development: Sweden and Turkey. The main 
objective of this analysis is to highlight how two countries with different development 
strategies and economic geography have managed to maintain growth before and during the 
global economic crisis. The analysis undertaken in this paper is, consequently, divided into two 
parts. The first shows the Swedish model of welfare state, that was an inspirational one in the 
’70 and ’80, and its specific strengths and vulnerabilities. The second part summarizes Turkey's 
economic development over the past decade, emphasizing comparative advantages that have 
made it the 16th largest economy of the world and its strategy in terms of managing the 
international economic crisis. The final part of our comparative approach aims to respond to 
the following question: can those two economic models be considered proper development 
lessons for the other states that are confronted with critical situations? 
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Keywords: model of economic development, comparative advantage, 
international economic crisis 
 
ADELA ELENA POPA (Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu) 
Community Participation in Health - Revising the Concept 
Current reforms in health sector pursued in many countries are consistent with the shift to a 
governance philosophy based on the neoliberal ideology. One important premise of the 
neoliberal philosophy in the health field is to increase the accountability and empowerment 
of local levels (individuals, communities) regarding health issues. Making individuals and 
communities more responsible and involved in the decision process regarding health issues is 
also one of the main goals underling the health reform in Romania. The concept used in this 
sense was ‘community participation’, formally introduced by the Alma-Ata Declaration in 
1978. The paper will briefly present the history of this concept, the critics presented by various 
authors and the alternative concepts proposed. For over twenty years, the concept of 
community participation gained prominence in the health field and was intensely used, being 
understood either as a means (the utilitarian perspective) or as an end (the empowerment 
perspective). All this time, the concept proved to be very fertile in generating theoretical 
contributions and very useful as a fundament for articulating and implementing health policies 
in local communities. Nevertheless, in the recent years, the concept was revisited and 
questions were raised regarding its clarity and applicability. The critics now refer to the 
ambiguity of the term, derived from the complexity of the community participation process 
and the variety of health initiatives that can be considered as forms of participation within 
communities. Not least, the difficulties in operationalizing and evaluating the participation in 
health were mentioned. Alternative concepts, such as ‘community mobilisation’ or 
‘empowerment’, were therefore proposed. 
Keywords: Community participation; health; community mobilisation; empowerment 
 
 
 
CĂTĂLINA - LIVIA  POPA (West University, Timişoara) 
Core Issues Regarding the Impact of National Wealth on Quality of Life in Romania in the 
Context of Europe 2020 Strategy  
Problem premises and papers aim: In the context of economic and financial crisis worldwide, 
through various strategies are trying to revive economy which makes possible a sustainable 
growth and an improvement of quality of life. European Commission has developed a ten-year 
strategy called Europe 2020, to enable sustainable growth, through better coordination 
national and European policies. Part of extensive research, the paper aims to present the 
relationship between national wealth and quality of life in the context of Europe 2020 
Strategy. Methodological aspects: In terms of methodology, research starts from the analysis 
of the relationship between national wealth and quality of life at the level of some countries 
of the European Union, continuing with the synthesis on the type of impact of Europe 2020 
objectives and targets of National Development Plan on dimensions of quality of life in 
Romania. Results: Following the analysis results, among others, highlight the impact of 
national wealth on quality of life and some trends and directions of development of economic 
policies in Romania needed to implement the Europe 2020 targets. These economic directions 
will be correlated with the relevant dimensions of quality of life. Also, the study presents some 
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analytical aspects of the impact of european and national development objectives on the 
quality of life dimensions in Romania. 
Keywords: Quality of Life, National Wealth, Europe 2020 Strategy, National Development Plan 
of Romania 
 
RALUCA POPESCU (Research Institute for Quality of Life)  
The Quality of Family Life in Romania - Low Living Standards and High Solidarity 
In contemporary society the quality of family life is an important topic for specialists but also 
for policy makers and public opinion in general. Research that explores the quality of family 
life is far from covering the wide range of problems facing it. The paper analyzes the quality 
of family life in Romania through a comparative approach on several axes: Romania compared 
to other European countries, the quality of life of today vs. that of the past, living conditions 
and evaluations of certain socio-demographic categories compared to other categories. 
Changes in nuptial and reproductive behaviour, structure and household characteristics are 
presented through a comparative analysis of European-level demographics. Objective analysis 
is supplemented by survey data analysis of satisfaction with family life and support networks, 
domestic tasks and time budget. Analysis was completed on the “Quality of Life Diagnosis” 
and "European Quality of Life Survey” databases. 
Keywords: family, life satisfaction, quality of life, living conditions 
 
RAMONA DELIA POPESCU (University of Bucharest)  
Protection of Socio-economic Rights in the Romanian Legal Order 
Romanian Constitution adopted in 1991 and revised in 2003 provides starting with article 1 
the social character of the Romanian state, which involves active engagement in making and 
taking measures to ensure the welfare of its citizens. This general principle of constitutional 
law is developed through the list of fundamental rights: some of them having inherent social 
nature, while others play a social role, they having socio-economic or socio-political nature, as 
appropriate. Moreover, fundamental rights protection regime is enhanced, as the 
fundamental law enshrined the principle of priority of application of international regulations 
with the exception of lex mitior, in matters of fundamental rights. It is also dedicated to 
European law enforcement priority over national law, including in terms of fundamental 
rights. But the Constitution provides for the possibility of restriction of fundamental rights in 
certain situations, which allowed the Constitutional Court to justify the measures affecting 
social and economic rights, taken by the government in the context of global economic crisis, 
such as for example the right to salary. In this context, although the constitutional protection 
of socio-economic rights is high, citizens felt, in fact, without this protection. 
Keywords: protection, restriction, social nature of a right, perception 
 
COSMIN ROBERT POPESCU (University of Bucharest) 
Western Spirituality. A Sociological Insight into Small Protestant Communities in The 
Netherlands 
In the article „Western Spirituality. A Sociological Insight Into Small Protestant Communities 
In The Netherlands” I tried to present the dynamics of a few Dutch Protestant communities 
from Bergen op Zoom, The Netherlands and the methods which the studied churches use to 
attract new members into the community. I have discussed aspects such as the organizational 
structure of the churches, the way in which the church is organized and how it promotes its 
services, the selection and preparation methods used for the new members and the control 
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instruments used by the community to influence and form the behaviour of its members. The 
churches under study are of different denominations and this is reflected in the external 
organizational environment as well, where there are different supra-organizational bodies 
that help the coordination of churches of the same denominations. This issue and the 
manifestations held for the purpose of strengthening the religious identity of the believers 
(music festivals with pop Christian music, public praying sessions in malls, trips in countries 
where Christians are oppressed because of their confession) are treated in the given space 
and resource limits. The article was written as the result of a sociological research that took 
place in January-September 2012, in Bergen op Zoom, The Netherlands. The first step of the 
research was the documentation process regarding the religious phenomenon through a 
sociological and a historical perspective. The historical point of view took in consideration only 
The Netherlands’ case. Other sources that were used referred to the church’s economical and 
organizational environment.  This first step helped me design my research instruments, the 
interview guide and the group discussion guide with which I acted on the second step, the 
collection of the data. The article is the third step where the data was analysed. It presents 
how the studied churches adapted to the consumerist society by applying modern marketing 
techniques and the role of these churches in the life of the community’s members.      
Keywords: marketing, Europe, spiritual, religious, consumerist 
 
LAVINIA ELISABETA POPP ("Eftimie Murgu" University, Reşiţa), FELICIA ANDRIONI (University 
of Petrosani) 
The Social-Philanthropic Dimension of the Church 
In Romania the Church, citadel of Christian love, has always taken care of social assistance, 
soothing people’s moral and physical suffering; the Church underlined that man was created 
by God to live in community, in communion with other people. The communist regime 
dissolved all the Church social care institutions, confiscated their assets and denied them the 
material foundation for their survival. The Church however has continued to carry on social-
charitable activities through parish committees, with the responsibility to aid those in need. 
In 1997, the Church’s social-charitable endeavour was structured in an organised and 
coherent frame meant to sensitise civil society about the community’s serious social issues. 
Our approach aims at analysing the elements of professional charity and social work in the 
relation between the Orthodox priests and their parishioners, in order to highlight the Church 
social-philanthropic dimension. In the wide range of social work activities “there must always 
be a close co-operation between relevant specialists and the Church, so that social therapy 
could yield the best effects, and the beneficiary be swiftly returned to society” (Henri H. Stahl). 
It is the only way to bring about a real spiritual renewal, able to contribute to the life quality 
improvement. 
Keywords: Philanthropy, social work and assistance, the Church,. spiritual renewal 
 
IULIANA PRECUPEȚU (Quality of Life Research Institute), ANA MARIA PREOTEASA, (Quality of 
Life Research Institute), IONELA VLASE (Quality of Life Research Institute)  
Theoretical, Methodological and Data Issues in Researching Precarious Prosperity in 
Romania 
“Precarious prosperity” is defined as a socio-structural category in-between poverty and 
secure material prosperity (Hubinger 1996, Budowski et al 2010). Although not deemed as 
‘poor’, this category is considered particularly exposed to experience change regarding its 
socio-economic status, and of slipping into poverty. It is defined by incomes adjacent to 
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poverty line and deprivation. Research dealing with precarious prosperity is a relatively new 
field in social science and a novelty for Romania. This paper aims at revealing the theoretical 
and methodological challenges in applying the concept to the particular context of Romania. 
It uses existent literature and research especially from the Swiss research tradition (Budowski 
2010, Amacker et al 2013) in the attempt to convey its meaning and application in researching 
Romanian circumstances. The paper defines and analyses the population stratum in 
precarious prosperity by using data from the 2011 wave of EUSILC and it portrays the main 
characteristics of the population in precarious prosperity. This type of research is important 
as groups in precarious situations are not usually the focus of social policy, although they are 
mostly exposed to risks in times of economic crisis and financial strain.  
Keywords: precarious prosperity, deprivation, incomes, quality of life 
 
IULIANA PRECUPEȚU (Quality of Life Research Institute), MARIAN VASILE (Quality of Life 
Research Institute, University of Bucharest) 
Social Exclusion in Europe: An Explanatory Model of Perceived Social Exclusion 
Social exclusion, in the sense of broken social solidarity, involves a process of detachment of 
individuals from the social, political and moral order of a society. At individual level, it takes 
the form of a reduction of social contacts and subsequent social isolation. At the level of 
society, social exclusion can affect the key elements of the national modes of integration for 
a large number of people while revealing a crisis of basic social institutions. Social exclusion, 
although experienced at individual level, has structural causes and macro contexts influence 
it to a high extent. This paper aims at designing an explanatory model of perceptions of social 
exclusion that includes both individual and contextual factors. The data used comes from the 
European Quality of Life Survey (Eurofound) the waves of 2007 and 2011. Multilevel analysis 
is carried out on 28 European Union countries. The results show a general stability of the 
model in time and highlight the role of individual factors in influencing perceptions of social 
exclusion. 
Keywords: social exclusion, perceptions, quality of life, structural factors 
 
 
AURA PREDA (Intitute of Juridical Research “Acad. Andrei Rădulescu”) 
Trafficking in Human Beings - Component of Cross-Border Crime 
Cross-border criminality, as an aspect of social reality magnified by the phenomenon of 
globalization, is prone to different interpretations/approaches, especially from the point of 
view of the multiple forms of traffic. We have in mind the traffic of weapons and munition, 
drugs, human traffic, traffic with luxury cars, works of art, etc. Of all these, the most dangerous 
is human traffic, which registered allarming numbers worldwide, as well as on the national 
level, tending to occupy the top spot in the profit obtained from criminal activities. Human 
traffic, as a cross-national criminal phenomenon, has a complexity which makes it difficult to 
control and fight by authorities, consisting of several phases (recruiting, transport, crossing 
the border, lodging, selling and exploitation of the victim), which, in turn, just like any other 
form of organized criminality, involves committing criminal offences. Fighting and preventing 
this widespread phenomenon must have as a departing point the analysis of national, 
European and international legislation, aspects suggested in this study. 
Keywords: globalisation, organised crime, transnational criminal phenomenon, european and 
international legislation 
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ANA MARIA PREOTEASA, (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
Atypical Employment in Romania. Flexibility or Precarity? 
The atypical employment includes any type of non-standard activity (but classical employment 
contract, permanent and full time).  In Europe, the non-standard employment increased after 
1980, consecutively to women labor market entry and high unemployment rate. The 
Employment Flexibility policy with non-standard employment measures were implemented 
as a solution to chronic unemployment or underemployment and also as work life conciliation 
measure. Last years’ studies demonstrated the negative consequences of employment 
flexibility: high jobs volatility, low employment rate and social security. In my paper I study 
the atypical employment in Romania and my main objective is to depict an explanatory model 
for this employment pattern.  My hypothesis is that in Romania the non-standard employment 
is an alternative strategy to unemployment, especially for vulnerable groups or population in 
risk of social exclusion.  For the empirical analysis, I use the EQLS 2011-2012.  
This work is supported by a grant of the Romanian National Authority for Scientific Research, 
CNCS – UEFISCDI, project number PN-II-RU-TE-2011-3-0104” 
Keywords: precarious employment, flexibility, poverty, vulnerable groups 
 
IRNA  PESHKEPIA (DOBI) (Pedagogue), 
The impact of Enlargement policy on the Albanian path towards Europeanization 
Today, Europe is facing both political crisis of democracy and its economy functionality. In this 
paper I will see the role of Europeanization of Albania as a process during which the states 
aspirin to be members have to achieve distinct structures of governance. I will argue the 
Europeanization concept as impact of EU on domestic politics and policies analyzing impact of 
EU values policies in different sectors like in public administration, good governance etc. The 
main aim of the paper will be the interconnection and the state-building mechanism approach 
between EU states and Albanian governance, focusing on the Europeanization effects in the 
areas of democracy, public administration, good governance, neighborhood policy, on the 
strategy and instruments as well as the impact and effectiveness of the EU policy. I will seek 
to analyze the impact of these EU policies towards the progress of Albanian governance and 
if Albania is implementing successfully the process of Europeanization?  I will argue the 
reasons of a delay process of state-building in Albanian public administration and the reasons 
of exclusion of Albania in EU enlargement for the moment. The article will conclude to be 
drawn from the theoretical and empirical literature reviewed including its impact. 
Keywords: Europeanization, Democracy, State-building, good governance. 
 
CLAUDIA PETRESCU (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
Collective Organizations in Romania 
In recent years, there has been a growing interest in developing associations and cooperatives 
in general amid flourishing policy debates on social economy and social enterprises. This paper 
will address the key challenges social enterprises are facing in rural areas of Romania through 
a comprehensive approach based on theoretical and empirical research. The paper will try to 
map social enterprises in Romania, focusing on the profile, structure and dynamics of these 
collective organizations and thus completing the insufficient information available on 
alternative organizations in Romania and in Central and Eastern Europe in general. This paper 
is based on the data collected as part of comprehensive research on social economy actors in 
Romania that we have used to compare social economy actors (cooperatives, associations, 
commons, NGOs). The purpose of this paper is to present and examine the role that social 
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economy entities play in rural development in Romania. A core role in local development 
processes in Romania is played by NGOs which create innovative programs, services and 
activities in order to resolve the social problems and respond to social needs. These innovative 
programs, services and activities change the resources, beliefs, authorities and population 
perception. The type of services provided by the social economy entities, the effects thereof 
on the community (social inclusion of vulnerable groups, the creation of new participative 
development mechanisms, the creation of social infrastructure, the increase of social, human, 
symbolic capital etc) determine the major role such entities play within the local development 
process. (Borzaga, Tortia, 2009) The main effects of the activity of the social enterprises over 
the local development are related to the increase of the social capital (the increase of the faith 
between the members and inside the institutions, the creation of more powerful relations 
among the members, the creation of networks with other communities), the stimulation of 
innovation and the introduction of these innovations in the activity of the local institutions, 
the increase of the occupancy rate, especially for the people in vulnerable groups, the 
formation of local development structures (action groups, initiative groups, community 
centres), the stimulation of the local development potential. 
Keywords: collective organizations, social economy research 
 
MAGDALENA ZEMOJTEL PIOTROWSKA (University of Gdansk), JAROSLAW PIOTROWSKI, 
(University of Social Sciences and Humanities) 
Entitlement as Cultural Adaptation to Economic and Political System: Entitlement and 
Values in 27 Countries 
Entitlement is popular subject of studies – from studies on narcissism (Emmons, 1984, Raskin, 
Terry, 1988), to research on psychological entitlement (Campbell et al., 2004, Twenge, 
Campbell, 2009) and social justice field (Feather, 1999, 2003), to the newest, more complex 
conceptions assuming multidimensional nature of this phenomenon (Lessard et al.,2011; 
Tomlinson, 2013; Piotrowski, Żemojtel-Piotrowska, 2009; Żemojtel-Piotrowska et al., in press). 
We assume that entitlement could have three aspects: active, related with promotion of self-
interest and neglecting others’ interest, passive – based on belief in obligations of 
institutions/other people toward self, and revenge – based on protecting self-interest when it 
is violated with tendency to reciprocate insults. The common elements of these forms are 
tendency for protecting self-interest (both the individual and group one) and expectations 
toward others related with satisfying own needs by them. In the presentation we discuss 
findings of our research conducted in 27 countries (N = 6194). The first aim of the study was 
verification of three-dimensional model of entitlement in different regions of the world.  
Further, the relation between entitlement and values system (Schwartz, 1992, Schwartz et al., 
2012) on individual and national level were examined in order to answer two further 
questions: the motivational meaning of three aspects of entitlement (on individual level) and 
its meaning as an adaptation to cultural, economic and political conditions (on national level). 
Findings suggest higher importance of the self-others interests dimension than conservative-
openness to changes dimension in predicting entitlement level. On national level only active 
entitlement was related with lower socio-economic development. 
Keywords: entitlement, values, cross-cultural research 
 
MAGDALENA ZEMOJTEL PIOTROWSKA (University of Gdansk), TOMASZ BARAN (Warsaw 
University) 
Entitlement, Materialism, and Well-Being: Does Materialism Lead to Entitlement? 
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Entitlement is broadly related with lower level of subjective well-being (SWB), as it is believed 
to be a result of dissatisfaction. One of the most popular thesis is that higher level of 
materialism is “responsible” for many psychological costs, including lower level of life 
satisfaction (Kasser, 2010) and related with narcissism and entitlement (Twenge, 2006, 
Twenge & Campbell, 2009). Basing on the results of Polish general sample (N = 534) we 
examined the relationship between materialism, entitlement,  and well-being to verify this 
assumption. Three entitlement attitudes (active, passive, and revenge) were examined as 
possible outcomes of materialism, as well as their relation with subjective well-being. Active 
entitlement, which is defined as a focus on self-interest and self-promotion, was positively 
correlated with materialism and SWB. Passive entitlement, or belief in the world as a net of 
obligations with a focus on group interest, was positively related with materialism only among 
individuals with a low level of SWB. Revenge entitlement, defined as difficulties in forgiving 
insults, was negatively related to SWB and positively to materialism.  
Keywords: entitlement, subjective well-being, materialism 
 
JAROSLAW PIOTROWSKI (University of Social Sciences and Humanities),  
The importance of Self-Interest in Predicting the Entitlement Level 
Entitlement, especially in social and personality psychology field, is believed to be based on 
egoistic motivation (e.g. Fiske, 2010, Twenge, 2006). However, the newest approaches in the 
field start to include distinction between exploitive and non-exploitive forms (e.g. Lessard et. 
al., 2011) of entitlement. Also in social justice field egoistic motivation underlying entitlement 
is not always assumed. The main aim of present research program was to examine relations 
between three dimensions of entitlement and self-interest: group and individual one. It was 
hypothesized, that entitlement is reaction on self-interest threat. In Study 1 (N = 120) 
participants were informed about (fake) negative changes in public transport during European 
Championship in their city. In Study 2 (N = 210) the unemployed were informed about planned 
negative changes in the rules of distribution of the benefits for them. In Study 3 (N = 40) 
teachers were informed about negative recommendation for gaining a special prize from the 
school’s director. Endangering the self-interest resulted in higher level of revenge entitlement 
in comparison with neutral condition in all studies. In Study 2, in experimental condition also 
active entitlement was increased. Interestingly, the passive entitlement occurred to be 
independent from self-interest threat. 
Keywords: entitlement, self-interest threat 
 
CRISTIAN POP (Babes-Bolyai University Cluj Napoca) 
Social Classes in Romania. A New Class Scheme 
The aim of this paper is to present a new class schema for the Romanian society based on 
occupations. The empirical data is provided by the STRATSOC 2010 research. This paper brings 
a methodological contribution to the complex and dynamic field of social stratification studies. 
For this reason, I create a new analytical tool comparable to similar international tools which 
is calibrated to capture the differences between social classes in post-socialist Romania. There 
are several reasons for using a new class schema in analyzing the contemporary Romanian 
society. Post-communist Romania faces some social changes and along with them come new 
categories of occupations. These new categories describe new realities where inequalities 
become more and more visible and are not captured by the current class schema(s). 
Moreover, it offers the possibility to explain the differences between individuals which are 
shaped by the class they inhabit. In addition, the proposed class schema is comparable with 
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other international classifications based on occupations, improving them through the 
consideration granted to the local social conditions (i.e. the EGP class schema). Even more, 
this new classification is flexible as it can be aggregated at different levels consistent with the 
research interest. 
Keywords: social classes, class schema, social stratification. 
 
ION DANIEL POPA (University of Bucharest) 
The Social Economy Entities Added Value 
The social economy actors are found between the business and non-profit organisations, as 
hybrid entities, driven by their mission and market in the same time and focused on creating 
social and economic value. By dual value creation, the social enterprises use the social and 
commercial capital, measure the social impact and the economic performance and accomplish 
financial goals to contribute to the public good. Social value relates to the social impact 
resulted from organisation’s activities while the impact refers to the benefits earned by the 
people involved. Also, social value is worth the outcomes resulted from activities some of 
which value is included in final price and some is not. The specific contribution of social 
economy organisations is to deliver social added value, which means responsibility at 
individual level, through belonging and participation, relational goods at comunity level 
through reciprocity and association and, last but not least, social capital. 
Keywords: social economy, added value, social impact 
 
RODICA POPA (House of Teaching Staff, Bihor), 
School Organization Culture 
The organizational culture represents one of the most important concepts that have recently 
emerged and that have influenced scientists’, teachers’ and managers’ way of thinking and 
acting in various organizations. Batar (1999, p.4), dealing with the issue of the cultural model 
from a sociological point of view, underlines “the role of education as school type, as level of 
instruction and subject that offers a cultural school capital”. Every individual gathers cultural 
capital ever since the first childhood years, according to social conditions and instruction 
possibilities. The school organizational culture actually represents all the rules, norms, 
traditions, myths, explicit symbols and common behaviour within the organization, which are 
passed on as models by teachers to next generations, thus influencing their performance. 
Keywords: organizational culture, cultural capital, behaviour models 
 
DUMITRU POPOVICI (Alma Mater University, Sibiu) 
Succession Theory Coexisting - a Possible Opening Towards Quality of Education 
The study proposes an interpretation - comment and use of very generous the openings 
offered, the work of Professor Tudorel Postolache. Built as an explanation of the state of crisis 
that characterizes contemporary society, the theory provides an opportunity for innovative 
interpretations of the role of education and, above all, of the school. This study examines the 
desire to build a new type of school, the Universal School. 
Keywords:  Keywords::, trigenerational individual, universal school, school mafia 
 
SÎNZIANA PREDA (West University,  Timişoara), 
Turk, Tatar or Turko-Tatar? 
This paper presents several conclusions that have emerged after a fieldstudy, within the 
project Cultural heritage and identity dynamics in the Turkish Tatar community from 
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Dobroudja. The main objective was to identify self-identification perceptions in terms of 
ethnic perspective, among some members of two ethnic groups often assimilated in a single 
entity, the Turko-Tatars. Investigating a wider frame, that of the groups cultural heritage, of 
the ways in which Tatars and Turks from Dobroudja relate to that heritage, we were interested 
in finding the forms in which our interlocutors see themselves, sometimes in comparison with 
other neighborhood ethnic communities. The expressed opinions should be 
assessed taking into account the influence exerted by a number of factors: family 
environment, entourage, education, age, concern for knowing cultural heritage of their own 
ethnic group, involvement in activities organized by ethnically representative institutions of 
the two communities. 
Keywords: patrimoniu cultural, dinamica identitatra, turc, tatar. 
 
MIHNEA PREOTESI (Quality of Life Research Institute), 
Active, Fictitious and Captive Tax Payers – between Solidarity and Social Justice 
The background of the analysis made in this article is the economic crisis whose effects had a 
strong socio economic impact also in Romania starting with the second part of June, 2009. The 
premise of this analysis is that the effects of the global crisis were superposed in Romania over 
the effects of a structural, systemic crisis manifested on one side, by chronic under-financing 
of some budgeter sectors like health and education, and on the other side, by deficits of the 
health and insurance system. These structural deficits produce specific and differenced social 
effects within a social context representing the product of the some social and political 
mechanisms presented from the perspective of a certain assumed model of social (in)justice. 
This model of social injustice is represented on one side by the different manner of 
compensation of some similar merits, materialized in very high differences among the salaries 
and pensions of some professional categories with similar training and importance and the 
employees paid very different from public funds too, but considered different, offering 
privileges for one in prejudice of others (the employees of Autonomic Institutions versus the 
state employees). Also, the obligations of certain people increase proportional with the rights 
of others and the mechanisms and factors maintaining this system will represent the object 
of the present analysis. In this endeavor the statistic data will be completed by data from 
similar research projects. 
Keywords: economic crises, public policies, social (in)justice 
 
SERGIU-LUCIAN RAIU (Babes-Bolyai University Cluj Napoca), MARIA ROTH, TEODOR PAUL 
HARAGUS, ANNA VINCZE, MIHAI IOVU, CRISTINA FALUDI, FLORINA POP, AGNES KACSO-DAVID 
Changes in Society Today and Their Impact on the Lives of Adolescents 
Today the paths to adulthood are less clear than ever before, as the informal supports that guided 
previous generations are eroded by high rates of family mobility; more single-parent families; the 
anonymity and chaos of larger schools; extensive media exposure to violence and the heavy 
use/abuse of drugs and alcohol; and neighborhood decay caused by economic decline, increasing 
crime, drugs, and poverty. Young vary in areas such as the age at which take some specific adults 
responsibilities (to marry, to become parents), the way they relate to the future (with optimism or 
concern) by their way of life (living with parents, roommates, romantic partners), the educational 
and professional concerns as well as their behavior (can engage in their age-specific risk behaviors 
such as drugs, alcohol, unprotected sex). Our sample consists of 857 first year students from various 
specializations three universities: Bucharest, Cluj and Timisoara and after applying an online 
questionnaire we wanted to identify and analyze: demographic and psychological factors related to 
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family and income, relationships with parents, friends, teachers and those social contexts 
educational that benefit the successful transition of youngsters to the stage of young adult. 7% of 
respondents want to have in the next two or three years a child, 13% want to be married, 29.2% 
want to move along with boyfriend / girlfriend, 42.4% want to move out of the house parents and 
89.4% would like to have a job. 91% believe that our society is a problem getting sober young people 
to have a job, 77% to have a proper home, 58.3% claim housing conditions, while 92.6% claim 
corruption in society. 
Keywords: emergent adult, future plans, adults responsabilities, vision of society 
 
RAZVAN RĂDULESCU (Faculty of Business Administration and Turism, Academy of Economic 
Studies Bucharest)  
Guidelines in the Adaptation of Business Models to Different Markets in the Context of Globalization 
In the dynamic environment of the 21st century the vast majority of companies, that expand 
their operations into new markets, face the challenge of adapting to the particularities of a 
different region in respect to their usage of capital, local talent, institutional culture and way 
of conducting business altogether. This clash between business culture and the cultural 
background of a foreign market  may have a huge impact on the financial success of a 
newcomer. Under this pressure the challenges of harmonizing the internal business 
philosophy to the geopolitical, economical, social and cultural realities of the market are 
raised. In this paper we propose a theoretical structure that evaluates the main areas in which 
change in approach is required and the dynamics and focal points that may trigger a 
maladjustment from the market. As it is a biunivocal relation we will analyze the economical, 
social, cultural degree of implication a company should exert in the context of the local history, 
geopolitical influences, cultural identity of the new market. As each company is a bearer of 
the values of a different country or region we will also analyze if a transfer of national identity 
or perception is required to minimize what may be viewed as a sort of economic colonizing 
force or to emphasize their own values if they are viewed as a economic civilizing force. 
Keywords: globalization, business model, adaptation of the business, social and cultural 
barriers 
 
DANIELA ROMAN (University of Oradea), LIOARA COTURBAȘ (University of Oradea) 
Irrational Beliefs, Learning Strategies and Academic Performance 
The increased dynamism of our society imposes major changes in the area of educational 
psychology, in what concerns conceptual models and investigative perspectives. These 
changes aim at reconsidering the role of student and rethinking the role of teaching and 
learning. Thus, we notice that the cognitive-constructivist and socio-cognitive perspectives 
exert a powerful impact on university education, which requires the valuation of the 
competence paradigm. In fact, the investigative objectives have been reprioritized, these are 
focused mainly on how students' cognitive particularities (knowledge, beliefs and personal 
theories on teaching and learning) influence the quality and the results of academic learning 
operationalized in terms of knowledge, skills and competences. Amid these paradigmatic 
changes, we conducted a series of empirical studies, by means of which we have proposed an 
analysis of the way in which students learn. This general objective was operationalized into 
several specific objectives. The starting point resided in the identification of the factors that 
can influence the formation of skills and competences and implicitly performance in learning: 
cognitive, meta-cognitive, motivational, emotional, related to personality etc (qualitative 
studies). In the following stage, using quantitative methodology of investigation we proposed 
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to identify the presence of irrational beliefs in learning and to assess their impact on academic 
performance. We consider that our results prove their usefulness in the context of concerns 
regarding student-centered education; at the same time, they serve both as support and guide 
to students, but also to persons interested in didactics and in the development of continuous 
formation-development programs of university didactic personnel. 
Keywords: learning strategies, irrational beliefs, self-regulation of learning, academic 
performance. 
 
ZOLTAN ROSTAS (University of Bucharest), 
The Romanian Sociology and the Awareness of the Interwar Background 
We try in this article to analyze the self-perception of the Romanian sociologists upon their 
own scientific practice. Such an approach is necessary because most of the histories written 
in that period almost exclusively examined the patterns of ideas, the ideological influences 
coming from the West. Therefore, there are neglected the reflections of the social, political 
and economical conditions upon the research and dissemination of the research’s result. Also, 
there have not been examined the sociologists’ actions through the lens of social history which 
was practiced, but a long time ago, and not for understanding sociology’s recent (interwar) 
history. 
Keywords: Romanian sociology, social background, social history. 
 
SMARANDA ROTARU (ADPSE Catalactica), IONUT PETRESCU (ECHOSOC) 
Comparative Analysis (Rural and Urban) of the Socio-Economic and Cultural 
Life of Two Communities of Roma Craftsmen in Dolj County. 
In order to achieve this analysis were selected two Roma communities from Dolj County, one 
from a rural area and the other one from a urban area, which still practice traditional crafts. 
This analysis aims to identify common perception on Roma traditional crafts, and to observe 
if continuing practicing of their crafts will contribute to the social integration of Roma 
communities and if this is a viable alternative to ensure sustainable economic revenue for 
practicing members of the Roma community. In this respect, interviews were conducted with 
blacksmiths rom in Lişteava village and with braziers from Roma community in Popoveni 
district in the city of Craiova. These two traditional Roma crafts are the most practiced in the 
two selected communities for the analysis. 
Keywords: roma population, traditional Roma craftsmen, brazier, blacksmith 
 
MARIA ROTH (Babes-Bolyai University Cluj Napoca) 
Maturity Awareness by High-School and University Students 
Maturity awareness is an important indicator of transitioning from high-school to young 
adulthood (Arnett, 2002). It can be detected along with the changes in the identity status 
(Coté, Levine, 2002), but there are few studies to look at the differences of the maturity 
indicators according to differences in social status and the demographic factors. The goal of 
our research is to catch differential aspects of identity formation in young adults to be linked 
to different social status of youth. Therefore we examine the differences in the way 
demographic factors and maturity indicators statistically interact in a sample of 860 high 
school students from Romanian cities, compared to a sample of 277 university students from 
the same cities. We used Arnett's questionnaire (Arnett, 2002), as well as scales that measure 
self esteem, optimism, future orientation, career planning, and demographic variables. The 
results showed different types of statistical interactions in the two samples and also significant 



Book of abstracts 

 

 

 

International Conference “Towards the Good Society – European Perspectives”, Bucharest 24-26 October 2013 |86 
 

changes in the main categories identified by Arnett (autonomy, independence, future 
orientation and career planning, but less for risk behavior).  As shown previously by Coté and 
Levine (2002), changes can be considered the results of the life experiences due to the new 
social status  (since age differences are less than 12 months). Keywords: maturity, 
adolescence, transition, social-status, autonomy 
 
BLERINA SADIKU (European University of Tirana) 
Political and Legislative Questions on Forced Population Transfer in the end of the Second 
World War: Albania and Chameria Issue in the Post-Communist Period 
After the end of Communism in some European countries, ethnic identity started to be on the 
focus of the respective interest groups. The Albanian National Question was raised during this 
time as well, but it is still unresolved due to several problems of the past as those ones carried 
from the Second World War when atrocities on the Albanian minorities in the neighboring 
countries, like the Chameria Issue, have not found yet a solution neither from any bilateral 
agreement nor from the international arena. The post-communist Albania created space for 
the solution of this question on the national and international background initially, but the 
concrete legislative effort was almost invisible since the country was mainly focused on 
domestic problems rather than on the ethnic issues, while similar cases in Europe like the 
Sudetenland case received more political and legislative support. Despite the fact that the 
international law is considerably concerned on human rights, the non-interference character 
of this law into the national law is still one of the main causes that prohibits these similar 
human right cases find a concrete solution. The other concern is the domino effect that the 
solution of these cases might have in the international arena, which shall bring considerable 
consequences for several countries. Therefore, the debate on forced population transfer that 
occurred during the Second World War, and not only, might continue for several decades up 
to the consolidation of European Integration of all the countries of the Continent. 
Keywords: Chameria Issue, Forced Population Transfer, World War Two, Post-Communism, 
Albania. 
 
GHEORGHE SARAU (Ministry of National Education) 
The Beginnings of Education for Roma (1990-1994) 
The achievements of Romania on Roma education are certainly undeniable, for reconstruction 
of identity through the study of the institutional system also are global primacy, and training 
measures to promote a proactive Roma intelligentsia are good outstanding, undeniable many 
formats and present human resources in education are a reality more than necessary, 
impressive tools for teaching Romani from kindergarten to university level are obvious, the 
10-13% Roma students studying in / Romany language and more than 7-11% of the general 
number of Roma students and preschool students who attend the school and education 
system assumes the identity freely Roma impresses in nicely etc etc., therefore, all these speak 
for themselves both in terms of quantity but also in quality. How it started and who were the 
first steps in education for Roma, between 1990 1994, we see in our presentation. 
Keywords: Romani Education, Romani Language. 
 
EMILIA SĂULESCU (Romanian Society for Permanent Education)  
Guidelines for Teachers Working with Students with Medium-Light Cognitive Impairment 
More than 650 million people worldwide are disabled as a result of mental, physical and 
sensory disability. This represents approximately 10% of the total population (WHO 2011). 
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Most of European countries have adapted their education provision to the UNESCO 
Declaration of Salamanca (1994) which calls on all governments to give the highest priority to 
inclusive education and signed and ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (2006) which calls on all States Parties to ensure an inclusive education system at 
all levels, but situation is still mixed. Educating students with special educational needs 
represents a burden for most of the teachers from mainstream schools as teachers need to 
adapt their educational materials to the needs of the students. The GUIDE project would 
enable staff teaching in schools to have a better understanding of the needs of students with 
medium-light cognitive impairments, by far the highest category of students with SEN, and to 
support effectively their learning. The GUIDE project is an initiative that provides teachers with 
opportunities to share expertise and experiences about inclusive education. 
Keywords: special educational needs, inclusive education, disabled children 
 
 
EMILIA SĂULESCU (Societatea Romana pentru Educatie Permanenta) 
Educational Programmes for Children Rough Sleepers  
Children rough sleepers is a major problem which is met in many European countries leading 
to street violence, sexual abuses, drug consummation and other conflicts on the streets. The 
“Children Rough Sleepers” project is developing a study report to better analyze the status of 
the children that sleep rough at the level of each partner countries and is building a network 
of professionals in order to better support the children and educational programmes will focus 
on education methods adapted for the needs of these children. Romania entered the EU in 
2007 with conditions on certain domestic improvements with focus on children’s rights and 
minorities. Changes are visible regarding the governmental agencies, departments, divisions 
that have elaborated strategies built partnerships and protocols to reduce marginalization, 
poverty or discrimination. The civil society has also developed and is playing an important role 
in supporting marginalized groups and to integrate them into society. 
Keywords: children rough sleepers, educational programme, network of professionals 
 
EMILIA SĂULESCU (Societatea Romana pentru Educatie Permanenta), 
Empowering Women to Fight Against Domestic Violence Through an Integrated Model of 
Training, Support and Couselling  
Violence against women can take different forms in the current societies. It can go from 
psychological and physical abuse within the family, to forced marriage at small ages and other 
violent practices. All these forms of violence against women are unacceptable violations of 
human rights. The WOM POWER project aims at empowering women to protect themselves 
against violence and to raise awareness on the impact of domestic violence have on the entire 
family. In Romania, women represent 83% of the cases of domestic physical violence. During 
the 3 first months of 2011 over 1400 domestic violence offences were reported and 27 women 
were killed by their husbands. In 2010 there were over 4800 reported cases of domestic 
violence. The phenomenon of domestic violence has led to the death of 99 persons during 
2010 (Statistics of the General Inspectorate of the Romanian Police). The main aim of the 
project is to empower women to protect themselves against violence by organizing training, 
information and counseling sessions for women victims or possible victims of violence with 
the aim to create a protective environment for them within the family and in the community. 
Keywords: domestic violence, empower women, counseling 
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EMILIA SĂULESCU (Romanian Society for Permanent Education)  
Knowing Your Fundamental Rights through Social Theatre Tools 
The European Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of 
persons belonging to minorities. These values are common to the Member States in a society 
in which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between 
women and men prevail. The fundamental rights upon which the EU is based upon need to be 
well known by all EU citizens. In this respect, the “Evening with Ombudsman” project is raising 
awareness on the Charter of fundamental rights and the role of the Ombudsman in each 
country, by means of participative art, through social theatre acting. The project “Evening with 
the ombudsman” will actively engage 4000 citizens of 70 towns located in remote areas and 
rural parts of five EU members in Central and Eastern Europe (Czech Republic, Poland, 
Slovenia, Romania and Estonia). This target group will actively participate in events designed 
to help them express their concerns and guide them to 
solutions. 
Keywords: european values, fundamental rights, social theatre 
 
CONSTANTIN SCHIFIRNEŢ (National School of Political and Administrative Studies), 
Identity and Europenization in the Context of Tendential Modernity 
The paper examines the relationship between national identity and European identity in the 
process of Europeanization. It assumes that joining the EU does not lead to a European identity 
unconditionally pre-formed. Each Member State added their own elements of national 
identity European identity. The compatibility between European identity and national 
identities vary from country to country in relation to the intensity of European integration in 
each state. European identity can not be created spontaneously or following an institutional 
or group wills. It is like any other identity, a process carried out in a more or less long time by 
real human and social communities. The construction of European identity does not have links 
with deep cultural values and symbols because the public discourse from 
each European country  emphasizes, insignificantly, the appartenence at European space. 
Europeanization of the Romanian society is actually a type of modernization. If this 
modernization will be made only by the strict application of Community rules, it could 
generate forms without substance, as the modernization of pre-accession period has 
generated. By accesion to the European Union, Romania has the chance to end the successive 
transitions, partial and incomplete, giving rise to tendential modernity. 
Keywords: European identity, Europeanization, European identity, European integration, 
identity, national identity, 
 
DRAGOS SDROBIS (George Bariţiu Institute of History, Romanian Academy,  Cluj Napoca)     

The Social, Legislative and Ideological Origins of the Social Service Law 

The fact that the Social Service Law was passed in 1938, when Romania ceased to be a 
democratic regime, has converted this into a measure specific for the states with a totalitarian 
regime. From here the lack of discussions regarding the causes that led to the passing of this 
law, as well as the label of `utopian` measure. In fact, this two different approaches fail to 
bring any clarifications in debating the subject. The present paper emphasizes the idea that 
the compulsory social service represented the final stage in combating the intellectual 
unemployment effects in interwar Romania. This phenomenon, which in turn was caused by 
the „overcrowding of the universities” both in Romania and Europe, was debated by Walter 
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Kotsching. In his analysis, called Unemployment in Learned Professions, Kotschnig  identified 
three types of measures capable of limiting the negative effects of the intellectual 
unemployment, being convinced that intellectual unemployment would lead to political 
radicalization. The three types were constituted by the emergency measures, restrictive and 
distributive ones. Through the emergency measures Kotschnig identified the social service, 
giving as example the Arbeit Camps from Germany and the Civilian Conservative Corpes from 
USA. In Romania, the legislative genealogy of the social service is found in Legea Muncii pentru 
interes obstesc, passed in the spring of 1937. It must 
be stated that the Social Service Law represented a mechanism of recruiting human resources 
for the Dimitrie Gusti project of ”mapping” the 15.000 Romanian villages. But it is equally true 
that this measure represented a part of the King Carol 2nd project of social control over the 
Romanian youth. It was a way of redirecting the Romanian youth out of the legionary 
movement ideology and make them adhere to the new regime of royal dictatorship. 
Keywords: Intellectual unemployment, social service, political radicalization, social control, 
Romania 
 
RALUCA SIMION (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
The role Played by International Judicial Cooperation in Transnational Organized Crime 
Globalization has brought with it an unprecedent growth of the transnational organized 
crime.I n this particular context, states cannot act as single actors in order to impose social 
control over the crimes having transnational character and international judicial cooperation 
becomes an important if not vital element in tackling organized crime. The presentation tries 
to bring into discussion various instruments related to the field of international judicial 
cooperation, such as extradition, mutual legal assistance, transfer of proceedings, special 
investigative techniques and how successful such institutions are in relation with transnational 
organized crime.  The presentation will start from legal instruments aplied regional level , 
within Council of Europe and European Union and will extend to the applicability of UNTOC at 
global level. Also criminal policies adopted by various regional and international actors in the 
field will be discussed and how can these policies influence the reality in the field and provide 
a real help to the practioners dealing on a dayly basis with a very dynamic criminality. The 
lecture will argue that  we live in an age when having into place the right laws is only the first 
step in tacking the transnational organized crime. The laws  need also to be applied and in 
order to do that, a high degree of specialization of the personnel is needed. This together with 
identifying the challenges and best practices emerging from concrete cases could be the 
starting point into creating comprehensive strategies against this troublesome phenomenon. 
Keywords: transnational organised crime, judicial cooperation, globalization 
 
ADRIAN T. SÎRBU (Cluj-Napoca Branch of Romanian Academy), SILVIU TOTELECAN (Cluj-
Napoca Branch of Romanian Academy  
The Disempowerment of Social Science Today 
The mediations between the epistemic-intellectual contents of knowledge, in particular social 
knowledge, on the one hand, and the actual social features of the scientific practices (i.e. 
„science” as a social activity/institution) on the other pass all the time through a production 
of represenations – simultaneously explicit, specialized (the scientific notions) and fuzzy (the 
so-called common knowledge, common sense ideas, etc.). To explicate in full awareness the 
representational shifts that regulate the self-understanding of both the agency of scientific 
communities and the meaning of their defining practices requires from us to serenely ponder 



Book of abstracts 

 

 

 

International Conference “Towards the Good Society – European Perspectives”, Bucharest 24-26 October 2013 |90 
 

whether the (presumed) social distinction and / or comparative symbolic and epistemic 
prestige pertaining to various scientific professions are – or are not – replaced by „something 
else”, as a result of a recentering of „intellectual life” on (professional) social networks, with 
their competing powers; whether the epistemic somehow disolves itself or not. If the 
preservation, in specific institutionalized forms, of an already constituted social power – 
emerging elsewhere than in the scientific field – comes not just to express but just as much to 
govern the production of knowledge, to a far greater extent than the pursuit of „truth”, then 
it is more and more likely that the scientific pratice redefined in such ways (as, so to say, by 
an inversion of the dictum „knowledge is power”) works for the key actors of this field also on 
behalf of the maximum benefits for them (and even in favor of their position / scale privileges). 
From this point of view, social science (i.e. the knowledge it produces) comes under the risk 
not only to become a homeostatic self-reproductive practice, but to generate its own 
Baconian „idols” as it unfolds itself as this very unfolding. It thus becomes relatively clear that 
the choice between a science informed by these „idols” or one consciously devoted to 
demystifying them is an issue that can no longer be ignored as one that would have no 
consequences for both our scientific practice as a whole and for what this practice can reveal 
about (the malfunctionalities of) the social bond. 
Keywords: disempowerment, social science, social networks, production of knowledge 
 
DIANA SKRAPARI (Kristal University,Tirana,Albania), 
What Role Will France Play in a Globalized World? 
France is one of most important countries in the world. It is a member  and co-founder of the 
EU,the fifth economic power in the world and a member of the Security Council of the United 
Nations Organization. This country is famous for its culture,but above all for the Declaration 
of  Fundamental Human Rights  written after the French Revolution in 1789. France as many 
European countries had  colonies all over the world,mostly African countries. Recently, the 
term of Neo-colonialism is used to describe the relations between France and those countries. 
Firstly,I will try to describe the political,cultural and economic influence, France has on these 
countries( the French intervention in Mali,the role played by France during the “Arab Spring” 
and the possible NATO intervention in Syria). Secondly,I want to describe the role France plays 
inside the  European Union as an important economy of Eurozone and its economic interests 
and investments in Europe. Thirdly, France enjoys a state that works, an undisputed 
international status and strengths to tackle all the challenges of the time. This country will 
play an important role in international foreign policy, be committed in human rights 
protection and be involved in the field of global regulation and climate change 
Keywords: Neo-colonialism,France,Globalized world,Eurozone, EU. 
 
ANDREA SOLYOM (Sapientia University, Miercurea-Ciuc) 
Youth Relation to Environment 
In April-May 2013 a qualitative study was conducted in Cluj, Sfantu Gheorghe and Odorheiu 
Secuiesc among IX-XIth grade high school students. The main topics of the research were 
concerned with environmental awareness, value preferences, attitudes and technical 
competences related to environment. Focus group interviews were chosen as main method 
and a questionnaire of Childrens Environmental Attitudes and Knowledge Survey was applied 
as complementary mean. Research questions refers to students’ relations (information, 
opinion, action) to local elements of their surroundings (waste, energy, consuming habit), how 
are they thinking about global environmental problems, what types of competences they have 
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about natural values of their region (protected areas, animals, plants), how do they define, 
perceive environmental awareness at theoretical and practical level. What are the role of 
institutions in socialization process related to forming the attitudes of students toward 
environment, which factors explain, motivate spreading of certain attitudes (socio-
demographical background, information sources, value preferences). What kind of analytical 
types could be sketched based on their relations to environment. Present study tries to offer 
practical information to institutions of socialization, to academic sphere and policy makers. 
Keywords: environmental awareness, value preferences, attitudes and technical 
competences related to environment 
 
MARIANA STANCIU (Quality of Life Research Institute)  
Excess of Prosperity and the Living Planet Index. What Kind of Good Society Do We Speak 
About? 
Here are some of the subtitles of the paper: 
The real potential of setting up a good society. 
The progress of modern humankind during the run for prosperity. 
The starvation of the poor people. 
Shall we see a new paradigm and new ethics in ontology? 
The descending Living Planet Index during the years 1970 – 2008. 
Keywords: awareness, ecologic footprint, ethic, Europe 
 
IULIAN  STĂNESCU (Research Institute for Quality of Life, Romanian Academy), MIHAI 
DUMITRU (Research Institute for Quality of Life, Romanian Academy) 
Social Policy: Public Opinion 
Public social expenditure is a relevant indicator for the social function of the state. In the 
rankings of EU member by share in GDP of public social expenditure, Romania is last. Social 
policies could be evaluated both by political actors or experts, but also by the public. The 
empirical data featured in this paper are from a survey made this year with a representative 
sample for the population of Romania. There is a large level of public support among the public 
for social policy – healthcare, education, pensions, social care and unemployment insurance. 
At the same time, Romanians have a critical outlook regarding the state, which “creates more 
problems than it solves”. Public opinion is mainly in favour of running the social insurance 
systems in the public sector. There is also a significant minority in favor of market-based 
solutions. The Romanian people support cutting taxes rather than increasing social spending. 
However, this option does not influence the social consensus towards a critical evaluation of 
the level of public social expenditure. Universalism influences the level of social support. 
Healthcare and child support allowance benefit from higher support than policies targeted to 
selected groups and / or based on means testing. Demographic, social, and economic variables 
have a low impact on the variance of attitudes regarding the role of the state. The attitude 
towards the state is, in fact, a social construct. For Romanians, the state is a two-faced Janus: 
looking forward, Romanians have high expectations – the state should be more active in 
society and economy; looking towards the life experience – the state looks like “the worst 
administrator”. 
Keywords: social policy, public opinion, the state 
 
SIMONA  MARIA  STĂNESCU  (Research Institute for Quality of Life, Romanian Academy), 
DANIELA TATIANA ŞOITU („Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University, Iaşi, Romania)  
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Paths for Social Economy Development in Romania 
Romanian legislative framework supports the establishment and development of various 
forms of social economy: association, foundations, mutual organizations, credit cooperatives 
and cooperatives of 1st degree (Ministry of Labour, Social Solidarity and Family 2010, Arpinte 
et al 2010, Stanescu et al 2011). These are open to all interested in working in line with social 
economy internationally recognized principles: democrat participation and control “one voice 
one vote” and reinvestment of profit for member’s benefits. Draft laws on social economy 
proposed various ways to regulate forms of social economy in Romania. First proposal of the 
Ministry of Labour (2011) was criticized by representatives of social economy mainly due to 
confusion between labour insertion of vulnerable groups and social economy as a whole. The 
2012 draft of social economy law was better received by representatives of social economy in 
Romania but further financial supporting mechanisms are to be clarified. As social enterprises 
are not currently regulated in Romania, the paper explored challenges of such legislative 
approach. Based on previous legal, institutional, financial and social analysis the paper argues 
that regulation of social enterprises in Romania will support development of social economy 
domain mainly due to targeted support and increase visibility. Special attention is to be paid 
for regulation of social insertion enterprises especially in the line of reaching 500.000 people 
out of poverty target towards Europe 2020 Strategy. 
Keywords: social economy, social enterprises, vulnerable groups, legislative framework 
 
SIMONA MARIA STĂNESCU (Research Institute for Quality of Life, Romanian Academy), 
VALENTINA VASILE (Institute of National Economy, Romanian Academy), MIHAELA TOMIŢĂ 
(West University, Timişoara, Romania), PETRE RADU (...) 
Employability of Vulnerable Groups Through Social Economy 
Labor insertion of vulnerable groups represents a constant concern of public policies 
especially within current economic context. Recent implementation of European Social Fund’s 
projects in Romania emphasized the need for a scientific approach of social economy domain 
as innovatory employment opportunities especially for vulnerable people. Assessment of 
outputs obtained so far in implementing ESF projects in Romania showed modest results. The 
paper proposes a qualitative approach of exploring employability of vulnerable groups within 
social economy. From the methodological point of view, the analysis is based on examples of 
best practices identified within previous research (Dragotoiu et al, 2011; Stanescu et al 2013). 
Employability of vulnerable groups is analyzed from two complementary perspectives: as 
ordinary employees and as entrepreneurs.  
Keywords: social economy, vulnerable groups, social entreprise 
 
MANUELA SOFIA STĂNCULESCU (Research Institute for Quality of Life)  
 A look at the 'invisible' children 
In Romania, there are nearly 3.8 million children under 18 (3.2 million aged 0-14 years, official data as 
of 1 January 2012), living in 3.2 million households. After 2009, in the context of the global economic 
crisis, Romania has seen a rise in poverty rates and vulnerability. The crisis hit rural and Roma children 
the hardest.  
The current presentation is part of a complex evaluation study of the project Helping the ‘invisible’ 
Children (HIC), financed by UNICEF, which has focused on the development of the preventive approach 
in the social protection system, particularly in rural areas. The HIC project has targeted the ‘invisible’ 
children who 'are disappearing from view within their families, communities and societies and to 
governments, donors, civil society, the media and even other children’ (UNICEF, 2006, p. 35). In 
operational terms, HIC has defined the ‘invisible’ children as the children who face one or more types 
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of vulnerabilities and has been reached by social workers through fieldwork activity. Within HIC, the 
‘invisible’ children refer also to children acknowledged as being in a vulnerable situation, but with 
‘invisible’ vulnerabilities (also identified through fieldwork activities).1 
According to this definition, the types of vulnerabilities that make children ‘invisible’ have been 
determined based on lack of fulfilment of children’s rights, including the child’s right to education, 
health and ‘the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child's physical, mental, 
spiritual, moral and social development’.2 Consequently, within HIC, the ‘invisible’ children were 
identified based on the following list of vulnerabilities: (1) Children in households with many children, 
in poverty and precarious housing conditions; (2) Children left behind by migrant parents, living in 
poverty or other difficult situations; (3) Children at risk of neglect or abuse; (4) Children with suspicion 
of severe diseases; (5) Relinquished or at risk of child relinquishment; (6) Children out-of-school and 
children at risk of school dropout; (7) Teenage mothers who left school and/or are at risk of 
relinquishing the new-born child; (8) Children without ID papers or documents; (9) Other cases of 
vulnerable children.  
The presentation will focus on the methodology developed for diagnosing of vulnerabilities of the 
'invisible' children as well as on the empirical results obtained using a random sample of 1,006 cases 
from 60 rural communities from Romania (data collected in December 2012 - January 2013). 
  

PETRU SZEDLACSEK (University of Bucharest) 
“The Szekler Flag Was Invented by Michael the Brave”: Contentions of Minority Building in 
the Szeklerland 
This spring’s political scandal, regarding the Magyar Szekler flag hoisted on administrative 
buildings in the Romanian counties – Hargita and Covasna – inhabited mainly by the Szekler 
Hungarian-speaking minority, reveals the often contentious relationship between minority 
building (Zsuzsanna Torok) mechanisms whithin a nationalizing state (Roger Brubaker) in post-
socialist East-Central Europe. By concentrating on this case study of the Szekler flag tensions 
this paper aims to explore minority identity construction, political claims for minority-rights 
(including autonomy), Hungarian kin-state policies regarding the Szeklers, media coverage on 
the conflict and majority politics with respect to Szekler minority issues. I aim to apply 
Brubaker’s approach on the Transylvanian city of Cluj in order to investigate processes of 
politicization of ethnicity as well as the extent of national indifference on local level. My 
intended study is representative for the East-Central European area where populations have 
been mixed for centuries and consequently where nationalizing places is a characteristic 
phenomenon. In short, analyzing minority building process in the Szeklerland would reveal the 
on-going battle between majority and minority representatives for monopolizing public space. 
Keywords: minority building, nationalizing state, Szeklerland, nationalizing space. 
 
LEVENTE SZÉKEDI (Christian University Partium, phD student)  
Rehabilitation Attempts of the Romanian Sociology in the Hungarian-language Publications 
of Romania in the 1950s 
The 1948 reform resulted in the installation of a Stalinist education system in Romania, 
concomitantly causing the expulsion of the ”bourgeois” science of sociology from the national 
academic and higher education landscape. Major Romanian sociologists, including former 

                                                           
1 That is children who have been already known at local level as being in a vulnerable situation, but about 
whom the field visit offered new insights (such as abuse, neglect, etc.), irrespective if his/her family have 
received some social benefits or services before the start of the project (e.g. social aid, heating allowance etc.). 
2 Article 27 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
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monographists of the Gusti School, ended up in prisons or were transferred in different sectors 
of activity. However, after Stalin's death in 1953 revival attempts of sociology could be 
identified: former social scientists disguised in statisticians, economists or other sort of 
Marxist experts launched the so-called economic monographs in some rural and industrial 
locations. These more or less masked trials for the rehabilitation of sociology were ultimately 
counterbalanced by the cruel backlash of the communist party, which resulted in the sanction 
of the heretics and the repression of the reaffirmation attempt. But state officials handled the 
”sociology problem” in a double-dealt manner: within the national border the discipline 
remained a definite outlaw but the international image of the Romanian sociology was 
cosmeticized and hence adapted to the somewhat loosened Soviet regime. The present study 
analyzes the representation of the above mentioned unfortunate rehabilitation “experiment” 
in articles published at the end of the 1950s in a key Hungarian-language periodical, the 
“Korunk” journal from Cluj-Napoca. In his first postwar issue in 1957, in the context of an 
“intellectual euphoria” following the fall of Stalinism, the journal's editor-in-chief even dared 
to discuss how important the renewal of Marxist sociology would be. 
Keywords: history of Romanian sociology, Gusti School, communism, Hungarian sociology 
from Romania 
 
GEORGIANA ILEANA SZILAGYI  (Partium Christian University) 
The Religion and Church-Related Instititutions as Community-Organizing Forces in 
Transylvania”s Hungarian Communities 
In Transylvania we can observe lots of initiatives which are church-related, that provide 
various services and  play community-organizing role. These gain space partly due to the lack 
of powerful civic sphere but also due to the relatively good infrastructure, financial 
background and general social support. Of course,  we can not talk about equal  activity among 
the various churches. Sometimes the initiatives target specific ethnic groups or are supported 
overwhelmingly by members of certain ethnic communities. In my paper I will  present some 
major trend and typical forms of such phenomena. I will show the social background of these 
cases and I will also try to find explanations to the various activity among the various religious 
communities. I will point out, which services are the most characteristic and how can these 
community-organizing initiatives influence the locals` life quality and attitudes towards 
migration, family planning and other key fields of the personal  and community lives. 
Keywords: church, religious communities, social servicies 
 
CODRINA ȘANDRU (Transilvania University, Brașov), ARABELA BRICIU(Transilvania University, 
Brașov) 
Ethnic Associationism and Economic Local Development. Case Study in Brasov City 
The paper approaches the phenomenon of ethnic economy from an associative perspective, 
based on the concepts of social capital and ethnic entrepreneurship. The novelty of the 
sociological research presented here consists of identifying ethnic-based business associations 
in Brasov and exploring the motivations of association, the socio-economic mission, the 
organizing mechanisms, the dynamics of these social structures and relations with the local 
economy. The research problem was: is ethnic identity a resource for development? If so, 
how? The paper presents two business associations which are based on the ethnic German 
and Hungarian minorities in Brasov area. The research was qualitative and consisted of 
interviews with leaders of ethnic-based business associations in Brasov. 
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Keywords: ethnic economy, business association, social capital, ethnic entrepreneurship, local 
development. 
 
ADELA ȘERBAN (Sociology Institute, Romanian Academy) 
The Importance of the Ritual Function for the Security Condition of Communities. Short 
insight into today’s Europe 
In his book ""The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure"", Victor Turner highlighted the 
importance of studying rituals for understanding the constitution of human societies. Rituals 
and folk customs, he said, „are something more than grotesque reflections or expressions of 
economic, political, and social relationships; rather are they coming to be seen as decisive keys 
the understanding of how people think about those relationships, and about the natural and 
social environment in which they operate.” (p. 6) Following this approach, the paper prepared 
for this section focus on how the security feeling is configured and how the memory of the 
collective experiences is expanded through rituals. The paper is exploring the relation 
between the ritual forms and expressions and the way human communities internalise their 
sense of security, together with the role played by ritual functions for reinforcing societal 
security. Our main focus is both on understanding the theoretical implications and on the 
evaluation of the present condition in Romania and Europe under this aspect. 
Keywords: Community, ritual, societal security 
 
IONUȚ VIRGIL ȘERBAN (University of Craiova) 
The Islamic World and Its Place in World Politics 
The terrorist attacks in the United States of America (September 11, 2001) shook the whole 
world, requiring the redefinition of traditional concepts of security, terrorism or extremist 
religious movements. The tragic events have attracted the attention of the entire planet over 
the Muslim world, the Muslim presence being easily found in a brief review of major 
international conflicts of the last decade of the twentieth century. The 9/11 events were 
preceded by several conflicts in the Muslim world such as the 1990-1991/1998-1999 wars in 
Iraq, the Kosovo conflict in 1999, then the Afghanistan civil war in witch the USA intervened. 
In these geopolitical and global conflicts we shouldn’t overlook even the World Trade Center 
terrorist attacks from 1993 or the destructions of US Embassies in Tanzania and Ethiopia. 
There are different views, different judgments are issued on the Muslim world, this space is 
perceived, rather ambiguous and negative, as ""another world"", different from the 
democratic, civilized extermination conservative, having its own value scale, too little 
permeable to change the contemporary world, influenced by fundamentalist religious 
movements, the violent actions. The Muslim world is important because of three major 
geopolitical factors: geo-strategic position (countries like Egypt, Algeria, Turkey, Indonesia, 
Pakistan with a geographical location strategically important – economic and military); oil 
resources and demographic potential. 
Keywords: Islamic world, World politics, Geopolitics 
 
IULIA MONICA OEHLER-ȘINCAI (Institute for World Economy of the Romanian Academy), 
In Search of a Genuine Welfare Index: BRICs Illustration 
This paper focuses on the worldwide increasing efforts to gauge the genuine welfare, “beyond 
GDP”, at national, regional and global levels. Starting from the ‘70s and up to the present day, 
there were many attempts in this direction, mirrored by indexes such as: Measure of Economic 
Welfare (MEW), UNDP Human Development Index (HDI), Index of Sustainable Economic 
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Welfare (ISEW), Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI), Sustainable Net Benefit Index (SNBI) and, 
more recently, the OECD Better Life Index. At the same time, this topic is moving up the 
political agenda (Pulselli et al., 2005, Posner, Costanza, 2011).  
The purpose of our investigation is three-fold. In the first section, we aim to present the 
evolution of the approach to welfare economics in the literature. In the second section, we 
underscore that, in spite of many caveats associated with the welfare indexes, many of them 
are more relevant than a unilateral metric, as they incorporate besides economy dimensions 
such as education, environment, quality of government and even subjective ones, like 
happiness (Veenhoven, 2004, 2011, 2012, 2013). The third section deals with different data 
bases and surveys, trying to shed light on the most notable progresses recorded at global level. 
Even though the BRICs are among the most powerful countries in the world in terms of GDP, 
they lag behind others if we take into consideration the aggregate well-being, stressing once 
more the need for a genuine worldwide welfare index. 
Keywords: GDP, genuine welfare index, welfare dimensions, BRICs 
 
BOBOC ȘTEFAN (Academy of Economic Studies), ALIN STANCU (Academy of Economic 
Studies), VALERICĂ OLTEANU (Academy of Economic Studies)) 
A comparative analysis betwen Romania and UK regarding social responsability on the 
electricity market 
The evolution of the marketing  science points out the important role of the consumer for a  
company. Social responsibility comes as an added value of  the company that creates and 
consolidate the company’s reputation and social value.  The article presents a study regarding 
social responsibility on electricity market from  both Romania and UK. Web sites and annual 
reports were  analyzed in order to determine the role of consumers in the stakeholder maze 
of the company. 
Keywords: social responsability, electricity markets,  marketing 
 
ȘTEFAN ȘTEFĂNESCU (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
Choosing an Appropriate Indicator to Measure the Inequality and Poverty 
In the literature are known more “pro-poor” indicators as : headcount ratio, Ravallion poverty 
gap, Foster-Greer-Thorbecke measure, Sen and Shorrocks poverty indices or Watts poverty 
coefficient. Regarding the inequality phenomenon we frequently use S-Gini and E-Gini families 
of coefficients which depend on an aversion parameter to inequality, mean logarithmic 
divergence, Atkinson index, Theil’s entropy measure of inequality, variance of logarithms or 
different normative inequality indicators. In this context the problem arising regularly in socio-
economic research is to choose the most suitable index to measure the inequality and the 
poverty phenomenon. The selection of an indicator is habitually based on a coherent system 
of axioms. The different inequality aspects between the individuals often generate poverty. 
For this reason we use frequently in practice the Gini coefficient to measure the inequality. 
We proved that Gini index is not always appropriate to estimate the poverty level from an 
arbitrary population. A similar debate concerns the Gini family measures and the Theil 
inequality index. A practical example was given too. We used Monte Carlo stochastic 
simulations to estimate the standard errors and also the confidence intervals for Gini 
coefficient and Theil’s entropy index of inequality. The bootstrap procedure was applied to 
establish the statistical significance of changes in the inequality measures. 
Keywords: inequality measures, poverty index, axioms, confidence interval, bootstrap 
simulation 
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ŞTEFAN ŞTEFĂNESCU (Research Institute for Quality of Life, Romanian Academy) 
Romanians’ Subjective Evaluation of the Education, Health and Retirement Public Systems 
We analyze the individual opinions of the Romanians about their education, health and 
retirement national systems. The study takes into consideration two representative national 
samples designed in 2006 and 2010. The statistical analysis reveals a relative good 
appreciation of the people about the educational actions. Contrasting, the worst regarded by 
the Romanian people is the retirement public system. The health system has great problems 
too. Different target subgroups selected upon gender, residence or age are also considered. 
The graphic models and the statistical tests are based only on the mean and the standard 
deviation parameters of the empirical distributions. 
Keywords: education, health, retirement system, statistical tests, graphical model 
 
MARIUS VASILUȚĂ ŞTEFĂNESCU (West University, Timişoara), LAURENŢIU TÂRU (West 
University, Timişoara), CRISTINA PAULEVICI (West University, Timişoara) 
A Sociological Diagnosis on the Social Economy Organizations in Timisoara and their Identity 
Profile 
The Quantitative research, based on a questionnaire, using a quota sample unrepresentative 
of 120 organizations from conceptual dimensions of social enterprises, as defined and 
outlined in the draft of the social economy in 2012 and was carried out in 2013 (April -May) in 
Timisoara. The main questions designed to obtain data aims to identify the identity profile of 
the social economy organizations in Timisoara, the size field, target groups benefiting from 
services, organizational structure and processes, indicators of economic performance 
(economic goal), social performance indicators (social purpose), partnerships with business, 
government, community and learning environment (especially universities). At preliminary 
conclusions following primary processing and analysis of data, we notice a superficial 
knowledge and low self-identification with the social economy actors are given the main 
organizations in the field of of the social economy draft law in 2012, the special CAR 
organizations that tend to maximize the economic and financial dimension of their work to 
the disadvantage of the social one. 
Keywords: Social Economy Organizations Communities, Learning environment 
 
ANABELLA TÂRNOVAN  ("Lucian Blaga" University, Sibiu) 
The Implications of Social Networking Sites Use For Social Capital and Civic Engagement in 
Romania 
The rapid development of information and communication technology has generated several 
debates with regard to the consequences of internet and computer mediated communication 
use for social capital. Three major visions can be distinguished in this respect (1) the utopians 
or the optimists and (2) the dystopian or the pessimists and (3) the syntopians or the 
moderates. The purpose of this study is to contribute to the clarification of the social capital 
development dilemma in the online era, by exploring the implications of social networking 
sites use for one central social capital dimension - civic engagement. To address gaps in the 
existing literature and to provide a more nuanced understanding of the social capital 
reconfiguration, the analysis was performed for the manifestation of civic engagement in both 
online and offline environments. 
Keywords: Social Networking Sites (SNS), Social Capital, Civic Engagement, Computer 
Mediated Communication 
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FLORENȚA TOADER (National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, 
Bucharest), CĂTĂLINA GRIGORAȘI (National University of Political Studies and Public 
Administration, Bucharest) 
Normalization of Romanian Political Discourse on Facebook. The Case of the 2012 
Parliamentary Elections 
This paper examines the discursive dimension of the normalization thesis (Schweitzer, 2008, 
2011) regarding online political communication in Romania. The normalization paradigm 
challenges the assumption that online political discourse is less negative and personalized, as 
opposed to the political discourse used on traditional media. Using the dispositif analysis 
(Beciu, 2011), a qualitative method employed to analyze radio and TV programs, we examine 
the discourse of four Romanian mainstream politicians during November 9th – December 8th 
2012 on both Facebook and televised talk shows. The objective is to identify similarities and 
differences between the discursive practices used by politicians online and on talk shows. 
Previous research on normalization have found that online political discourse follows the 
same trends of personalization and negativity as on talk shows. However, the specific 
characteristics of each communication medium require the employment of different 
strategies of personalization and negativity. Our goal is to identify this kind of strategies and 
their effect on building legitimacy and positive image capital. 
Keywords: Romania, Facebook, politics, normalization, dispositive 
 
GYÖNGYVÉR TÕKÉS (Sapientia University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Digital Skills of the Romanian Young People 
It is currently being said more and more often that the younger generation, who has been 
educated in the informational society, can instinctively manipulate the new technology  of 
communication and information, process information rapidly, are capable of handling 
different activities online simultaneously, the virtual environment being their usual 
framework (Prensky, 2001). This generation is named the internet generation (Tapscott, 
1999), the digital natives (Prensky, 2001) or the digital generation (Buckingham, 2006). There 
is a series of terms used to name them, all of them suggesting that the adaptation of children 
and young people to the new ICT is more efficient than that of adults. In reality, the situation 
is not that simple. We cannot deny the fact that today’s young generation is different from 
past ones, as their socialization process is taking place in completely different technological 
and socio-cultural conditions. Youngsters develop different lifestyles compared to parents, 
with specific habits regarding the use of the media and the new ICT. Children and youngsters 
grow in an environment dominated by the media, the presence of computers, internet and 
ICT in homes is an usual matter, and numerous forms of media communication become part 
of everyday habits (Livingstone, 2002). Analyzing empirical data of the project EU Kids Online 
II, we find the verified hypothesis of the pessimistic, who draw the attention towards digital 
inequalities among teenagers, both Romanian and from other European countries. In the 
international project EU Kids Online II (2010), digital competencies were measured in three 
ways. They followed: the specific competencies that help young people act efficiently on the 
internet in case of risk; online activities carried out by young people, showing their knowledge 
of the online space; and finally, their beliefs about online competencies. In this presentation, 
we will follow the level of general online competencies and those specific to Romanian 
teenagers, looking for associations between specific online competecies, online activities 
carried out and the beliefs of Romanian youngsters regarding their own online competencies, 
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based on the analysis of the data obtained from the Romanian sample of the EU Kids Online II 
project.  
Keywords: teenagers, online competencies, online activities, beliefs about online 
competencies.  
 
MIHAELA TOMITA (West University of Timisoara) 
Societal Resilience and Social Reintegration of Juvenile Offenders 
Community or societal resilience has emerged as a natural consequence of the need to 
reinforce the social support of various vulnerable groups, one of the most sensitive being that 
of juvenile offenders. This new development gives expression to a system already in full 
maturity in Romania, that of social work for justice, which finds its premises in the probation 
institution. The social support necessary for the social reintegration of juvenile offenders is 
found starting from the family, school, church, neighbors and friends and lately created a new 
concept, that of societal resilience. It is seen from the perspective of risk and protective factors 
that ensure the success of recuperative intervention, by their balance. The high level of risk 
factors that determine delinquent behavior of children, requires specific interventions that 
lead to their decrease and strengthens the protection ones. This paper is an analysis of risk 
and protective factors from the perspective of community resources, social support that the 
delinquent child has for his reintegration into the community, and his ability to adapt and 
change the antisocial behavior into a desirable behavior. 
Keywords: delinquency, societal resilience, social reintegration, risk and protective factors 

 
SILVIU TOTELECAN (Cluj-Napoca Branch of Romanian Academy, ADRIAN T. SÎRBU (Cluj-Napoca 
Branch of Romanian Academy) 
Solitary in Legality versus Illicit(s) in Solidarity 
In the history of human societies, from the ancient polis until those of today, several dilemmas 
were/are raised by means of representation, both experienced and conceptualized, of social 
bond as a mediator between the centrifugal actions of groups/individuals versus centripetal 
achievements of being-together. Forms and/or formalizations has emerged from the social 
and political philosophy (e.g., from Aristotle's zoon politikon to various versions of the “social 
contract” and the socio-political classic-modern thinking concerning the “rule of law”) while, 
on the other hand, social practices highlighted by the social sciences today (or made obvious 
even by direct experience), seem to seriously challenge the “durability” of the above 
mentioned social bond (e.g., social atomization, institutional dismantling, identity dissolution, 
etc.). After the real-existing socialisms’ failed attempt to reshape the social bond in their own 
terms, and the failure as well of the binomial model incarnated by the “deregulated market - 
minimal state” framework (which seemed to enjoy an undeniable triumph until the current 
financial and sovereign debts crises), for many of our contemporaries these dilemmas are 
often translated as sheer antinomies; for instance, a distinct one would be an opposition 
between a “Big Brother” instance (whether embodied in a “big government”, or in the new 
features of social rationalization and monitoring via communication technologies) versus 
anomie and the privatization of general interests. This sharp polarization obstructs by itself, 
we argue, an adequate perception of the true (social) nature of secluded experiences of 
individuals (i.e., the existence of an enduring social background involved) and, at the 
theoretical level, seriously inhibit the production of a (re)conceptualization of the social bond 
accordingly to our times. 
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Keywords: social bond, anomie, reconceptualization, privatization of the general interest 
 
GABRIELA ŢIGU (Bucharest University of Economic Studies), CĂTĂLINA BRÎNDUŞOIU, OLIMPIA 
STATE, CLAUDIA ŢUCLEA (Bucharest University of Economic Studies) 
Students' Readiness for a Career in Tourism – SOS Model of Awareness: Self-Awareness, 
Opportunity and Strategy 
The individual career, defined by all the positions, strategies, and changes, taken by him/her 
in his/her lifetime, depends very much on educational and social experiences that are 
preceding or accompanying it. Career planning is particularly important for both the individual 
and the organization. A realistic career plan makes the individual to see the opportunities in 
relation to his/her own possibilities; he/she will be more motivated and the probability of 
being satisfied will be much higher. In this context, the present paper presents the results of 
a research carried out on successive series of students enrolled in their last year of study of 
the Master in Tourism program at the Faculty of Commerce, The Bucharest University of 
Economic Studies. In the course of 2 academic years (2011-2013), the research aimed at 
identifying the extent to which the students are aware of themselves in terms of a career in 
tourism. Three dimensions of awareness were followed: the self, the opportunity to develop 
a career in tourism, and the strategy required to manage a successful career. The results are 
of interest not only to students, or universities offering such programs, but also to employers. 
One important conclusion is that professional counseling centers should receive more 
attention. It could be a joint project of universities and business environment. 
Keywords: Career planning, Tourism, Self-Awareness 
 
BALAZS TELEGDY (Sapentia University, University of Bucharest), 
József Venczel and the Sociological School of Bucharest - a fortunate meeting 
În Transilvania anilor 1930 se forma o generație nouă de intelectuali aparținând minorității 
maghiare, care se confrunta pe mai multe planuri cu situații de criză. În primul rând, după 
schimbările survenite ca urmare a primului război mondial, generația acestora a fost prima, 
dintr-un lung interval de timp, nevoită să-și creeze un set propriu de valori, diferit de cel 
moștenit, care nu mai era adecvat realității. În al doilea rând, această criză valorică a fost 
intensificată de problemele economice, ca urmare a crizei mondiale începute în 1929, în care 
se putea observa o decădere generală care a afectat cel mai mult clasa de mijloc, precum și 
țărănimea. În această situație deloc favorabilă, tinerii intelectuali din Transilvania, a căror 
provocare era să își inventeze propria lor misiune profesională, politică și etică, au încercat să 
identifice sau să elaboreze modele noi de principii și valori care puteau fi aplicate în cercetarea 
și reprezentarea realității sociale.  
În această căutare, tineri ardeleni de etnie maghiară, familiarizați cu viața științifică din 
România, au făcut cunoștință cu metodele de cercetare elaborate și folosite de profesorul 
Dimitrie Gusti și colaboratorii săi din cadrul Școlii Sociologice din București. Ca urmare a 
recunoașteri valorii științifice ale acestei paradigme, unii dintre tinerii intelectuali maghiari au 
devenit adepții metodei monografice, astfel formându-se o legătură strânsă între profesorul 
Gusti și următorii lui din Transilvania. În lucrarea mea încerc să identific acel moment în care 
József Venczel, cel mai elocvent reprezentant al acestui curent, a făcut cunoștință cu metodele 
monografiei elaborate de reprezentanții Școlii Sociologice din București, respectiv momentul 
în care a devenit adeptul metodei respective. 
Keywords: Dimitrie Gusti, József Venczel, Sociological School in Bucharest, monography 
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NICOLAE TIBRIGAN (“Marea Neagră” University Foundation) 
Russia's New Geopolitical Project in Asia-Pacific 
For Asia-Pacific the XXI century brings a new reconfiguration in this area. Putin's Russia has 
made new re-evaluation of his own capabilities and vulnerabilities. Thus, due to the economic 
cooperation projects with China, Japan, North Korea and South Korea, the Kremlin seeks to 
modernize and to integrate Siberia and Far East in the economic cycle of Asia-Pacific. Russia's 
new strategy in Asia will not affect the economic and political relations with the West. Russia 
wants to play the role of ""hub"" between East and West, but, in the same time, Moscow 
doesn’t forget to assert his presence in the CIS space. 
Keywords: Russia, energy resources, geopolitics, Asia-Pacific region, Vladivostok 
 
LAURA TUFĂ (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
“Sixteen Interviews Are Better Than Eight”. The Production of Legitimacy Through Choices 
of Qualitative Interviewing Strategies in Social Research 
Research practices impose different standards for assuring that data collection in qualitative 
strategies is quantifiable when considering  time resources needed for the process, and that 
there are easy-to-measure results (especially when a financing body plays the role of an 
external beneficiary to whom results must be reported). Therefore, the question of what is 
the appropriate number of interviews to be done in a research project possesses a series of 
conceptualizations about social reality which combines the saturation theory with  arguments  
pointing to efficiency. While researching sociologists about their research practices (during  
thirteen  in-dept-interviews and  field observation), they discursively present choosing the 
number of interviews as a  strategy for ensuring legitimacy  of a research design in a way 
identified in scientific literature as “quantification of sociology” (Gephart, 1986; Porter, 1992; 
Espeland & Stevens, 2008). Traditionally, quantitative research is considered more reliable 
because of its precision and of its capacity for further generalization.  From an ethical point of 
view, the practice of establishing the adequate number of interviews underlies categorizations 
as “bad” and “good”, “useful” and “futile” research. In this case,  the practice is also related 
with the appropriateness of the workload researchers should have in a period of time, as to 
be appreciated by external actors (others researchers, peers funding institutions).  These 
research results  have implications for the study of  normalization of interviewing and, more 
extensively, of what is considered relevant professional and scientific knowledge. 
Keywords: qualitative research, interviews,  quantification, knowledge production. 
 
SEBASTIAN ŢOC (National School of Political and Administrative Sciences) 
Social Differences in the Academic Performance among Romanian High-School Students 
This paper seeks to analyze the social background differences of Romanian high school 
students and its role in acquiring academic achievement. The studies interested in academic 
success have examined issues such as total years of schooling, performances obtained in 
different tests, participations and awards in competitions, and most often the results achieved 
in school. Differences in academic achievement is an indicator for the existence of educational 
inequalities, that in most of the cases, at least in Western Europe and US, is proportional with 
the continuation of studies, with the university prestige they follow and even with the 
students’ economic success after they become adults. Concerning the empirical analysis, I use 
complementary data from independent representative samples at national level, collected in 
2009 and 2011, using log-linear analysis. The research question is: What roles do the social, 
economic, cultural and educational factors play in achieving top academic results? That is to 
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say, I analyze the social interactions between teachers, students and parents, the role of the 
parents` educational status, the perceptions of students towards the education system and 
their values about different educational aspects. I consider that academic results are related 
to the life chances of the individuals and it is important to identify the important factors in 
order to achieve academic success. Implicitly, this paper has a normative dimension: the 
participation in higher education of the masses is considered crucial at post-industrialized 
societies which promote international competitivity, but in the same time wants to increase 
social justice and upward social mobility. 
Keywords: educational inequalities, relationship of social background to academic 
achievement, social justice, Romanian high-school students 
 
EUGENIA UDANGIU (University of Craiova) 
Can  the Third Way be the Winning Narrative? 
A narrative is a model of intelligibility of high generality that human reason imposes to the 
real in order to give it form and meaning. Otherwise, in our minds would be just a chaos of 
existential observations that can neither increase the knowledge, nor guide the action. Like 
any other "derivation" (ideology, theory, justifying discourse etc.), in order to survive, a 
narrative will have to pass the test of social utility. In other words it has to cope with a 
pragmatic criterion. This article will sociologically examine the vision of the third way toward 
a Good Society. Is this way an ideological synthesis that obviates Right’ and Left’ weaknesses? 
Is it rather an ideal, an ethical position? What  brings it new and "better" in terms of social 
utility? 
Keywords: narrative, ideology, third way, social utility, soft power 
 
ANDREEA UDREA (Royal Holloway, University of London) 
A Kin-State’s Obligations and the Limits of Partiality: An Analysis of Romania’s Kin-State 
Policies After 2007 
Similar to the case of many states in Europe, the arbitrary drawing of borders after the Second 
World War led to the presence of Romanian minority groups in Serbia, Ukraine, the Republic 
of Moldova and Bulgaria. In recent decades, many European states adopted legislation aiming 
to improve the living conditions of their kin-minorities through direct intervention. The 
primary goal of these policies is to protect kin-minority groups against assimilation and to 
promote their cultural flourishing in their home-states. Examples include Hungary, Slovenia, 
Russia, Poland, Italy, and Austria. In the past, a few states also transferred resources aiming 
to improve the economic welfare of their kin-minorities in their home-states, such as Greece 
and Hungary. However, there are a few states, such as Romania, and most recently Hungary, 
which facilitate the access to their respective citizenship of the members of such groups who 
are not only citizens, but also residents of neighbouring states. This legislation on kin-
minorities remains controversial in that the cultural and/or historical ties between a state and 
a category of foreigners are a source of special obligations beyond a state’s borders. After 
becoming an EU member-state in 2007, Romania expanded its kin-state obligations and 
strengthened its kin-state role. This study examines the current understanding of Romania’s 
kin-state responsibility questioning whether or not its partiality is legitimate. It particularly 
focuses on the grounds and extent of Romania’s kin-state intervention, and addresses its limits 
within liberalism. I argue that despite the recent changes in Romania’s legislation on kin-
minorities, its partiality in the treatment of the members of its kin-minorities remains weakly 
defensible under a liberal conception of justice. 
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Keywords: Romania, kin-state obligations, partiality 
 
SERBAN VAETISI (Babes-Bolyai University), 
Urban topics addressed by the Gusti School sociologists. A social-historical contextualization 
The sociology of Gusti School was largely depicted as rural sociology, approaching topics 
related to social and cultural phenomena in villages. This characterization is, surely, derived 
from the “monographic survey of the Romanian villages” project and from the monographic 
method in itself, designed to be applied in rural areas. In this paper I attempt to highlight some 
topics that targeted different areas of research, particularly, researches that sought to 
examine specific urban aspects (such as urban services, urban migration, the urbanization 
processes etc.), that focused their investigation in cities, mainly Bucharest. The thesis of my 
paper is not to “prove” that Gusti School also approached “urban themes” (for that matter, 
an aspect largely known to those familiar with the history of the School), but to relate these 
research topics to some social characteristics of cities in interwar Romania. I refer to a series 
of articles published in Sociologie Românească between 1937 and 1939, and I attempt to 
analyze how different Gustian sociologists (Ștefan Popescu, Mircea Tiriung, Veturia Manuilă) 
addressed such topics as urban migration, urban workers and services, urban social mobility, 
urban neighborhoods. The paper intends to find out: (a) what did these themes (and these 
notions) mean for these authors, for the Gusti School project and, generally, for the social-
political discourses of modernization in that period, and, subsequently, (b) to what kind of 
socio-cultural realities and political-economic concerns these topics referred to, and how were 
they presented in other descriptions of that time (periodicals, other social studies). 
Keywords: Gusti School, urban topics, social history 
 
MARIAN VASILE (Quality of Life Research Institute),  
Self-rated Health, Quality of Public Health Services and Life Satisfaction in Europe 
In this paper I wish to test the moderating effect of quality of public health services for self-
rated health onto life satisfaction. I assume that self-rated health is influenced also by social 
comparison and representations about the system used when having a health problem or just 
for preventive motives. The statistical analysis offer proof for this hypothesis showing, in the 
same time, positive effects of self-rated health and quality of public health services. The result 
is important because it shows how life satisfaction is modeled directly by the quality of public 
health services but also thru self-rated health. Even though in the last years many studies from 
subjective well-being field suggest that life satisfaction is the result of individual will and action 
it seems that these results are at most partial ignoring the importance of the utilitarian 
context. I use quantitative data from the last wave of the comparative research European 
Quality of Life Survey 2011-2012. I run a multilevel model for urban and rural population. 
Keywords: self-rated health, quality of public health services, life satisfaction, European 
Quality of Life Survey 2011-2012, multilevel regression 
 
DIEGO OSWALDO CAMACHO VEGA (Universidad Autónoma de Baja California. MX)  
Psychosocial Impact of Internet in Third Childhood 
Approximately, about seven or eight years old, children reach what is called the third 
childhood (Papalia, Olds & Feldman, 2009). At this stage children acquire more complex 
concepts that impact their psycho-social development. Within this psycho-social development 
is the ability to establish emotional relationships with other people and depends how children 
through this stage, and of course, also considering the result of previous stages, how they can 
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achieve solid emotional relationships and functional relationships. This paper presents the 
basis to develop a way to study and understand how Internet impacts children in the third 
childhood in their psycho-social development, focusing in emotional development. Thus 
because the Internet allows children incorporate concepts that could shorten the time that 
children use to develop their third childhood and the risk to live in a stage for which they 
aren´t, maybe, ready. Furthermore is necessary create instruments to detect that risks and 
create work that permits counteract it and help parents surveillance this development´s stage. 
Keywords: Internet, Childhood, Psycho-social, Emotional, Relationships.  
 
 
 
 
ANCA VELICU (Romanian Institute of Sociology),  
Are they Mobile? Access and Uses of Mobile Internet by Romanian Kids 
One of the latter players in the media environment nowadays is the mobile internet. Be it WiFi 
or 3 / 4G, from a tablet, a smartphone or other handheld device, this kind of Internet access 
could represent an issue in the debates about the internet risks, but also in those about 
internet opportunities for children. But, how wide spread is the mobile net among Romanian 
children? A 2010 European research showed they are at the bottom of list with regard to 
mobile devices from which they access the internet (Livingstone et al., 2011). But what is the 
current situation, given that the costs of mobile internet connection are decreasing all over 
the world, and also the costs of the devices used for such a connection? Furthermore, beyond 
the difference between Romania and other European countries, there are also differences, in 
terms of age, gender, rural vs. urban, even between Romanian children who have and who 
have not access at this technology. So, who are the children going online via mobile devices? 
How much do they use the internet? And what kind of activities do they do there? In order to 
answer to these questions and to address a more general question about the nature of this 
technology (does it impose a new divide?), we will use the data from Net Children Go Mobile, 
a very recent international research (Italy, Denmark, UK and Romania) done in 2013, which 
proposes enhancing knowledge regarding European children's mobile internet and 
convergent mobile media use, risks and online safety. 
Keywords: mobile internet, access, use, childen 
 
CRISTIAN VEREȘ (University of Bucharest),  
The Beginnings of a Monographist - Traian Herseni 
The monographic research from 1925, to Goicea Mare (Dolj county) marks the beginning of 
the field research Sociological School of Bucharest. 
In this paper I will follow on the one hand monographic research context, and on the other, 
motivation of student participation in the Dimitrie Gusti project and relationships established 
between them, focusing particularly on young Traian Herseni. 
Traian Herseni joined to Dimitrie Gusti team in 1927, during researches at Nerej-Vrancea, in 
time he became one of the most esteemed collaborators of Professor Dimitrie Gusti. 
Keywords: Sociological School of Bucharest; monographic research; Traian Herseni 
 
MARIA VIARENICH (Institute of Philosophy of National Academy of Sciences of Belarus), 
The implementation of Minimum Social Standards: the Experience of the Republics of 
Belarus and Romania 



Book of abstracts 

 

 

 

International Conference “Towards the Good Society – European Perspectives”, Bucharest 24-26 October 2013 |105 
 

The enlargement of the European Union (EU) has changed the geopolitical map of the Eastern 
and Central Europe. Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova, bordered on the west by the new 
members of the EU -Poland, Slovakia, Hungary and Romania, have acquired the status of the 
neighboring country on the eastern borders of the expanded European Union. At the same 
time, all three states have a commonboundaries, as with other member countries of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) countries and the EU: Ukraine and Belarus with 
Poland and Moldova  with Romania. It turns out that the border looks almost its entire length 
transparent and we can just be seen the changes in the social sector in these countries. This 
affects the specificity of many of its programs in states with different political way of life, 
including the specifics of social policy and requires an examination of the positive experience 
of countries, irrespective of their geo-political entity. Since Romania is of interest 
for Belarus in the structure of the implementation of the EU experience of the introduction of 
minimum social standards, in defining a set of parameters describing such a thing as a "quality 
of life", as well as allow to carry out its measurement. The need to change the vector and the 
goals of social development of such things as a good paying job, affordable quality education, 
good health care, a long healthy life is to say not in the context of "social gains" or "social good 
deeds" of the state, and in the context of "" inalienable social rights of any person. It is from 
this perspective that social policy should be organized. 
Keywords:: Social policy, quality of life, program, social standards. 
 
ALEXANDRA VÎLCU (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
The Cultural Effects of Globalization: Is Globalization a Threat to National Cultural Identity? 
The Relationship between Romanians Living Abroad and Romanian Culture. 
Romania's openness to globalization took place in a rather sudden manner, once with the fall 
of the communist regime. This moment in history has brought a sudden flow of foreign 
culture, which, until then, very few people had access to. Furthermore, starting from that 
point, many Romanians had the chance to travel, and those who chose to move to another 
country, in search for a better social and professional situation, are also very numerous. But 
the question is: what happens to these Romanians, from the cultural point of view? Are they 
giving up on the Romanian cultural identity, in order to adopt that of their country of 
destination? Or, on the contrary, do they become even more attached to the culture they left 
behind? In this presentation, beyond theoretical approaches, we will discover together what 
is multiculturalism, as an effect of globalization, and why a Good Society should not interpret 
it as a threat to national cultural values, but simply an opportunity to become spiritually richer.  
Keywords: Globalization, migration, culture, identity. 
 
 
CARMEN-ANDREEA VRÂNCEANU (PhD Student, Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest)  
The Influence of Cohesion and Group Structure on Work Performance and 
Quality of Work Activity 
Work performance varies from one group to another, as each group is unique. Each group has 
its own degree of cohesion and structure and passes through different stages of forming. It 
consists of different types of individuals and has its own rules that are accepted differently by 
each member and which distinguish it from other groups. Cohesion is the group characteristic 
which provides more information about how members identify themselves with the group 
and how cooperative are they in meeting the group's goals. By studying group structure we 
can obtain information about how to improve the degree of cohesion. Group cohesion and 
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group structure can be studied by applying a sociometric test based on which it will be build a 
sociogram. These study methods formed the basis of the groups analysis conducted in the 
case study of the article. The statistical regression has been used to demonstrate both, the 
direct link between cohesion and group performance and the direct link between cohesion 
and quality of group work activity. Therefore, the present study demonstrates that, under 
proper leadership, a group with a higher degree of cohesion will have a higher work 
performance and a higher quality of work activity than a group with a lower degree of 
cohesion. 
Keywords: group, cohesion, performance, quality of work activity 
 
 
ELENA ZAMFIR (Quality of Life Research Institute) 
Policies for Social work child care services in Romania: Challenges and Perspectives for “a 
Good Society” 
The paper will be focused on the evaluation the social work, child care facilities /services in 
Romania as a main part of the changes of social assistance system after the Revolution. It will 
refer especially to the Barcelona targets and the indicators developped for ensuring child care 
provision defined as  “formal arrangements”  which should be counted by EU-SILC  for 3 
categories  of  compulsory schooling age of children group (children aged under 3 ; children 
aged between 3 finish till 2010.  Years and mandatory school age; children aged between 
mandatory school age and 12 years in compulsory primary or secondary education). Taking 
into account the requirements of the EU measured by these special social indicators, the child 
care facilities in Romania have a poor efficiency in covering the entire needs profile of 
beneficiaries.  Some week points of child care social services refer to: 
•   First, they tend to exclude the people that are living in the rural area and also in extreme 
risk of poverty. 
•    Second, the quality of child care facilities is in a critical point, especially for the poorest and 
very isolated areas (see gipsy communities). 
•    Third, the public system of child care services is stillunderdeveloped, whereas the private 
one is randomly developed. 
•    Fourth, the social care services, in spite of existing the social work professionals, they still 
keep within the system many pseudo-professionals. 
•  Fifth, there is an inefficient way of evaluation and monitoring of the results of the changes 
in child care facilities. For this reason, the concrete achievements in improving child care 
services are less visible at the implementation level.  
A partially positive aspect which can be mentioned in the last years for Romania refers to 
development of some special child care facilities under the EU financed programs focused on 
social inclusion. Some of them were good and stable in establishing a network of baby sitters 
for supporting child facilities and for increasing in the same time parental responsibilities. As 
a conclusion, I can say that the system of social assistance services appears as an important 
objective of the reform in all strategic sectors of “a Good Society”, being a constant element 
to eliminate social exclusion and marginalization. Generally speaking, such elements of the 
reform of social services can be easily found especially at the legislative level in various Laws, 
Governmental Decisions and Urgent Ordinances as well as in EU financed community 
programs. The process of improving child care social services could  and should also include 
the multiplication  within communities  of some good practice models for social assistance 
services  which assure the diversification in solving the certain /concrete kind of needs and 
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having in the same time an important role in prevention social risks and social exclusion. It is 
well known that prevention is less expensive and more efficient for children at risks than 
offering cash benefits.  Last but not least, the social policies for social assistance have to be 
included as an important compulsory tool a permanent process of evaluation and 
accreditation of the quality social work services system. 
Keywords: social policies for social work, child care facilities, “social arrangements” in the 
Bologna perspective, evaluation child care facilities, EU-SILC. 
 
 
 
 
NATALIA ZAHAROVA (Institute of Philosophy National Academy of Sciences of Belarus), 
Social and Moral Factors in Solving the Problem of Aging of the Population of the Republic 
of Belarus 
Aging of the population of Belarus is a part of world demographic process. Aging of population 
is qualified as one of the most objective threats of social-economic development of the 
country. There are a number of peculiarities in the present situation in Belarus that arise from 
difficulties of social-economic and social-cultural changes, and also from social-ecological 
crisis which results from the Chernobyl catastrophe. Aging of Belarusian population is 
characterized by the fact that the lowering of birth rate is accompanied by the reduction of 
life expectancy and growth of death index. Irreversible phenomenon of aging of Western (and 
Eastern) Europe population that is scientifically qualified as “demographic age blow-up” is 
unprecedented in the history of mankind. The economic result of aging is in search of funds 
for pension benefits and other ways of governmental support of incapable to work. At the 
meantime the presence of pension benefits could be recognized as a factor of birth rate 
lowering. The fact that concern of the ageing moved to a considerable extent from the society 
to the state led to the lowering of economic interest of parents to have children. In Belarus 
the phenomenon of aging of population is accompanied of the entire row of changes in the 
demographical, economic, social, ecological and moral spheres. The moral aspect is to great 
extent determinative in the life of above-mentioned spheres as the question is about life 
activity of rather vulnerable group of population in the older age. The humanitarian problem 
of “ageism” involves searching for methods and forms of social rehabilitation of elder cohorts 
and simultaneously upbringing respect to the age in all of the members of the society. Social-
philosophical understanding of the phenomenon of demographical aging should encourage 
the humanization of moral reality, formation of the new ethics of the ageing world. 
Keywords: Key words: aging of population, moral factor,demographical policy concerning 
elderly, traditions, succession, culture. 
 
ALEXANDRU MIHAI ZAMFIR (Ovidius University, Constanța) 
Linguistic and Cultural Cross-references of Romanian and Roma 
In the following study, we aim to observe a multiethnic community in Romania, formed mainly 
from roma and romanian, and to analise from a linguistic and a cultural perspective various 
aspects of the coexistence of the two main cultures present in this comunity: the romanian 
culture and the roma culture. Hence, the main objectives of this study is to follow the 
instruments used by the two ethnic groups that influence each other linguisticaly and to observe 
any modifications in the registers of the two linguistic manifestations. Concurently, we aim to 
establish the agents that lead to these modifications, trying, furthermore, to follow the factors 
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that regulate this phenomena and to layout possible directions in which the analised process 
evolves. Punctually, one of the objectives of this study is to follow the influence that romanian 
language and culture has on roma culture, regarding the cultural and linguistic degree of 
assimilation, following the linguistic and cultural pressure exerted by romanian language and 
culture upon roma language and culture. After an emipirical analysis, we managed to determine 
a dramatic diminution in using rromani language in the community, as well as a depletion or a 
„depersonalization” of the rromani language manifestd through a substitution of numerous 
terms of rromani origin with terms form romanian language and we can even talk about a strong 
„romanisation” of the rromani language.  

Keywords: interculturality, code switching, linguistic and cultural assimilation 


